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r|r  Ring Thomas Sports today to arrange to test fly  a 
Performance Designs Demo canopy. Choose from  

the ir m ost popular sizes o f Spectre, Stiletto or Velocity 
and we 'II send i t  to you fo r 2 weekends.

Nothing w ill prepare you fo r the dream  
o f flight, like flying a Performance Designs 
canopy. Performance Designs canopies are the mark 
tha t a ll canopy manufacturers measure the ir products by.

Also coming to the UK this summer 
the all new

N ot only is Thomas Sports Equipment the largest rig 
m anufacturer in the UK but we are also the only 
Authorized Performance Designs Demo Center
in the UK!

Thomas Sports Equipment, the largest 
re ta ile r o f Performance Designs 

canopies in the UK.

THOMAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT 
PINFOLD LANE, BRIDLINGTON, 

EAST YORKSHIRE 
Y0165X6 - United Kingdom  

Tel. +44 1262678299 
Fax. +44 1262602063 

tse@skydiveO. demon, co.uk
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IT  A N D  S C A N N I N G
M ark W ile s  

Z e d  S h a h

Thanks to all of you who \ m  1  S  /
completed The Mag \  ^
readership survey, Bev is \  H  ■ /
ploughing through these and W . /
we'll bring you a full report |P  f
next issue. It 's  not too late to T .  W K  It * 
send yours in, even if you've —  .....
already renewed; if you've lost it, email
Bev for another. I t  was wonderful that a massive 92% of people 
who responded to the BPA questionnaire are happy with the 
content of The Mag (see page 23).

Freeflying
It 's  no surprise to see freeflying is growing in popularity (44% 
of questionnaire respondents participate compared to 26% in 
June 2000). Let's make sure it grows safely. I  see people 
putting together big-way freefly  dives with too many relatively 
inexperienced people. We all know head-down and head-up are 
much faster than belly flying. What we may fail to appreciate is 
that it only takes a tiny deviation from a neutral flying position 
to generate massive horizontal closing speeds. Even with a hard 
hat, a collision is potentially fatal. I f  you haven't the skills to 
approach and stop next to someone flying vertically, fly  no 
contact, dock in complete control, release, turn 360 and dock 
again, you shouldn't be doing anything bigger than a 2-way.

That's what the FF1 and FF2 qualifications are for - to keep us 
all safe. Don't rush through them, don't award them prematurely 
(you're not helping anyone) and respect your flying limits.

Enjoy the Freedom of Flight formations in the centre spread 
and appreciate how much in control these guys are. I ’m sure we'd 
all like to be doing that sort of s tu ff, well it starts with learning 
the basics just like any other discipline. Let's stay small until 
we're safe to go large. Many videos of so-called big-way freefly 
jumps in the UK have most of the people out of the frame! 
Where are they? Are they in control? I f  you're invited on a 
freefly  14-way which sounds like a potential zoo, be big enough 
to refuse if you're not completely happy - it could save a life.

Have fun but stay safe!

PS Hope you like the Brit student on the front cover, I  do! We 
know you want British covers but we're sent fa r more high 
quality images from abroad than at home. Send us a UK cover 
shot and we'll use it!
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NOTE Some of the photos in this magazine may show skydivers 
without helmets or altimeters, or otherwise not obeying the BPA 
Operations Manual, in which case they were taken abroad. In the UK it 
is mandatory to wear a helmet and alti for obvious safety reasons.

©  T he  M ag
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or 
transmitted in any form; electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, without prior permission 
of the Editor.
I he views expressed in The Mag are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of the 
BPA. Opinions in the editorial are those of the Editor, not of the BPA The Editor retains the right to 
withdraw any advertisement at her discretion and does not accept liability for delay in publication 
or for errors, although every care is taken to avid mistakes
The information in this mag was. to the best of our ability, correct at the time of going to press. 
Reproduction, printing and mailing takes a  total of three weeks so some information may be out of 
date, or superseded
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T h e  S p e c i a l i s t s  i n

I o r B if id  on S I: yd/.i'll

master a variety 
oF challenging exits

www.rigginginnovations.com

VOOO 106/Sub 80 Main 
VOO 109/Sub 100 Main 
VO 113-120/107 Main 
V1 126/120 Main 
V2 126-135/135 Main 
V3 143-150/150 Main 
V4 160-176/170 Main

whatever risks you take, don't let your supplier be one of them
t: 01980 844130 ■ f: 01980 844131
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Expand skills . Build confidence . Have fun
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You don't have to be a skydiver 
You don't have to be a Brit 
You don't have to be Dane Kenny

•  Six issues a year
•  Colourful
•  Vibrant
•  Award winning editorial
•  Stunning photos
•  Imaginative design
•  Informative
•  Out on 16th of every other month

The Mag is, first and foremost the British Parachute Association (BPA) 
magazine, but we have an increasing number of non BPA members 

who subscribe just because they like it.

If you're interested in skydiving, whether a first jump student, a rock 
star or an adventure sports enthusiast, you'll enjoy The Mag.

two tew If you subsequently join the BPA as a full member (after six 

jumps or when you progress to freefall) your magazine subscription 
amount is deducted from your BPA membership fee so, in all, 

you don't pay any extra.

UK £28 Ex BPA member £24 O VERSEAS (Air) £35 Ex BPA member £30
Please send me a copy of The Mag on each of the next six bimonthly publication dates:
I enclose a cheque/PO to the value required payable to ‘BPA Limited’ (UK subscriptions only) OR: 

please debit my Mastercard/Visa as follows:

Card No._____ I_____ I_____ I_____ I Exp d a te :__ / ___

Name: ..................................................  Date:.............................

Signature

Address:

BPA, Wharf Way, Glen Parva, Leicester LE2 9TF

Simon 
W

ard



Sara hjayne
Well, J  finally did it! 
J  took to the skies to 
see what all the fuss 
is about and do you 
know what?

I GET IT!
Earlier this year I set off to Florida to see my brother, Derek, at 
Z Hills. When I arrived I was introduced to Martin Evans from Sky-eye 
on camera and Tracey Eckersley, my AFF instructor. Derek refused to 
do this and I quote “Would you teach your sister to drive?"

Level 1
“ the most frightening experience of my life, I  couldn’t  breathe ”
As we left the plane the feeling of falling hit me, this was overtaken by 
the fact that I could not catch my breath. Within seconds I had 
brought my right hand under my chin to ‘deflect’ the airflow past my

Jumps 3 and 4
“ the question of ‘Why am I  doing this?’ started to fade ”

Jump 5
“ lost the plot altogether ”

We had lost Derek by now and this was the firs t jump when Tracey 
would let go of me. I involuntary started a turn, which I stopped only 
to send myself the other way! I couldn't stop and, after a few too 
many rotations, lost the plot altogether! So, whilst on my side, 
clocked my alti and pulled.

Tunnel
“I ’d struck a confidence low”

I'd struck a confidence low that led me to the wind tunnel in Orlando 
where I met the newest member of XL, Thomas Hughes, this guy is 
really good! (Good looking too girls!) It was just what the doctor 
ordered. Here, we let go of levels and focused on one area at a time.

Jump 6
“controlled,slow turns”

Time to let go again! Shake my head in freefall? Oh yeah! Tracey had 
confidence and guess what? I was stable! WOW! I carried on to do 
controlled, slow turns.

face. My mind raced with how long would this last? I tried to calm 
myself, I t ’s just sensory overload, get on with it'. I practiced three 
dummy pulls taking a deep breath before each one. At 5 ,000ft I 
pulled! As I landed three people ran over to congratulate me on my 
firs t jump! Bulls**t! I have never felt so humiliated in my life. I wished 
I'd never pulled.

Jump 2
“ I  took my new found comforter Ineckwarmer) ”

I took my new found 'comforter' (a neck warmer worn over my mouth 
and nose!) it made me unrecognisable; any more cock-ups and I could 
say "That's not me, no, no that’s some nutter!" It did seem to help. 
This jump was my 6th and Derek’s 6,000th!

Jump 7
“ an eye opener, I  lost all altitude awareness ”

Until now my awareness had been really good but I became so 
engrossed in getting forward motion I lost all altitude awareness. 
Tracey tapped her alti. We were at 4 ,000ft! Where did those 50 
seconds go? ! I had f***ed  up big style, I had some cold sweats that 
night I can tell you. Growing up in this sport, I knew the possibilities.

Jump 8
“ I  grounded myself ”

If only those trees had moved it would have been perfect. Yes, I 
managed to fly myself into the trees at the edge of a HUGE landing 
area. I realised at 200 feet that I should have S'd off some distance 
or even taken a downwind landing instead of an obstacle. Fortunately, 
by the time Tracey reached me she had calmed down! A lot! I 
grounded myself. I was tired, had information overload and I'd had 
enough!

Jump 9
“ / was beginning to fly my body! ”

Awesome! I actually achieved forward motion, I took all those issue 
that I had been carrying and dealt with them, it was all coming 
together, I felt at last like I was beginning to fly my body! A big YEEHA!

6 skydive
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Photos: M artin  Evans 
MartinEvans@skyeyeskydiving.com

Jump 10
“ I  now understand why we do this! ”

My first climb-out turned out to be easier than I had expected even 
though the prop blast blew me into Tracey! I did the usual student kicks 
and my 'backloop’ was a flop! It felt good to be in control as I became 
solid as a rock. Had another go at forward motion and kept on heading!
I saw Martin loads on this dive; I now understand why we do this!

Jump 11
“ I  actually felt like I  was skydiving! ”

Next my biggest personal obstacle; dive exits! These were part of the 
reason I never wanted to skydive. Why? I can ask now. I did my first 
delta track and didn't wobble all over the place, the biggest shock I got 
here was the sensation that my arse was going to overtake my head 
when I stopped (no comments needed here, thank you!) I gave Martin a 
big thumbs-up. I actually felt like I was skydiving!

Jump 12
“ Graduation! ”

Up until now we concentrated on one thing at a time. I asked if I HAD 
to do everything in one jump! Well you gotta ask! I dived out and was 
stable by 13,000ft, did a backloop, which I fell off, held it for a few 
seconds and started my 360s right and left, tracked, had time to do 
another 3G0. The ride back to earth I used to reflect on what I had just 
done. As I landed I knew this was ‘IT’. I'd graduated. Tracey tried to tell 
me I'd have to do it again! Yeah, right! Smiles all round? I burst into 
tears when I saw Derek at the factory! Just having a girlie moment I 
guess.

Consolidation Jumps
“ the weirdest feeling”

Martin bullied me into my firs t solo. Thanks Martin! I was more 
nervous now than I had ever been, what do I do? Who will give me a kit 
check? Will the pilot know I’m there? It was the weirdest feeling being 
the last one left in the plane. Mind you, I got out!

Sarahjayne Thomas, daughter o f  Lofty and Grace Thomas, sister o f  Chris 
and Derek, on her AFF course with brother Derek and Tracey Eckersley

3-way
“ a personal confidence I  never knew I  had ”

Soon I jumped a full-face helmet and -  wow -  what a difference!
Breathe EASY! Which made my skydive much more fun. Tracey and 
Martin did a no contact dive with me. I held my dive exit, my slot and 
we did two 360 turns in place! WOW, how cool was that? Over my 
time there Tracey and Martin had instilled in me a level of trust that 
turned into a personal confidence I never knew I had.

Back at Home
“ Just some snotty-nosed student ”

Now I’m home, I am privileged to be a Thomas on the DZ. I have lots of 
friends who want to help me. BUT would that be the same if I was 
someone else? I'm now finding myself intimidated by skydivers if I don't 
know them -  who am I? Just some snotty-nosed student, right?

Involve Them
“ YOU are still intimidating ”

Let’s try to remember, once we’ve taken a student's cash and taught 
them to survive, we need to introduce them to other skydivers and 
especially students; it gives us someone at our level to talk to. Involve 
them somehow so that they feel part of it. Some people are shy and 
afraid to ask what they think will be a silly question. My time around 
the sport has taught me that to progress and improve I need to ask: 
What? Where? When? How?

Still, with all I know and the friends that I have, YOU are still 
intimidating! I know nothing compared to you. Take a moment to remind 
yourself how you felt as a student and how a friendly face saying “Hi, 
how did you do today?' would’ve helped you feel part of 'IT'.

'IT' is so worth being part of! This year's T-shirts have a whole new 
inspiration!

S a ra h ja y n e  T h o m a s  
s jt@ d iv e g e a r.fs n e t.c o .u k

mailto:MartinEvans@skyeyeskydiving.com
mailto:sjt@divegear.fsnet.co.uk


Compiled by 
John Mayo

More stories and more 
detail on all o f these items 
are on JM's Newsround at 
w w w.skydivem ag.com

300-way world Record

W h ere  did it  all go wrong?

Giveaway 
FREE f t
Duck Tape
W h e re  w o u ld  skyd iv in g  
ca m e ra fly e rs  be  w ith o u t g a ffe r  
tape?  Pretty unstuck.

W e  have  5 0  C le a r D uck Tape 
ro lls  to  g iv e  a w a y  free  to  the  firs t 
5 0  reade rs  to  w r ite  o r  p h o n e  in. 
'V ir tu a lly  C le a r ' P ow er D uck 
Tape is the firs t tra n s p a re n t ta p e  
o f its k in d . It has a  fin e  c lo th  g r id  
th a t g ives  s treng th , te a ra b ility  b y  
h a n d  a n d  w ith s ta n d s  d a y lig h t &  
w e a th e r in g .

f i t *v

m ,

■yC.

"  " v m

C u rre n t a n d  p re v io u s  m em bers o f 
A r iz o n a  A irs p e e d , m a n y  tim es w o r ld  
c h a m p io n s  in  4  a n d  8 -w a y  FS, a re  
o rg a n is in g  an  a tte m p t on  the  W o r ld  
FS R ecord , a im in g  to  b u ild  a  3 0 0 -  
w a y . The B ra z illia n  A i r  Force w ill 
p ro v id e  five  C - l  30s . A p p ro x im a te ly  
3 0  jum ps a re  p la n n e d , ta k in g  p la ce  
be tw een  7 -1 9  D ecem ber 2 0 0 2 , a t 
M a c e io , a  tro p ic a l b each  re so rt c ity  in 
the n o rth e a s t o f  B ra z il. D an  BC, Jack 
Je ffe ries  a n d  G e o rg e  J icha  a re  
h e a d in g  up  the  p ro je c t a n d  have 
assem b led  a  s ta r-s tu dd e d  in te rn a tio n a l 
team  o f o rg a n ise rs  a n d  recru ite rs . H a lf 
o f  the g ro u p  a re  e lite  level 
c o m p e tito rs ; the  re m a in in g  h a lf h u g e ly  
e xp e rie n c e d  H ercu les o rg a n ise rs ; this 
ta le n t w il l  be  c o m b in e d  w ith  the 
A irs p e e d  cu ltu re . In v ita tio n s  have  been 
sent o u t to  jum pe rs  recom m e n d e d  by  
the o rg a n is in g  team  a n d  to  m em bers 
o f  the  A r iz o n a  C h a lle n g e  list, w h o  
have  cons is ten tly  b u ilt  d e m a n d in g  
la rg e  fo rm a tio n s . In a d d it io n  the  team

Photos: M ike McGowan
has reserved  a 
n u m b e r o f  slots 
fo r  jum pers  
'o u ts id e  th e ir  
cu rre n t
a w a re n e ss ' a n d  
th e y  a re  
c o n tin u in g  to 
search  fo r  
ta len t. S kyd ive rs  
w h o  feel they  
deserve  a  slot 
shou ld  c o n ta c t 
D a n , Jack o r  
G e o rg e  w ith  
th e ir  s kyd iv in g
resum e. The team  asks a p p lic a n ts  to  
have  p a tie n ce , as th e y  w il l  c lose ly  
c o n s id e r each p o te n tia l p a r t ic ip a n t 
b e fo re  issu ing  a n  in v ita t io n . This m a y  
take  severa l m on ths, so they  suggest 
yo u  b o o k  the  tim e  o f f  w o rk  now .

g e o rg e @ a irs p e e d .c o m  
w w w .3 0 0 -w a y .c o m

Leadership
Team:
Dan BC 

G e o rg e  Jich a  
Ja c k  Je fferies 

K irk  V erner 
C ra ig  G ira rd  
M ark  K irkb y  
G a r y  Beyer 

N ea l Houston 
Jo hnny Eag le  

E lian a  Rodriquez 

C h ad  Smith 
Jo ey  Jones 

Kate C o oper 
Tony Dom enico 

Dan O 'B rie n  

Doug Forth 
John Ham ilton 

So lly  W illia m s 
Roger Ponce 
G u y  M anos 
Ja ck  Berke 
Rusty Vest 

R icardo  Pettana 
Patrick Passe 
Dieter Kirsch  

Pete A llum  
Lisa A un e  

Hugh N ew m an  
Poo Smith 

Tim Stevens 
M artia l Ferre 
Ivan Coufal 
Rob Co lpus 
Pal Bergan

W rite  o r  phone :
D ia n a  R enshaw
C le a r D uck T a p e /S k y d iv e  M a g
G iv e a w a y
2 1 4  G re a t P o rtla n d  S treet
London
W 1 W 5 Q N
Tel 0 2 0  7 3 8 8  9 9 8 8
Fax 0 2 0  7 3 8 8  8 5 8 8
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05tre k ra, situated 125 miles north of Oslo in Norway, has a massive 
annual boogie where it is possible to jump for 24 hours non stop! This 
year it is on 5-21 July. There's no registration fee, free load organising 
and free video. There are two AN28 tailgate aircraft, taking 22 jumpers 
to 13,500ft in 12-15 minutes. Formation loads will go higher. Oxygen 
jumps to 20,000ft will be available along with FS and FF at all skill 
levels, tandem and wingsuit jumps, a tracking competition and a range 
of seminars.

w w w .s k y d iv e n o rw a y .n o  
in fo @ fa lls k je rm .n o  

Dane Kenny: 0 7 8 1 6  8 2 1 2 0 4

Land a  W in g s u it?
People have talked about landing wingsuits but no-one 
has yet attempted this. A New Zealand documentary 
team is following Chuck Berry's training programme to 
achieve this. Chuck plans to skydive with a wingsuit and 
land it at high speed on snow -  without a canopy! He 
spent last winter practising high speed runs on snow and 
favours a Squall which is a bit like a thin snowboard.
Digital Dog filmmaking team is working on fundraising.
If everything goes according to plan, Chuck will attempt
his project in winter 2002. -

/  *
w w w .d ig ita ld o g .c o .n z /w in g s u it .h tm l

O n  1 7  A p r i l  in  D eLand , F lo r id a , Ja ri 
K uosm a a n d  V la d i Pesa c losed  the 
g a p  be tw een  c a n o p y  a n d  w in g s u it 
on  th e ir  17 th a ttem p t. J a ri w o re  a  
S ky flye r w in g s u it a n d  d id  a 
c o n tro lle d  d o c k  on  V la d i's  a n k le . 
V la d i w a s  f ly in g  h is PD V e lo c ity  8 4  
w ith  m o d if ie d  risers a n d  a  w in g  
lo a d in g  o f  3 .5  to  1 (he ju m p e d  a  
3 0 lb  w e ig h t b a g ). V la d i has 8,0QC 
jum ps , is a  c a n o p y  sw

■ IH B

c o m p e tito r  a n d  a  B ird M a n  instructor. 
J a ri, p re s id e n t o f  B ird M a n , has 
2 ,1 0 0  jum ps in  to ta l, o v e r h a lf in  a 
w in g su it. Ja ri a n d  V la d i a re  
p la n n in g  to  d o  m o re  a ttem pts  in 
o rd e r  to  g e t be tte r fo o ta g e . They
w a rn  |um  
stunt w ith '

BirdMan: 001 386 785 0800 
w w w .b ir d -m a n .c o m  

vladibase@yahoo.com

u /  u

The S kyE uroC up  is an  o ff ic ia l IPC 
even t w h ic h  com b in e s  the  results o f a ll 
the  a rtis tic  n a tio n a l c h a m p io n s h ip s  
a n d  events in to  o n e  ra n k in g . Full 
d e ta ils  o f  a ll events a re  on  
th e ir  w ebs ite .
P a rt ic ip a tin g  coun tries  

in c lu d e  the U K,
N o rw a y , Ita ly,
G e rm a n y ,
A u s tr ia , the 
N e th e rla n d s ,
P ortuga l a n d  the 
M a ld ive s .
O n e
p a r t ic ip a tin g

event, N o rw a y  E xtrem e S ports  W e e k
is in  its fifth  year. This even t a t the end 
o f June w il l  b r in g  to g e th e r p e o p le  w h o  
e n jo y  s k a te b o a rd in g , fre e c lim b in g , 

ca n o e in g ,
p a ra g lid in g , base 

ju m p in g  a n d  
sky d iv in g . 

P e te rbo rough  
P arachu te  C en tre  is once  

a g a in  host to  the  a rtis tic  events 
B ritish  N a tio n a ls , w h ic h  is a lso  
p a r t ic ip a tin g .

flo r ia n @ s k y e u ro c u p .o rg  
w w w .s k y e u ro c u p .o rg  

w w w .s k y d iv e s ib s o n .c o m

Clockwork Orange, last year’s UK skysurf champions, by M a rk  Harris

: \ June 2002

w w w .ro y a la e ro c lu b tru s t.o rg  
a d m in is tra to r@ ro y a la e ro d u b tru s t .o rg

The 2 0 0 2  c o m p e tit io n  w il l  be  he ld  fro m  1 Ju ly  u n til 1 
O c to b e r, w ith  the them e o f  'F lig h t'. For e n try  fo rm s, 
e tc, g o  to  the R oya l A e ro  C lu b  Trust's w ebsite .

http://www.skydivenorway.no
mailto:info@fallskjerm.no
http://www.digitaldog.co.nz/wingsuit.html
http://www.bird-man.com
mailto:vladibase@yahoo.com
mailto:florian@skyeurocup.org
http://www.skyeurocup.org
http://www.skydivesibson.com
http://www.royalaeroclubtrust.org
mailto:administrator@royalaerodubtrust.org


Tim Ace!

S ebas tian  XL a n d  C h ris  Lynch a re  
d o in g  a  fre e  PD event a t H in to n , 1 3 -1 4  
July. F o llo w in g  C hris 's  h ig h ly  successful 
c a n o p y  skills  se m in a r las t m o n th , he 
w il l  be  o ffe r in g  p ilo t  skills  a n d  fre e fly  
c o a c h in g  a n d  XL w il l  o ffe r  FS c o a ch in g . 
The b o ys  w il l  o rg a n is e  a n d  ju m p  fo r 
fre e , a lo n g  w ith  p ro v id in g  a  fu ll flee t o f 
PD d e m o  ca n o p ie s  fo r  p e o p le  to  try  in 
th e ir  o w n  kit. There  w il l  a lso  b e  p r iz e  
g iv e a w a y s  a n d  sem ina rs  o v e r the 
w e e ke n d .

& Demo 
Gear

p e te _ a llu m @ c o m p u s e rv e .c o m
c h ris ly n c h x t@ c o m p u s e rv e .c o m

O p e n in g  H ours
T h u rsd a y 6 p m  -  M id n ig h t
F r id a y 4 p m  -  M id n ig h t
S a tu rd a y 4 p m  -  M id n ig h t
S un d a y 2 p m  -  8 p m

Ex p a t T im  M a c e  c om pe ted  in the  South 
A fr ic a n  n a tio n a ls  in e v e ry  event, re c e iv in g  
five  g o ld s  a n d  o n e  silver. H e w o n  the  
sty le, se tting  a  n e w  n a tio n a l re co rd , w o n  
s w o o p  a c cu ra cy , 2 -w a y  FS, 4 -w a y  CF 
ro ta tio n s , 8 -w a y  CF speed a n d  to o k  s ilve r 
in  free fly . H e is n o w  on  a  4 -w a y  team  
w ith  H u g h ie  N e w m a n , G le n d a  M ile s ,
L inda  H o lla n d  a n d  C ly d e  H o lla n d  on  
c a m e ra . They p la n  a n o th e r 2 5 0  jum ps 
b e fo re  the  S A  n a tio n a ls  in S eptem ber. If 
th e y  w in  they  w il l  then d o  a b o u t 8 0 0  
jum ps b e fo re  the  w o r ld  m eet. T im 's 
c om m en t, h a v in g  le ft h is jo b  to  skyd ive  fo r  
a  ye a r, "W e 're  n o t d o in g  i t  because  w e  
th in k  w e 're  in  w ith  a  ch a n ce  o f  a  m e d a l. 
Just d o in g  it  because  w e  c a n  a n d  to  see  
h o w  g o o d  w e  c a n  ge t. W e 'v e  g o t  o u r  o w n  
K in g  A i r  so w e  d o n 't  h a ve  to  re ly  on  o th e r  
p e o p le  f i l l in g  loads . B r i l l ia n t. "  T im  is no  
s tra n g e r to  w o r ld  m eets, h a v in g  co m p e te d  
in  1 9 8 5  a n d  1 9 8 9  on  the  B ritish  8 -w a y  
team , M o .

t im m a @ a v ia t io n .d e n e l.c o .z a

M M  I N N l  0|K* iiJ M l i l
The c o m p a n y  A e ro k a r t  o p e n e d  its ve rtic a l 
w in d  tunne l n e a r Paris on  2 3  M a y . It w ill run 
T hu rsd a y  to  S u n d a y  un til 3 0  June, then w ill 
rs -o p e n  in S ep tem be r pe rm anen tly .

There a re  th ree  d if fe re n t speeds a v a ila b le , 
d e p e n d in g  on  y o u r  w e ig h t a n d /o r  sky d iv in g  
d is c ip lin e . A n  8 -w a y  has been b u ilt  in the 
tunne l, (w hose d ia m e te r is o v e r 4 m ) us ing  
n o rm a l jum psu its  a n d  e x tra  w e ig h t. A  specific  
speed fly in g  a re a  w il l  be  o p e n  in  the fu tu re  
fo r  fre e flye rs  w h e re  the  w in d  can  run  be tw een 
2 0 0  a n d  2 5 0 k m /h ,  a llo w in g  som e in te res ting  
3 D  f ly in g . M a n a g e m e n t co m p a n y , V e lo ce  
P arachu tism e  have  th ree  q u a lif ie d  instructo rs  
a v a ila b le , a t least o n e  fro m  a  c u rre n t French 
FS n a tio n a l team . The tunne l w il l  be  run like  a 
no rm a l d ro p  zo n e . F lyers w il l  have  free 
access a n d  b u y  tickets fo r  tw o  a n d  a  h a lf 
m inutes o f tunne l tim e  to  use as th e y  w a n t 
th ro u g h o u t the  day .

A e ro k a r t
1 9 9 /2 0 1  rou te  d e  Ponto ise, 9 5  1 0 0  

A rg e n te u il, F rance

Tel: + 3 3  (0)1 3 0  2 5  71 9 0  
in fo s @ a e ro k a rt.fr

mailto:pete_allum@compuserve.com
mailto:chrislynchxt@compuserve.com
mailto:timma@aviation.denel.co.za
mailto:infos@aerokart.fr


to foreshorten the perspective. Interestingly, the camera 
is only rated at about 1.4 megapixels (often around 3 
megapixels claimed by many other manufacturers who 
use software improvements such as interpolation) which 
only goes to show the quality available from these 
cameras."

S im on  W a rd  
s im o n w @ m u s ic ra d io .c o m

mew m m rte n
"F re d  B o rth w ick 's  ta n d e m  ju m p  a t S kyd ive  S ebastian  w as 
a  v e ry  spec ia l o c ca s io n . K n o w in g  he h ad  v e ry  little  tim e 
le ft [h e  w a s  te rm in a lly  i l l] ,  Fred's d ec is ion  to  skyd ive  and  
the  w a y  he w e n t a b o u t it, show ed  e x ce p tio n a l strength 
a n d  h is  in c re d ib le  a tt itu d e  in the face  o f life 's g rea tes t 
c h a lle n g e ."  Lyle Presse

w w w .s k y d iv in g .c o m

" W e  k n e w  Fred w a s  spec ia l, a  b ra ve  m an  w h o 'd  h a d  a 
v e ry  to u g h  tim e. He knew  his tim e  w a s  p re c io u s  a n d  he 
w a n te d  to  fly. W e  w a n te d  to  fly  w ith  h im  too . Lyle,
M a rk , Rook, M ik e , Scott a n d  I w e re  the lu c ky  ones to 
g o . W e 're  sad to lose o u r  fr ie n d . F ly free  F re d ."

A d r ia n  N ic h o la s  
w in g s u it@ a o l.c o m

The BPA has published a safety poster showing a low 
turn. We have had many people asking how the photo 
was taken.
"The picture was actually cropped considerably and shows 
Al Macartney from Quiksilva over Netheravon, safely 
executing a turn. He is quite high and landed some 
distance away. I was under canopy at the time and using 
the Olympus EWO digital camera on zoom which serves

SMentm I r i im  m I Menlirn UK
Skyventure UK
We are reliably informed that a SkyVenture tunnel will be 
built in the UK, at Milton Keynes, to open probably next 
year. We'll keep you informed, check our website for the 
latest details.

TunnelCamp.com
SkyVenture has also acquired TunnelCamp.com. Alan 
Metni, former Arizona Airspeed member and owner of 
TunnelCamp.com will join SkyVenture as its Chief Executive 
Officer. TunnelCamp.com has trained more than 350 
skydivers over 900 hours at SkyVenture.

Bill Kitchen -  b ill@ s ky fu n .co m  o r  
Alan Metni -  a la n m e tn i@ p o b o x .c o m

New Tunnel Teaching 
Programme
An 8-way project team, Arizona Evolution, has been 
formed from TunnelCamp.com graduates. They participated 
in a new approach io training at the SkyVenture wind 
tunnel which produced very positive feedback. An 8-way 
team is made of four two-person pieces; each piece was 
assigned to an Airspeed coach. Each camper then did the 
block in bis own slot with the coach in the other; then vice- 
versa with the camper in their piece partner's slot, again 
with the Airspeed coach. The same structure is also offered 
in 4-way.

w w w .T u n n e lC a m p .c o m  
m a il@ a irs p e e d .o rg
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The SkyVenture Wind Tunnel built in 1997 is now running over The Arizona tunnel will be located just outside Phoenix, 45 
capacity, often booked weeks in advance. The upsurge in minutes from Skydive Arizona. It will be faster, smoother and
demand has prompted a large expansion programme, including quieter than previous SkyVenture tunnels. It will produce 45%
a tunnel in Arizona and, next year, the UK. SkyVenture also more horsepower than the Florida predecessor and will be
plans to build tunnels in Southern California, New Jersey, optimised for skydiving. The Florida tunnel will also undergo
Chicago and Texas, has begun in Malaysia and are building a substantial upgrades,
tunnel in the United Arab Emirates for the military.

Quicksilva training in the SkyVenture wind tunnel

mailto:simonw@musicradio.com
http://www.skydiving.com
mailto:wingsuit@aol.com
mailto:bill@skyfun.com
mailto:alanmetni@pobox.com
http://www.TunnelCamp.com
mailto:mail@airspeed.org
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The founders o f  Cork in 1972; Dave Prince and Alan M orris w ith regular jum per Brian Shaw

C ark A irfie ld  goes back fo the 1940s when it was used as a tra in ing 
ground in the Second W orld  W a r and then N o  188 G lid in g  School o f the 
A ir  Training Corps took it over. They continued to fly from here, m ain ly at 
weekends, until transferring to W a lney  Island in ea rly  1947 . The a irfie ld  
was then abandoned but certa in sections o f the runways have been used 
post-war by private ligh t a ircra ft for several years.

The Beginning
Dave Prince found this piece o f land w hils t fly ing overhead one day. 
Together w ith  new business partner A lan  M orris, he saw the potentia l and 
jumped at the opportun ity  to rent it, starting N W P C  in Easter 1 9 7 2 . Soon 
a fterw ards the need became greater when the nearest parachute centre at 
C ockerham  closed dow n. A t the start there were just tw o  bu ild ings and the 
o ld  control tower. They d id n 't even have a to ile t fo r many years! Jimmy 
Latham is the landow ner o f C ark A irfie ld ; Dave says that he is the best 
land lo rd  anyone could ask for, you can tell him w ha t you need and he 
w ou ld  get it fo r you.

Let Down
Dave adm its the organ isation was hard and the h iring o f a irc ra ft was a 
pain. They started w ith a Cherokee 6 and then moved on to a Cessna 172 
but having to rely on other people and constantly getting let dow n meant 
they purchased one o f their own. It w asn 't ideal as it could on ly  jump two 
students and an instructor. Eighteen months later they go t a Cessna 182, 
which carried three students and an instructor, this increased the number of 
students per lift by 50%  and clim bed noticeab ly  better too. They eventually 
bought an Islander in 1982 , in keeping w ith other centres using b igger 
a irc ra ft and the influx o f students in the 80s.

Trying to cope on w ha t budget they had, the equipm ent back then was 
very  basic. Their k it store consisted o f four main parachutes and four 
reserves. A fter they ran their first student course they had enough m oney to 
buy tw o more and this continued as more students came a long. It was a 
good partnership; himself, A lan , Joyce and Doreen. Dave and A lan had 
met w hils t jum ping a t Cockerham  so it was a natural co llabo ra tion  and 
turned out to be a good one too.

Family Affair
A lan handled the recruitment o f new students and the m oney side o f things. 
Dave em ployed the pilots, sorted out the instructors and dea lt w ith  the 
a ircra ft. Doreen used to look after the kitchen and Joyce d id  the book­
keeping and ran the office. It was most de fin ite ly  a fam ily  affa ir.

Love of the Sport
It was a 7-day week try ing to run the centre but they all d id  this fo r over 
ten years as well as having their ow n careers. Dave was a site m anager 
w o rk ing  in c ivil engineering construction and A lan  had his ow n brick lay ing  
com pany. The w ork  that w ent into running the centre and the hours they 
had put in showed commitment all round -  but none o f them d id  it fo r the 
money, it was the love o f the sport that called.

Hit ‘n’ Miss
" If  you w ant to make a small fortune ou t o f  parachuting, start o f f  w ith a b ig  
one,"  says Dave. He got a liv ing out o f it, but not w ha t you w ou ld  call a 
good one. He said it was all abou t m anag ing  the money. "W ith  the British 
weather being how  it  is, you are a t the mercy o f  it, it's very h it and  miss 
particu la rly  in this p a rt o f the country."

Thirty years in business is a long time, yet this is just the start for the North 
West Parachute Centre. Based at Cark Airfield, near Grange Over Sands, it 
houses a vast scenery encompassing spectacular views of the Lake District, 
Morecambe Bay and the Isle of Man.



Dove, Doreen, Joyce, S tuart and M artin  
in the early days

Photo: John W illiamson

Natural Progression
It was a natural progression for Dave to take on the 
role o f CCI; a ch ie f instructor had to be appoin ted 
and, in those days, you d id n 't have to be an 
advanced instructor, any instructor could be a CCI. In 
1979  Dave learned to fly, partly  dow n to one o f the 
pilots leaving. His rigg ing  began out o f necessity. He 
says if kit was dam aged sending it o ff took ages and 
cost money, so he ob ta ined a sewing machine and 
go t on w ith it. W hen the Riggers' Committee was 
form ed, Dave was asked to sit on it. He declined at 
the time as he d id n 't consider himself to be a rigger 
a lthough, looking back, he had done as much 
sewing as they had!

Does Dave regret anything? "Never, it took a lo t o f  
hard  work, but I d on 't regret it fo r a minute".



Dennis Buchanan is CCI now, he has been jum ping at C ark  since 
September 1 9 7 9  when he was 2 2 . In itia lly  em ployed as a Bl and tandem 
instructor, Dennis has a lw ays been a regu lar face a t C ark  and a name 
you w ill never forget; he is like a p a rt o f the furniture. He go t his 
Advanced Instructor rating in 1998  and then took over from Dave Prince 
as CCI in 1 9 9 9  when Dave retired. A fter more than 2 0  years o f jum ping 
it seemed app rop ria te  he should fill Dave's shoes.

Family Handover
W h y  d id  Dave and A lan g ive up the business after 2 7  years? A lan  had 
long decided that he w ou ld  retire at 65  and Dave had been encountering 
back problems fo r many years. A lan  passed on his ha lf o f the business 
over to Stuart M orris , his son, and Stuart's w ife  M artine .

Stuart and Martine Morris
Stuart works fo r Lancashire County C ouncil. He's been jum ping since he 
was 16. He and his brother A nd rew  w ere both on the British Style and 
A ccuracy team for tw o  years and Stuart w as jo in t British N a tiona l 
C ham pion. His skydiving experience is vast; as w e ll as accuracy, Stuart 
has a g rea t dea l o f form ation skydiving under his belt. He was a member 
o f Cork's infamous 8-w ay team, N o-G o, in the nineties w ho  achieved 
bronze and silver medals at the British N ationa ls.

Stuart had hoped the N W P C  partnership w ou ld  be handed over a t some 
po in t and is g lad  it has. "It's nice to hand over a business from father to 
son. M y  Dad's astounded that we have a turbine and are competing w ith  
other centres in the UK. W e are up there now  w ith the b ig  boys!"  says 
Stuart. M artine , a qua lified  book-keeper took over Stuart's M um 's role and 
deals w ith the book-keeping and aud iting . A  silent partner in N W PC , 
M artine 's  p rovided constant encouragem ent and backing even through 
bad times such as the foot 'n ' mouth outbreak.

Mick and Kay Carruthers
M ick  and Kay Carruthers are the other h a lf o f the partnership.
"W ork ing  w ith M ick  is id e a l"  said Stuart, "being o f a sim ilar age  
and attitude. In this short period , this place is now  back on the m ap".
M ick , a p ilo t and skydiver, has a lw ays had hopes o f running his own 
centre. He's been fly ing since he was 21 and was one o f the first people 
in Britain to gain his jump p ilo t rating at the age o f 23 .

"In the fifteen years I've been in the sport, I could see the potentia l [o f 
N W P C ] from day one. Being a jum per here, m y vision was not just to be  a 
p ilo t bu t also to operate the place. In itia lly  I w anted to ge t a turbine, cost 
d id n 't matter. W hether we had  the jumpers o r not, the jumpers w ou ld  com e." 
In truth to this v isiting jumpers from Cockerham , Langar and H iba ldstow  
now  jump a t C ark. The facilities have expanded no end and there are tw o 
large a irc ra ft now  ava ilab le  to jump; the TurboLet for experienced jumpers 
and the Islander fo r the students.

"I'm  pleased we g o t the TurboLet. People back then laughed a t us but, now  
we have done it, who's laugh ing now ? I try  to listen to the regulars and  give  
them w hat they want. You learn that you do n 't ever expect anyone to thank 
you. However, I w ant to thank a ll the people that jum p here from the bottom  
o f m y heart, I don 't often get the chance to".

The future o f C ark is prom ising. "W ha t the future holds is in a long term 
partnership. There is still so much potentia l fo r us, m y head's bursting a ll the 
time with new ideas, I wake Kay up in the n igh t saying things and have to 
w rite them down! It's quite frightening to think how  much w ork goes into a 
fu ll time centre, when you  consider we are a weekend centre and  there is 
still a  lo t o f  organisation, we have w orked ha rd  to get where we are now".

Kay is M ick 's  w ife  and partner, she says "W hen M ike  was flying, I never 
im agined that one d a y  we w ou ld  be p a rt o f  the operation. It takes a lo t o f  
hard  w ork but we have achieved loads in a short time". Kay is a jumper 
herself and likes to get involved w ith  the people, the jum ping and the
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organ isation. She has a pa rt in the course 
bookings, manifest and the sales and adm in in 
the office. She can a lw ays be seen running 
around organ ising lifts and running the office.

More Everything
Dave Prince can still be found at the DZ attending 
to rigg ing  and sharing his experiences. He enjoys 
com ing to the parachute centre, w ithout the 
responsib ility that he used to have. He and A lan 
are still close friends and often enjoy a round of 
g o lf together. W hen asked his thoughts on how 
things are running now  since he left, Dave said 
they p robab ly  a ren 't m aking a lot o f money, but 
they are do ing a lot o f skydiving! He says "It has 
now  taken on its own momentum with a b igger 
aircraft. M ore skydivers, m ore people, more visiting 
jumpers, more boogies, m ore everything really".

w ho were British CF cham pions and many 
members o f British accuracy teams. A nd w ho 
could fo rge t M a rk  K irkby o f A rizona  Airspeed, 
m any times W orld  C ham pion, w ho started his 
skydiving career at Cark. He last visited tw o  years 
ago  and has fond memories o f his time here.
"Cark was a lo t o f fun. Like a t most small drop  
zones, the people make it, by being real, very  
friendly, helpful, and  just entertaining. N W PC  
meant g ood  times and  grea t people ."

What Now?
N W P C  has freefly, FS and CF coach ing on hand 
as well as AFF and WARP. Stuart w ou ld  like to 
see even more changes, a new packing area, 
new build ings, new everything.

Happy A nniversary N W P C  and here's to the next 
30  years, w ha t changes w ill w e see next?

Shining Stars
C ark has been the home to m any shining stars, 
such as No-Go, mentioned earlie r; Zero Tolerance,

Michelle Meakins 
MeakinsM.railtrack@ems.roil.co.uk

mailto:MeakinsM.railtrack@ems.roil.co.uk
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ALTIMETERS
FT50 Alti - w ris t m oun t £ 9 5 .0 0
FT50 N o w  a v a ila b le  w ith  G lo w  in the  d a rk  fa ce  £ 1 1 5 .0 0
A ltim aster II - b ig  clear face, for chest /  wrist £ 1 4 0 .0 0
A ltim aster III G a la x y  - new  b igger numbers £ 1 2 0 .0 0

HEAD ©EAR BOOKS

AUDIBLE ALTIMETERS
Pro-Dytter
A u d ib le  A ltim e te r, C h o o se  y o u r  settings
Pro-Track - A u d ib le  A ltim e te r
a n d  Free fa ll C om p u te r, LED d is p la y
N e w  Time O ut IN  S TO C K  N O W ! !
Jump Track CD and  Interface -
fo r  Pro-Track
T im e -o u t/p ro - tra c k /d y tte r  b a tte ries

CAMERA 6EAR
Vision O N ! - Battery free v ideo ligh t on ind icater 
Step Ring (Lens co n v e rte r fo r  PC 1 / 7 / 1 0 )  
Advanced N ew ton  Ringsight 
N ew ton  Sight Holder 
Cam eye II

£ 120.00

£ 1 9 9 .0 0
£110.00

£88.00
£ 5 .5 0

£ 1 9 .0 0
£ 1 9 .0 0

£ 1 1 9 .0 0
£ 2 5 .0 0
£ 3 0 .0 0

6LOVES
C a ll fo r size availablilify.

Aircrew  - Soft lea th e r sum m er g lo ve s , b la c k  o r  w h ite  £ 2 1 .0 0
Hitter - Leather sum m er g love s , b la c k  o r  w h ite , £ 1 6 .0 0
Sure Tack - Leather T a ck ifie d  p a lm , b la c k  o r  w h ite  £ 1 9 .0 0
Neum ann - Leather Tack ified  p a lm , w h ite  o n ly  £ 3 5 .0 0
N eoprene - W a rm e r g lo ve s ! b lue  o r  b la c k  £ 1 8 .0 0

6 0  FAST! T-SH IRTS
Short sleeve - C a ll fo r  cu rre n t d e s ig n s /a v a ila b il ity  £ 1 6 .9 5
Long sleeve - C a ll fo r  cu rre n t d e s ig n s /a v a ila b il ity  £ 2 1 .9 5

6ROUNDRUSH CLOTHING
T-shirts (s h o r t / lo n g  sleeve), g ir ls  c lo th in g , fleeces, 
shorts, trousers, b a s e b a ll ca p s  - C a ll fo r  c u rre n t s to c k /p r ic e s

G O G G LE S
Flexvision clear £ 8 .0 0
Flexvision tinted £ 1 0 .0 0
Flexvision overglasses £ 1 1 .0 0
Kroop £ 8 .5 0
Kroop O verglasses £ 1 0 .0 0
Sky Eyes £ 1 2 .5 0

I Sorz - tin te d , m irro r, a m b e r, c le a r  £ 1 9 .5 0

gle £ 1 6 .5 0
5 a v a ila b le  c a ll fo r  d e ta ils

Call fo r current stock and custom finish details 

N vertigo  X  f la t s ides &  to p  fo r  m o u n tin g  cam e ras  £ 1 8 5 .0 0  

Hurricane Freefly Helm et 

Factory Diver 

O xyg n  fl ip  up  lens

O xyg n  A 3 - flip  up lens, external altimeter port 

Factory D iv e r /O x y g n /Z  1 clear visor 

Tinted Z1 Visor 

Gecko  

G ath

Parasport Ita lia  Z1 Full fa ce , f lip -u p  v iso r 

Parasportita lia  Z1 a lp h a  o p e n  fa ce  

Padded Helm et bag fo r Z1 

Frap Hat

Bone Head M in d w a rd  M illennium

£ 1 6 0 .0 0

£ 1 9 5 .0 0

£ 2 1 5 .0 0

£ 2 2 5 .0 0

£20.00
£ 2 2 .5 0

£ 8 9 .0 0

£ 9 9 .0 0

£ 1 8 9 .0 0

£ 9 5 .0 0

£ 3 0 .0 0

£ 9 5 .0 0

£ 1 7 5 .0 0

LO66IN 6
Logbook 2 ju m p s/p ag e softback £ 7 .5 0  

hardback £ 1 0 .0 0  

10 ju m p s/p ag e - softback on ly  £ 7 .5 0  

D eluxe Logbook Holder -

C h o o se  c o lo u r p re fe re n ce  £ 1 5 .0 0

MISCELLANEOUS
G rid Reference M ug £ 5 .0 0

A ltim eter W atch £  10 .0 0

Tube Stoes - M ic ro  l in e /s ta n d a rd /ta n d e m  £ 8 .0 0
Jack Knife &  pouch - Llarge kn ife , b lack  pouch £ 1 3 .5 0

Z a k  Knife &  pouch - Sm all kn ife , choo se  pouch c o lo u r £ 6 .9 9  

Buddibuoy Flotation Device - Sm all, gas opera ted  
w ith  w h is tle  a n d  g lo w  stick £ 3 0 .0 0

Pack Boy - P ack ing  to o l £ 1 0 .0 0
Packing M a t - C hoo se  c o lo u r p re fe re n ce  £ 1 5 .0 0

Cypres Unit Call For Price
Cypres Batteries £ 5 0 .0 0
Leather necklace w ith  dep loym ent pin £ 8 .0 0
A ltim eter Chest Pad £ 7 .5 0
Sturdy A ltim aster II

A lti-2  velcro w ris t m ount w ith  'U' Bars £ 1 2 .0 0

Altim aster II 'U' Bars £ 6 .0 0
M ouse M a t £ 4 .5 0

Skydiving Basics

Doug Peacock - Andy Allman 

Skydive S p o rt P a ra chu ting  

explained by Chris Donaldson

Skydiver's Survival G uide (N E W !)

£8.00

£ 1 4 .9 9

£ 1 5 .0 0

VIDEOS
Basic Body Flight - S kyd ive  U n ive rs ity £42.50
Basic Canopy Flight - S kyd ive  U n ive rs ity £42.50
B re a k a w a y  -

The m ost th o u g h t p ro v o k in g  v id e o  ou t. Buy it. £19.50
Fly Like a  Pro - For e v e ry  p a ra c h u te  p ilo t £19.50
Pack Like a Pro - C om p re h e n s iv e  g u id e  to  b o th  s id e  p a c k in g

a n d  p ro  p a c k in g £19.50
Trouble Free Zero-P - Packing tips from the Pro's £15.00
G round Rush -

M a lfu n c tio n s  - h o w  w o u ld  y o u  react? £17.50
O la v  - M o re  Free F ly ing £29.95
Chronicle II - M o re  c lo w n in g  a ro u n d  - £25.50
Chronicle III -

A  m ust fo r  e v e ry  fre e f ly e r a n d  Base Enthusiast £30.50
The Clouds Edge som e th ing  fo r eve ry o n e £35.00
W illing to Fly package N o rm a n  Kent £70.00
Dive in - D VD - N o rm a n  Kent £50.00
The Good Stuff - just w h e n  yo u  th ink  y o u 'v e  seen

skyd iv in g £35.00
CrossWind - the  n e w  film  from  Patrick Passe £37.50
Anti G rav ity £39.95
O ver The Edge - S k y d iv in g , Base, L ing erie

&  m ore ! £39.95
Best o f A irspeed - Four &  8  w a y  d o c u m e n ta ry £45.00
Beyond Extreme £29.00
Q uincy M ega Session £37.50
W orthless Eye Candy £35.00

O ther Videos a va ilab le  on request
SPECIAL OFFER - STUDENT STARTER PACKAGE: 

log boo k, gloves, goggles and  FT50 A ltim eter
ONLY £ 1 0 0 .0 0  Phone for Details

E m a i l  y o u r  o r d e r  t o  s  a  I e  s  @  d z  s  p o  r t s  .  c  o

Name:
Address:

Tel/Email:

I enclose a CHEQUE payab le  to DZ Sports Ltd 
or please debit m y VISA /  M astercard /  Delta /  Switch

: □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □  « * □ □ / □ □
issue No. D O  Signature: Date:

please a d d  5 %  fo r c re d it cards , so rry  b u t w e  have to  p a y  fo r this too , no c h a rg e  fo r d e b it cards .

ITEM COLOUR SIZE PRICE QUANTITY TOTAL PRICE

Insurance is automatically added to your order unless specified in the box provided.
If you do  not accept insurance w e take no responsibility for nondelivery.
Insurance not required (tick box) d l

D Z  SPORTS Ltd, Hinton A irfie ld , Steane, Brackley, N orthants, 
N N 1 3 5 N S

Post &  Packing UK BFPO &  Europe GOODS

O rders up to £ 1 0 .00 £1 .0 0 £ 2 .0 0 POST & PACKING

O rders £ 1 0 .0 0 -£ 2 0 .0 0 £2 .0 0 £ 3 .0 0 INSURANCE 0 .95p

O rders £ 2 0 .0 0  - £ 5 0 .0 0 £3 .0 0 £ 4 .0 0 CREDIT CARD 5%

O rders over £ 5 0 .0 0 £ 4 .0 0 £ 5 .0 0 T O T A L
O rders over £ 2 0 0 .0 0 Free Free

2 4 H R  T E L E P H O N E  O R D E R  H O T L I N E  0 1 2 9 5  8 1 2 1 0 1
P l e a s e  s p e a k  s l o w l y  a n d  c l e a r l y ,  s p e l l in g  a n y  u n u s u a l  n a m e s .  G iv e  u s  a s  m u c h  d e t a il  a s  p o s s ib l e  u s in g  t h e  a b o v e  o r d e r  a s  a  g u id e

http://www.dzsports.com
mailto:sales@dzsports.com


WOW!!
Vortex II 
Complete 
Rig with Cypres 
£2,<?50 
inc VAT

Call NOW for details -

0(245 *12101
Demo ICits available at 
Hinton Skydiving Centre

DZ Sports Ltd
Hinton Skydiving Centre
Hinton Airfield
Steane
Brackley
Northants
NN13SNS

Web: www.dzsports.com ~-‘IS



AFF COURSES
Come and jo in  us in th e  sun for your AFF Course 
(usually com pleted w ithin 3-4  days)

ABOUT SEBASTIAN
We offer the best student training facilities 
in Florida, including:

ADVANCED COACHING/TRAINING PROGRAMMES 600 Acres o f open landing area
FS1 Progression: W A R P , and O ne on O ne Coaching. Skydiving Altitudes between 14,000 to
Helping you to  achieve your FS1 /CAT 10 in 4  days. 15(000 feet

Our flight line of Casa's, Super Otters 
WIND TUNNEL TRAINING Our Video Service
We can incorporate W ind Tunnel Training into your Free Camping & Showers
skydiving experience at Florida's famous Skyventure Trailer Rentals
W ind Tunnel in Orlando. Gear Store & Rigging Facilities

Undercover Packing Area
TANDEM SKYDIVES Air Conditioned Classrooms & TV Lounge
Let us arrange a Tandem Skydive for your friends ggr g, j j i^ j  gar
and family.

WHY CHOOSE US

For our highly qualified BPA & USRA Jumpmasters. Our state o f th e  art e q u ip m en t th e  best on the market. 
Our knowledge o f the  UK and European Drop Zones to  assist you on your return. W e are a specialised 
AFF and One on One School w ho offer professional, personalised training programmes.

O ur aim is to  introduce you to  the sport in a safe, professional environm ent where you'll never feel left 
out or lost in th e  crowd. Our courses are designed to  fit in with your schedule, so if you feel like a few  
days o ff to  see the attractions, w e can incorporate this into your training schedule.

Freefall Adventures
I  J 400 West Airport Drive, Sebastian Florida 32951

r lO T lO A  Tel: 772 388 0550 Fax: 772 581 4468

Email. SkydiveMik@aol.com Website, www.ffadventures.com

mailto:SkydiveMik@aol.com
http://www.ffadventures.com


BPA Roadshow Fantastic
A big thank you to all at the BPA, I've just had one of the best weekends.
The roadshow at Cark, run by VNE, was everything I needed and much more.
VNE, these guys could not do enough for everybody at this glorious 
weekend. Their commitment to each group or individual was outstanding. I 
have learned so much, my head is still spinning, trying to lake it all in. Tips on launching our 
4-way (as one for a change!), improving my body position, using the mantis and much more. 
It was a shame the weekend had to end so soon. But I know over the next few months my 
skydiving will improve, as I practice the skills that these guys have shown me. I just hope I 
can attend another roadshow this year; I still have so much to learn.

Also, a big thank you to Council member Jim White, who put me on the road to starting our 
own Junior FS team.

M ik e  H e n d e rs o n , fa U in g b rick @ h o tm a il.c o m

Just a brief note to say that the coaching roadshow with the guys from VNE and Liz from 
VMax was a great success here at NWPC, a lot was learned by all. Well done BPA and cheers 
to them shandy-drinking southern jessies from VNE and VMax.

T o n y  S p ru ce , T o n y @ s p ru c e y .fre e s e rv e .c o .u k

Front Cover 
Gripe
It must be difficult to obtain photos of the 
right quality and format for the cover. 
However, I think that you should have opted 
for a photo where the skydivers are wearing 
helmets, altimeters and do not have their 
cutaway and reserve handles covered. Even 
though there is a warning on page 2 
regarding the wearing of helmets, the 
covering of handles is dangerous and should 
not be condoned by The Mag (even if it was 
in America). I hate to moan, especially when 
I have learned so much from The Mag in the 
past three years.

C a lv in  B la c k e r

Our editorial policy is that photos o f students 
should conform to BPA regulations but 
experienced jumpers not within the Ops 
Manual are okay i f  skydiving abroad. This is 
so we don't exclude the many exciting, 
vibrant and high quality images we are sent 
from overseas.

The cover did generate debate at almost 
every UK drop zone about the importance of

seeing your handles. The velcroed T-shirt is 
deliberately obscuring the rig land hence 
handles) for the publicity photo and not 
likely to be copied; however it drew attention 
to the practice o f freeflying with clothes 
which can ride up over handles. I have never 
heard so much discussion on the topic as 
recently. Our policy respects the fact that we 
manage our own risks, through thinking for 
ourselves.

L e s le y

I agree, it did produce a lot of debate. 
However a disclaimer should be placed near 
the picture. Where this is not possible (eg, 
front cover) another shot should be used.
The disclaimer only mentioned lack of 
helmets, maybe it should have included lack 
of altis and covered handles.

Keep up the good work, The Mag is looked 
forward to, not only by me but by my work 
colleagues who steal itl

C alv in ,
c a lv in .b la c k e r@ c a m b b a .c o m

Keeps Me Smiling!
We are now living abroad and I really look forward to receiving The Mag. When you can no 
longer hear from people close at hand you actually miss the stories, pictures, news and, 
best of all, GOSSIP! It helps me keep my sanity and interest within skydiving and brings a 
smile to my face.

K e lly  S tra c h a n , m js 1 0 u k @ y a h o o .c o m
;--------

You're right about the disclaimer. Sorry!
L es le y

Sooooo True Luvvy
I received my first Mag yesterday and was blown away by the quality of, well, everything. 
Excellent layout, wonderful pics, buckets of info on current and future events and the Club 
News pages are well cool. A quickie on Lesley's editorial, soooooo true luvvy. There is 
nothing worse for PR than seeing grass-stained teeth on jumpers who think it's cool to jump 
with, as you say, a hanky.

L ee  'N o o n m a n ' K ing, le e k in g 6 5 @ h o tm a il.c o m

Worth a Thought
After a recent experience, I have some personal safety matters worth a mention to all 
jumpers -  no matter how inexperienced or experienced. Whilst training in the USA our four 
person team was involved in an aircraft emergency. We were seated in a Cessna 182 
climbing to 3,500ft to do accuracy -  WAIT! Don't stop reading because I mentioned 
accuracy, this could have happened to anyone! At 2,500 feet we heard a loud noise -  like 
an explosion coming from the left wing area. The Cessna had been hit from above by a 
Pilatus Porter. We were not fully aware of what had happened, we were losing height and 
our team leader made a quick decision to leave the aircraft -  now at 2,000 feet. We all 
followed and landed safely. Our pilot managed to land the damaged Cessna but the incident 
resulted in the tragic death of the Porter pilot.

When you get into an aircraft, you really need to be ready to get out at a moment's notice. 
Are your leg straps, chest strap and helmet ready? Are you aware of your altitude, ie, when 
you have cleared 1,000,1,500 and 2,000 feet? Do you have a plan for any aircraft 
emergency? What would be your minimum height for deploying your main instead of your 
reserve? Have you gone through emergencies with an instructor or, at the very least, in 
your own mind?

This is not my first aircraft emergency, I have been in a Cessna which ran out of fuel whilst 
climbing to altitude and witnessed several others. Many jumpers out there will have their 
own stories to tell -  emergencies do happen and when you least expect it. I know that we 
were all very, very lucky that day: I also know that we were all ready to jump. It's worth a 
thought!

D eb b ie  C urtis
BPA Note: Students should talk to an instructor i f  in any doubt about what

to do in an aircraft emergency

Penny Roberts
I hope you might wish to help raise funds for Penny Roberts, who is paralysed from the 
chest down after a skydiving accident.

Penny Roberts, senior nurse at the Bradford Royal Infirmary, was fit and healthy with a 
great zest for life. In 1990 she made her first jump and developed a passion for skydiving. 
In March 1995 Penny had a bad accident, as some of you will remember, suffering multiple 
injuries including a damaged spinal cord. Despite this she did a tandem jump a year later.

Penny also found love and in 1998 had a baby boy, Peter. Sadly her relationship with 
Peter's father did not last and she has had much confrontation with the authorities to keep 
her son. She now lives in her own home in Yorkshire with full-time care to look after both of 
them. Peter is nearly four and has been the best therapy by constantly challenging Penny to 
get stronger to cope with him. She has some use of her arms and hands and can now stand 
with a standing sling. She can move a group of muscles in her left leg and her injuries have 
been reclassified as incomplete.

Penny is a remarkable young lady who has fought for her life, her son and her dignity. She 
now has the offer of a new treatment, developed by Dr Burnard Brucker at Jackson 
Memorial Hospital, Miami. The Biofeedback treatment would last three weeks, when Penny 
would be assessed and any port of her spinal column that has function would be used to 
improve her mobility. Penny will need to take her carer and son with her. It is estimated 
that we will need to raise £10,000 to meet the costs.

Can you help with a personal gift of money or organising a club donation? If you can, 
please send a cheque made out to Penny Roberts at the address below. I'll keep you 
informed as the fund progresses.

R o g er W e d g e  CBE (R e tired )

Send donations to: The Penny Roberts Appeal, c/o Drews Lane Sub Post Office,
352 Bromford Lane, Birmingham, B8 2RZ
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mailto:faUingbrick@hotmail.com
mailto:Tony@sprucey.freeserve.co.uk
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T h e  M o s t  P o p u l a r  R e s e r v e
among skydivers who KNOW what th ey ’ re looking for

T e w v p o  Total Peace of Mind

F o r  b e s t  p e r fo rm a n c e , s t a y  w ith in  y o u r  w e ig h t  lim ita t io n

CANOPY SIZE | w m f  ■“  i V  m  1W B K t
EXIT WEIGHT f  75 K g ' s 101Kgs m m

Thom as Sports Equipm ent Ltd Tel: (0 1 2 6 2 ) 6 7 8 2 9 9  Fax: (0 1 2 6 2 ) 6 0 2 0 6 3  E-Mail: TSE@ skydiveO .dem on.co .uk

mailto:TSE@skydiveO.demon.co.uk


“Mummy - where do 
jumpsuits come from?

Sym biosis, of course ,  darling!

b p a  Office - Real People
Members may be comforted to know that there are NO plans to introduce automated 
phone call handling, telephone option menus or holding music to the BPA Office. More and 
more these days, we're getting plaudits for serving you through real people at the office, 
even through the super-busy renewal period. The personal service, attention to detail and 
willingness to put things right when we occasionally get it wrong (yes, we are human!) has 
been appreciated by quite a few members this year -  they've told us so. If you want to 
hear a friendly greeting from someone who wants to help -  and we have dealt with some 
strange requests in our time -  give us a call.

Communications
There has been a second print run of 30,000 copies of the BPA's popular Skydive Starter 
Magazine, slightly updated. This award-winning publication is given free to first time 
jumpers at most BPA drop zones to encourage them into the sport. If you haven't seen a 
copy and would like one, contact the BPA office.

Competitions

New b p a  Ratings
CS Bl Tandem Bl CS Instructor Adv Packer
Calum Bisset David Ferguson John Hillam Kevin Fyfe
Andy Carr Anne Johnson Michael Jackson
Bernard Holland AFF Bl Richard Bishop
Ron Perry Mark Maynard Adv Instructor
Jason Farrant Steve Jelf
Mike Harrower Paul Hollow

Anti-Doping Rules Published
The BPA Council has formally ratified BPA Form 220: Anti-Doping Policy and Rules, 
downloadable from the BPA website. This follows the current guidelines on anti-doping issued 
by UK Sport. It is the personal responsibility of all competitors to familiarise themselves with 
Form 220, including the list of prohibited & restricted substances and prohibited methods set 
out at Appendix A. Competitors with asthma should note the mandatory pre-notification (by a 
doctor's note) of the use of certain asthma medications, details of which are also given in

Appendix A.

Swoop Accuracy
A test swoop accuracy regional competition has 
provisionally been arranged at Target 
Skysports, 24-26 August, preceded by a swoop 
coaching roadshow run by Pete Allum & Chris 
Lynch the weekend before, also at Target.
Steve Swallow is sorting out the various 
permissions required to dig a suitable water 
trench before this is absolutely definite.

Nationals/Regionals
Rules for the nationals/regionals are available 
from the BPA office.

Roadshow Report
The first FS roadshow of the season was held on 11 -12 May at Cork. 35 
juniors and intermediates with between 55 & 350 jumps attended over 
a glorious weekend. Coaching was also provided to two more 
experienced 4-ways, reviewing their video and dirt-dives. 138 jumps 
were made: 12 x one on one, 8 x 3-way, 16 x 4-way. There was also a 
competition between two 13-ways. The coaches did a fantastic job, 
thanks to Martin Soulsby, Ian Stevens, Ian Matthews and Kev Sargent 
of VNE (British 8-way team) and Liz Groucott of VMax (British 
women's 4-way team). Thanks also to all the staff at Cark, especially 
Oennis and manifest and to Jim White, FS rep on Competitions 
Committee, who's cheerfully done a tremendous job in organising. There's

till time to catch one, see
below. Contact the DZ in 
advance to put your name down 
for this free coaching -  it's a great 
help if everyone knows roughly how 
many jumpers to expect. This is a 
tremendous opportunity for juniors and 
intermediates so go for it!

Martin Shullleworth & John Smyth

-----------------

S Y M B I O S I S  S U I T S
T h e  A i r f i e l d ,  H e a d c o r n ,  K e n t  T N 2 7  < W X  

T e l :  0 1 6 2 2  8 * 7 0  < 7 6 7  F a x - .  0 1 6 2 2  8 * 7 1  2 3 6  
S Y m b i o s i s . s M i t s @ b t i h t e r M e t . c o m  

w w w . s y m b i o s i s s u i t s . c o . u k

ROB C 0 L P U S  -  F a th e r o f Sym bi

Coaching Roadshows
Date Area Coaches Drop Zone Contact
15-16 Jun FS m Target info@targetsky.demon.co.uk
13-14 Jul Artistic tbc Peterborough hollandnigel@aol.com
31 Aug-1 Sep CF tbc Strathallan 01764 662 572
31 Aug-1 Sep FS Sebastian XL Peterborough skydive@skydivesibson.com
Camera roadshows are running alongside each FS roadshow

22 kydlve
J  June 2002

background image: Hans Bergrren

mailto:SYmbiosis.sMits@btihterMet.com
http://www.symbiosissuits.co.uk
mailto:info@targetsky.demon.co.uk
mailto:hollandnigel@aol.com
mailto:skydive@skydivesibson.com


Q u e s t i o n n a i r
Here are the result from the third membership questionnaire, issued as an insert to The Mag 
in February 2002. The results of the previous membership questionnaire in 2000 are shown 
in brackets, if the same question was asked.

Thank you to all members who kindly completed and returned the questionnaire and to 
Lucie Wood, Development Officer for her many hours of painstaking analysis. These results 
will be considered in detail by Council and its subcommittees over the coming months.

The total number of questionnaires returned was 1,256 which is a response rate of 
approximately 25%. (Year 2000 questionaire yielded 1,281 responses)

The results of the Mag readership survey (second page of the questionnaire) will be printed 
in the August Mag as these responses are still being analysed.

/. Gender? 2002 2000
Male 85% (88%)
Female 13% (12%)
No Answer 3%

2. Have you done a static line course in the 
last three years?

Yes 21%
No 78%
No Answer 1%

3. Have you done an AFF course in the last 
three years?

Yes 30%
No 69%
No Answer 1 %

4. Do you participate in the following?
FS 72% (59%)
Freefly 44% (26%)
Accuracy 21% (8%)
Camera 20% (1%)
Canopy Swooping 12%
CF 11% (4%)
Freestyle 10% (5%)
Style 3% (1%)
Skysurfing 2% (1%)

5. Do you jump the following?
B0C 79% (75%)
Pull-out 16% (11%)
Ripcord 7% (5%)
Leg strap throwaway 5% (7%)
Static line 3%

6. Do you have more than one s
Yes 20% (21%)
No 80% (77%)
No Answer 0% (2%)

7. Do you have an AAD fitted to your own 
equipment?

Yes 70% (65%)
No 23% (31%)
No Answer 8% (4%)

8. Have you ever had an AAD fire?
a B B I fe ,  4% (4%)

No 95% (94%)
No Answer 1% (2%)

9. Do you have an RSL fitted to your own
equipment?

Yes 26% (32%)
No 66% (62%)
No Answer 8% (6%)

10. Do you jump with an audible altimeter?
Yes '  68% (71%)
No 31% (26%)
No Answer 1% (2%)

11. Do you have a square reserve?
Yes 89% (88%)
No 6% (7%)
No Answer 5% (4%)

12. Do you have a round reserve?
Yes 5% (7%)
No 89% (87%)
No Answer 6% (6%)

13. Have you ever had to use your reserve?
Yes 35% (32%)
No 64% (66%)
No Answer 1% (1%)

14. Have you sustained a parachuting injury 
in the last three years?

Yes 12%
No 88%
No Answer 0%

15. Do you compete?
Yes 27% (28%)
No 72% (70%)
No answer 1% (2%)

16. Should the BPA continue to fund 
competitions?

Yes
No
No Answer

90%
7%
2%

(81%)
(14%)

(5%)

17. Would you like to see the BPA continue to 
fund coaching roadshows?

Yes 90% (80%)
No 8% (14%)
No Answer 2% (5%)

Note: Previous question: Would you like  to see the BPA fund a skills roadshow?

18. Would you be willing to pay higher subs 
to fund coaching roadshows?

Yes 47%
No 49%
No Answer 4%

19. Do you think we should continue to fund 
our national teams at the same level? 
(£65,000 was provided last year)

Yes
No
No Answer

77%
18%
5%

20. Should we fund our national teams at a 
higher level?

Yes 43%
No 49%
No Answer 8%

21. Would you be willing to pay an extra 
£10 on BPA subs to help fund our national 
teams?

Yes 42%
No 54%
No Answer 5%

22. Should we fund our teams at a lower 
level?

Yes 28%
No 65%

No Answer 8%

23. Do you read Council minutes?
Yes 87% (85%)
No 13% (12%)
No Answer 1% (2%)

24. Do you have adequate access to safety 
information?

Yes 83% (77%)
No 15% (21%)
No Answer 1 % (2%)

25. Do you attend the BPA AGM?
Yes 30% (34%)
No 69% (65%)
No Answer 1% (1%)

Note: Previous question: Have you attended an AGM?

26. Are you on email?
Yes 87% (71%)
No 13% (28%)
No Answer 0% (1%)

27. Do you use the BPA website?
Yes 64% (61%)
No 35% (38%)
No Answer 1% (1%)

Note: Pevious question: Have you seen the BPA website?

28. Are you happy with the content of the 
BPA website?

Yes
No
No Answer

54%
16%
30%

29. Would you find the following pages useful 
on the BPA website:
a. results/draws from previous competitions

Yes
No
No Answer

55%
27%
19%

b. frequently asked questions
Yes ‘ 77%
No 7%
No Answer 16%

c. change of address/member details facility
Yes 66%
No 18%
No Answer 17%

30. Are you happy with the content of 
The Mag?

Yes 92% (87%)
No 7% (10%)
No Answer 1% (2%)

31. Have you been to The Mag website?
Yes 43%
No 56%
No Answer 1%

32. Do you jump abroad?
Yes 82%
No 18%
No Answer 0%

**V* I .
, y d h j &
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EXTREME FX

The fastest, 
most powerful, 

NON Crossbreced 
9 Cell - PERIOD! 
GUARANTEED!

(SAFiHE 2
Icarus Canopies go 

"One Step Ahead" again. 
Best Mid-Performance 

9 Celt. 
GUARANTEED!

The Latest Innovation in 
7 Cell Design.

Best Mid-Performance
7 Cell. 

GUARANTEED!

new CU

: R I  OP!

S U P E R I O R  F L I G H T  

S U P E R I O R  L A N D I N G S

G U A R A N T E E D !

Icarus Demo Canopies 
available from 
Freefa ll It Ltd , Sibson  
Airfie ld , Peterborough

OMEGA I

A S K  A B O U T  O U R
S A T I S F A C T I O N
G U A R A N T E E . . .

U S A  - 6 3 0  S 6 2 2 7 3 5
E U  - 3 4  9 3 8  4 9 6  4 3 2
w w w . i c a r u s c a n o p i e s . c

http://www.icaruscanopies.c


D t i t y U  F 'U & f f l l
d

S K Y D I V E  EILAT

A u d i b l e  A l t i m e t e r

•  S lim lin e  des ign  — o n ly  9 m m
•  O r ig in a l  T i m e - O u t  s o ftw a re
•  Easy to  use
•  Batteries  re a d ily  a v a i la b le
•  3 0  d a y  m o n e y  b a c k  g u a r a n te e
•  A v a i la b le  S oon LED &  S p e a k e r  

Extension O p t io n s

Adjustable break-off bleeps: 3,500-12,000 ft 
Deployment bleeps: 2,500 ft
Flat line: 1,500 ft
Dimensions: 6 2 x 3 8  x 9  mm

12 months

T im e - O u t  T e c hno log ies ,
29  Farm  Hil l Road,  

W a l t h a m  A b b e y ,  Essex,
EN9 1 NE.

Tel / Fax: +44  (0) 1992  715  244  
Em ai l:

in f o @ s k y d iv e t im e o u t .c o m

www.skydivetimeout.com

USPA G ro u p  M e m b e r

S u n n y  Skies All  Year!

v  Learn to skydive using our wind tunnel 
Student programme and 9 skydives.
All this in just 4 days!!
NO hidden costs, whole student programme only $990! 

y  Or get your USPA A license in 10 days!

/  Free accommodation at the drop zone or 
inexpensive accommodation in Eilat 

/  All student gear Cypres equipped 

/  Night jumps every full moon 

y  Flight line - Cessna 206 and NEW Cessna 411

Call 00 972 8 633 2386 
__________ www.skydive.co.il__________

Sibson Rocks!
We've got events for everyone & all are welcome. Coaching in FS, Freeflying, Freestyle & Skysurfing. We’re 
getting a Windblade Swoop course on the DZ in July! Cheap jumps on Fridays for members & non-members. 
Excellent heated accommodation, showers, bar, food, indoor packing area. The Let is here until the end of 
November. We do AFF, Tandem, RAPS, WARP & Skydive U.

BPA New Age I Artistic Performance Nationals
10th to 12th August: Junior & senior events. Registration up to 9am Sat 
10th.

Coaching
Our resident coaches in all disciplines, Stuart & Alex Meacock & Giles 
Fabris are here all summer. Former world champion Ashley Crick will be 
holding coaching weekends in Freefly & Freestyle -contact us for info.

Sebastian XL Coaching & Camera Skills Roadshow
31st August - 1st September: free expert coaching n FS & camera skills from the UK’s top 4 way team for 
individuals & teams from FS1 to competition standard.

Woodmouse 4 Way FS Meet
14th & 15th September: the annual 4-way meet with junior, intermediate & senior categories.

The 3rd Annual UK Freefty Festival
21st to 29th September: Big ways, tube dives, tracking dives, coaching & much more. Our residents, Stuart & 
Alex Meacock & Giles Fabris will be joined by Ashley Crick. More to be announced.....

Peterborough Parachute Centre, Sibson Airfield, Wansford, Peterborough, PE8 6NE 
Tel: 01832 280490 Fax: 01832 280409 e-mail: skydive@skydivesibson.com

www.skydivesibson.com

mailto:info@skydivetimeout.com
http://www.skydivetimeout.com
http://www.skydive.co.il
mailto:skydive@skydivesibson.com
http://www.skydivesibson.com


Ike Kit Store Ltd
Lum  stock of all f t *  staff 1 *  ss fofy

>  » %  %  a  fe  1  *

Gold Necklaces
In Stock Now!

9 carat 
Curved 

Pin

Performance Designs • Sunpath
* Parachutes de France * Icarus
• Thomas Sports * BirdMan Suits 

* Symbiosis Suits • Bonehead
Sky Systems

Call, fax or email 
Rob Colpus

for help or a brochure 
O r drop in to the Kit Store at 

Headcorn D Z  at any tim e

v ; * r

July the 1st. 
to July the 7th.:
Spanish F.S. Nationals.

September(dates to be announced):
invitational 16-way F S.

O ctober the 4thto the October the 13th.:
Skydiving WORLD CUP 
and Skydiving European 
Championships.

e a n a T c  a ;  g u p ;  s ' m ec g O C C J T P C D C s ?  C 5 ©

C D C m T O T E D

Warning:The use of an AAD (eg. Cypres) 
is mandatory at the CPCB. 
h.ttp 2//www. sk y r a t s . c om

Super Pilatus & Super Otter all year.
Babylon Freefly school all year.

World class coaching 4 w ay & 8 way.
AFF courses (Tandem + all levels 

with air to air video) 1.350 Euros 
& Formation Skydiving School all year. 

(Must book for these courses)
BPA AFF Instructors on site 
to obtain CAT 8 and beyond.
Teams and group discounts 
and team  rooms available.

- J  I c s s m j r m m s s l
M C / I N O P I E S  #* • ....................  "  "

P.O.Box 194.17487Empuriabrava(Girona)Spain Tel.+34972450111 Fax.+34972450749 CpCb@gna.eS
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.........
The tracking dive must surely be the 
sociable of skydiving activities, 
people from different disc 
great variety of exj 
levels to join

To fake  p a r t  yo u  o n ly  need  to  k n o w  h o w  to  tra c k  c o rre c tly , e ith e r in a  f la t 
p o s itio n  o r  on  the  b a c k . F ree flyers  a n d  fo rm a tio n  skyd ive rs  can  b o th  take  
p a r t  in  a  tra c k in g  d ive . W h a te v e r  the  s ize  o f  the  g ro u p , fro m  2  to  2 0 , the 
a im  is to  co ve r a  lo n g  h o r iz o n ta l d is ta n c e  to g e th e r b y  fly in g  re la tiv e  to 
o ne  a n o th e r in  fo rm a tio n .

The le a d e r o f  the  fo rm a tio n  is n ic k -n a m e d  the  'r a b b it ' a n d  w il l  f ly  on  his 
b a ck  so th a t he can  see the  g ro u p  a n d  th e re b y  a d ju s t the  tra ck  speed to 
a  c o m fo rta b le  leve l fo r  eve ryo n e .

This so rt o f  d iv e  m a y  seem to  be  a r isk -fre e  la u g h  b u t in fa c t requ ires  
serious  p re p q r& tio n  a n d  b r ie f in g  to  ensure  th a t safe ty is uph e ld  
th ro u g h o u t.

How to organise a 
tracking dive
The o rg a n is e r  w il l  u su a lly  be  the  ra b b it a n d  m ust be 
a n  a cco m p lish e d  s kyd ive r in  o rd e r  to  be  a b le  to 
ju d g e  the  te ch n ica l level o f  each p a r tic ip a n t. The 
b ig g e r  the  g ro u p , the  m o re  e xp e rie n c e d  these 
p e o p le  need to  be, w ith  a g o o d  n o tio n  o f f ly in g  in 
re la tio n  to  each  o th e r a n d  w ith  s u ffic ien t 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f the techn ica l s ide o f tra c k in g .

,The o rg a n is e r  w il l  e x p la in  to  the  g ro u p  the  reasons 
fo r  his chosen tra ck  a x is . He w il l  then a llo c a te  an  
e x it o rd e r  to  each  m e m b e r o f  the g ro u p  a c c o rd in g  
to  th e ir  level o f e xp e rie n c e  a n d  p re fe rence . F ina lly , 
he w ill in fo rm  the  C CI a n d  ju m p m a ste r o f d e ta ils  o f 
the  d iv e , p a r t ic u la r ly  the  expected  e x it p o in t, the 
chosen tra ck  a x is  a n d  the  a n tic ip a te d  z o n e  fo r  the 
o p e n in g  p o in t.
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“the rabbit must be 
a master of the 
back track position, 
if he is not then the 
tracking dive will 
not be much fun for 
those taking part”



The rabbit's role
The ra b b it  m ust be  a  m aste r o f  the  b a c k  tra ck  p o s itio n . If he is no t 
then the  tra c k in g  d iv e  w il l  n o t be  m uch fun fo r  those ta k in g  p a rt.
The ra b b it  is the  le a d e r o f the  fo rm a tio n  a n d  m ust ensure the  sa fe ty  
is up h e ld  as he  b r in g s  h is g ro u p  o n to  the  in te n d ed  tra c k  a n d , 
im p o rta n tly , as he m a in ta in s  the  a x is  o f track . A t  firs t the ra b b it  w ill 
a d o p t a  m o d e ra te  speed to e n a b le  e ve ry o n e  to  q u ic k ly  jo in  the 
fo rm c t io n . H e w ill then a c ce le ra te  p ro g re s s ive ly  so th a t the  g ro u p  
can  e n jo y  the p leasu re  o f f ly in g  in fo rm a tio n  a t a  un ited  h o r iz o n ta l 
speed.

The ra b b it 's  b a c k  tra c k  p o s itio n  w il l  d e te rm in e  the  ou tcom e  o f the 
skyd ive . G e n e ra lly , it  needs o n ly  the  s ligh tes t o f e rro rs  fo r  the  fa ll 
ra te  to inc rease  c o n s id e ra b ly  w ith  a  consequen t loss o f h o r iz o n ta l 
speed (Sketch 1). In th a t case the  p o in t o f  the  exe rc ise  w o u ld  be  lost 
on  the fo llo w e rs  w h o , in a  fla t tra c k  p o s itio n , w o u ld  be to o  a rch e d  
w ith  legs th a t a re  to o  bent. The ra b b it  can  tra c k  just as ra p id ly  on 
his b a ck  as a  g o o d  fla t tra c k e r (Sketch 2).

The ra b b it w ill a d o p t a  p o s itio n  th a t w ill a llo w  a  g o o d  h o r iz o n ta l 
speed to be  m a in ta in e d  (Sketch 3) b u t n o t so excessive th a t 
e ve ryo n e  c a n n o t jo in  the  fo rm a tio n  a n d  fo llo w  (Sketch 4 ). Tow ards 
the  end o f  the  d iv e , a b o u t 10  seconds b e fo re  the  b re a k  p o in t, the 
ra b b it  can  a cce le ra te  p ro g re s s ive ly  in o rd e r  to  test the tra c k in g  
te chn ique  o f the  fo llo w e rs .

Sketch I -  Poor rabbit position

P oor p o s itio n  o f  the  ra b b it  on  h is b a c k ; g e n e ra lly  due  to  a  to o  m uch 
h o r iz o n ta l fie ld  o f v is io n . The h e a d  w a n ts  to  lift, the sp in a l co lum n  
fo llo w s  a n d  the  b a c k  curves. Result: h o r iz o n ta l speed is w e a k  a n d  
fa ll ra te  is h ig h . By us ing  a  v id e o  ca m e ra  to  fi lm  the fo llo w e rs , the 
ra b b it has a  te n d e n cy  to  a d o p t th is  b a d  p o s itio n  in o rd e r  to  g e t the 
c a m e ra  fra m e  he  needs. S o lu tion : m o u n t h is ca m e ra  a t a  m o re  
acu te  a n g le  a n d /o r  c o n ce n tra te  on  a  h e a d , c h in  a n d  chest p o s itio n  
w ith o u t e n g a g in g  the  s p in a l co lu m n .

Sketch 2 -  Very fast back track
A  v e ry  e ffec tive  b a c k  tra ck  
p o s itio n  th a t is e q u a l to  the 
best o f the  f la t tra ck  
p o s itions . The h ead  is 
co m p le te ly  le a n t b a ck  as i f  to  
o b ta in  a fie ld  o f v is ion  o f the 
h o r iz o n . The sp in a l co lum n 
fo llo w s , the  b a c k  a rches , the 
legs stretch to  the  tip  o f  the 
toes. The a rm s , s lig h tly  
sp re a d  o u t a n d  be n t, w ill 
c rea te  a  p o w e rfu l fo rw a rd  
s u p p o rt w h ic h  w ill d ire c t the 
a n g le  o f tra ck . This b a c k  
tra c k  p o s itio n  m ust n o t be

used d u r in g  a tra c k in g  d iv e  w h e re  the  a im  is to  g a th e r  to g e th e r a ll 
the  tracke rs  in to  o n e  fo rm a tio n . F irs tly  because  the p o s itio n  is too  
e ffic ie n t to  a llo w  a  ra p id  g ro u p in g  o f e ve ry o n e  ta k in g  p a r t  a n d  
s econd ly  because  the fie ld  o f v is io n  w il l  p ro vo k e  a  too  
in d iv id u a lis tic  f l ig h t fro m  the ra b b it  -  w h o  is supposed to  o bse rve  
the  fo llo w e rs . The p o s itio n  w ill be  w e lco m e d  a b o u t 10  seconds 
b e fo re  the end  o f the  d iv e  so th a t the  fo llo w e rs  can  test th e ir  
t ra c k in g  skills  a t h ig h e r speeds.

Sketch 3 -  Perfect rabbit position

P erfect p o s itio n  b y  the  ra b b it  w h ic h  enab les  each  m em ber o f the 
tra c k in g  d iv e  to  tra c k  c o m fo r ta b ly  in  the  h e a rt o f  the  fo rm a tio n . The 
p o s itio n  is f la t a n d  stre tched. The a rm s  a t w a is t level a re  p u sh ing  
a g a in s t the  a ir  flo w . The h ead  is in the  a x is  o f the  sp in a l co lum n  o r  
v e ry  s lig h tly  b e n t to w a rd s  the chest to  have  a be tte r v ie w  o f the 
nearest a n d  low est fo llo w e rs . The a rm s  o f the  ra b b it, p a r t ic u la r ly  
the  fo re a rm s , w il l  f in e ly  tune  the  a n g le  a n d  d ire c tio n  o f the track . 
For a  m o re  p rec ise  tr im  the  ra b b it  w il l  b end  h is p o s itio n  to w a rd s  
th a t d e s c rib e d  in sketch 2. This tr im  w o u ld  be  w e lco m e d  b y  those 
w h o  n o t o n ly  keep up  w e ll w ith  the  ra b b it  b u t w h o  a lso  d es ire  
speed. A ll th a t is re q u ire d  is to  d e -a rc h  the  p o s itio n  a n d  stretch o u t 
the legs.

Sketch 4 -  Flat tracking followers

N o rm a l p o s itio n  o f the  fo llo w e rs  on  a  tra c k in g  
d iv e ; the p o s itio n  is m o re  d e -a rc h e d  th a n  th a t fo r  a  so lo  tra c ke r 
fly in g  a t 100%  e ffic iency . The tra c k  speed a d o p te d  b y  the ra b b it 
d u r in g  a  tra c k in g  d iv e  m ust a llo w  the  fo llo w e rs  to  f ly  in  th is s lig h tly  
d e -a rc h e d  p o s itio n  a n d  is show n  here  in th is  sketch. This p o s ition  
w il l  g iv e  a  c o m fo rta b le  a n d  e q u a l speed fo r  the w h o le  g ro u p . It 
a lso  a llo w s  fo r  a sm all m a rg in  o f  m a n o e u v re  in the  fa ll ra te  and  
h o r iz o n ta l speed w h ic h  w ill ease the a p p ro a c h  to  the  fo rm a tio n  a n d  
the  f l ig h t pa ths  be tw een  each  pe rson .

It is b y  ta k in g  in to  c o n s id e ra tio n  the a m o u n t o f  a rch  in the  fo llo w e rs  
th a t the ra b b it  w il l  d ire c t h is speed fo r  the  tra c k in g  d ive . If, fo r  
e x a m p le , the  fo llo w e rs  f ly  c lose to g e th e r a n d  fa ir ly  a rch e d  the 
ra b b it  w il l  a d ju s t a c c o rd in g ly  so th a t e v e ry o n e  can  fly  a t ease 
w ith in  th e ir  m a rg in s  o f m a n o e u v ra b ility . H e can  thus a llo w  h im se lf 
to  a cce le ra te  so th a t the  fo llo w e rs  stretch th e ir  p o s itio n s  m o re , a n d  
un til he pe rce ives  the  b o m b in g  o u t o f  the  less sk illed  tracke rs .
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The followers and their placement
For the  b ig  tra c k in g  d ives  the  fo llo w e rs  w il l  g e n e ra lly  d iv id e  them selves in to  th ree  levels o f te ch n ica l a b ility :
The f la t tra cke rs  -  m a in ly  fo rm a tio n  flye rs
The b a c k  tra c ke rs  -  m a in ly  free flye rs
T ri-d im e n s io n a l tracke rs  -  g e n e ra lly  the  v e ry  e x p e rie n c e d  free flye rs  w h o  can  c h a n g e  fro m  f la t tra c k  to  b a c k  tra c k  p os itions  w ith  ease w h ils t 
fo rm in g  a  b ig  lo o p , fo r  e x a m p le  o f  10m  to  2 0 m , w h ile  b a rre l ro llin g  a ro u n d  the fo rm a tio n .

The p la c e m e n t o f each  fo llo w e r  is d o n e  lo g ic a lly , to  o b ta in  a  g o o d  v ie w p o in t o f  the  w h o le  fo rm a tio n  a n d  to  a v o id  the zones o f  w a k e  
tu rbu lence . The f la t tracke rs  w il l  be  p la ce d  in a  d e lta  c o n fig u ra tio n  in  re la tio n  to  the  ra b b it,  a n d  w il l  have  a  d o w n w a rd  fie ld  o f v is io n . The 
p la c e m e n t o f firs t to  las t a re  th e re fo re  tie re d  on  a  fa ir ly  u p w a rd  o b liq u e  p la n . The b a ck  tracke rs  fly  in the  space s itua ted  b e lo w  the  ra b b it  
w h ile  k e e p in g  a  c o m fo r ta b le  u p w a rd  fie ld  o f  v is io n  a n d  b y  b r in g in g  them selves in to  a p o s itio n  b e lo w  the  fo rm a tio n , e n s u rin g  th a t they  d o  
n o t g iv e  th e ir  b u rb le  to  a  fo l lo w e r  a lre a d y  p la c e d  in p o s itio n  (Sketches 5 ,6 ,7  &  8).

Sketch 5 Zl Sketch 6 j / ’

-  *  * * * -

• ----------  v / ir

aggjpge;

Sketches 5 and 6 -  A good field of vision
V ie w  fro m  a b o v e  (Sketch 5 ) a n d  the  s ide  (Sketch 6 ) o f  a  fo rm a tio n  d u r in g  a  tra c k in g  d ive . The tie re d  d e lta  shape  o f  the  fo rm a tio n  o f 
fo llo w e rs  in a  fla t tra c k  p o s itio n  in re la tio n  to  the  ra b b it  a ffo rd s  a  g o o d  fie ld  o f  v is io n  fo r  each  to  c o n tro l th e ir  p o s itio n s  in re la tio n  to  each  
o th e r a n d  th e re b y  a v e rt co llis io n s  o r  c ross ing  in to  each  o the r's  fl ig h t paths. The b a c k  tracke rs  take  up  p os itions  u n d e r the  ra b b it  in  m uch  the 
sam e s p ir it as the  f la t tracke rs .

Be careful
A w k w a rd  p la ce m e n t; a  fo l lo w e r (Sketch 6  in  b la ck ) w h o  flies  a t the  sam e h e ig h t as the ra b b it  can  be  taken  u n a w a re s  in to  an  u n c o m fo rta b le  
p o s itio n  d u e  to  a  search  fo r  a  h o r iz o n ta l v is io n . The h ead  lifts  up  a g a in , the sp in a l co lum n  fo llo w s , the  p o s itio n  becom es a rc h e d  a n d  the 
su rface  a re a  p u sh in g  a g a in s t the  a ir  d im in ishes . Because o f  the  a rch  the  fo llo w e r is in a  c r it ic a l p o s itio n . H e risks fa ll in g  o u t o r  b o m b in g  o u t 
o f  the  fo rm a tio n .

Sketch 7 Sketch 8

Red -  ra b b it  
B lue -  f la t tra c k  fo llo w e rs  

G re e n  -  b a c k  tra c k  fo llo w e rs  
B lack  -  w ro n g ly  p la c e d  tra c k e r

Sketches 7 and 8 -  Burble zones
V ie w  fro m  a b o v e  (Sketch 7 ) a n d  the  s ide  (Sketch 8) d u r in g  a  tra c k in g  
d iv e  s h o w in g  the  zones o f  w a k e  tu rb u le n c e  o r  b u rb le  e m a n a tin g  fro m  
the  tracke rs . D u rin g  tra c k in g , th is  z o n e  is n o t v e rt ic a l to  the  sky d iv e r as it is in n o rm a l fre e fa ll. The b u rb le  z o n e  describes  a  c o r r id o r  o f 
tu rb u le n ce  a t a ro u n d  4 5 °  in re la tio n  to  the  tra c k e r 's  b o d y  a n d  c o rre sp on d s  to  his a n g le  o f tra ck . The b u rb le  z o n e  d is a p p e a rs  5 -6 m  b e y o n d  
the  tracker. A s  is show n  in the  tw o  sketches, the  tracke rs  m ust f ly  a b o v e  o r  to  the  s ide  o f th is in v is ib le  b u rb le  z o n e  b y  im a g in in g  w h e re  they  
a re  lik e ly  to  be. In Sketch 8  the  fo llo w e r  in b la c k  p laces h im se lf a b o u t 2m  v e rt ic a lly  a b o v e  the  ra b b it  a n d  4 m  o r  5 m  b e h in d  h im . H e is 
th e re fo re  r ig h t in the  m id d le  o f  the  b u rb le  z o n e  e m a n a tin g  fro m  the ra b b it  a n d  w il l  fa ll o u t o f  the  fo rm a tio n .
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"the placement 
of each follower 
is done 
logically, to 
obtain a good 
viewpoint of the 
whole
formation and 
to avoid the 
burble zones”



Choice of 
tracking axis

There a re  tw o  cases in re la tio n  to  
the c h o ice  o f d ire c tio n  fo r  a 
tra c k in g  d ive .

Run-in direction

s om ew here  in  the  re g io n  o f 
1 ,0 0 0 m  fro m  the  chosen o p e n in g  
p o in t. This d is ta n ce  w ill 
c o rre s p o n d  to  th a t c o ve red  d u r in g  
the tra c k in g  d iv e . H ence, b e fo re  
the  end o f the  d iv e , the  fo rm a tio n  
w ill f ly  o v e r the  d ro p  z o n e  to 
re jo in  the o p e n in g  p o in t a re a  so 
the jum pe rs  can  com e  b a c k  u n d e r 
can o p y , m o re  o r  less in to  w in d , 
to w a rd s  the  d ro p  zone .

A -  Tracking group only
I f  the  e n tire  lo a d  is the tra c k in g  g ro u p , i t  w il l  tra ck  a lo n g  the w in d  lin e

Opening point 
o f first group

Opening point 
o f second qrou

Run-in
direction

B -  Mixed load
The lo a d  inc ludes o th e r skyd ivers.
If the  tra c k in g  d iv e  a x is  is no t 
ju d ic io u s ly  chosen a n d  respected 
the  tracke rs  risk  e n te r in g  the 
o p e n in g  p o in t a re a  in te n d ed  fo r  
the  o thers  on  the  sam e lo a d . 
C o nsequen tly  the  ra b b it  m ust 
choose  a  tra c k  a x is  th a t w il l  no t 
a llo w  his fo rm a tio n  to  e n te r this 
d a n g e r  z o n e  b u t w ill a llo w  them  
neverthe less to  fly  in to  w in d  a n d  
reach  the  d ro p  zo n e . For th is 
reason it w o u ld  be  best i f  the 
g ro u p  o f tra cke rs  e x it las t a n d  
a b o u t 10  seconds a fte r  the  o th e r 
skyd ive rs , in  o rd e r  to  o p tim is e  the 
d is ta n ce  be tw een  them . Then the  
ra b b it  a n d  h is fo llo w e rs  w il l  evo lve  
in  a  tra c k in g  z o n e  o f  be tw een  4 5 °  
to  9 0 °  fro m  the  e x it a x is  as is 
show n  in  the  sketch. B -  Mixed load The tra c k in g  g ro u p  m ust tra c k  a w a y  fro m  the  w in d  lin e  to  a v o id  o th e r  

ju m p e rs  b u t m ust s till be  a b le  to  tre tu rn  to  the  d ro p  z o n e  u n d e r canopy.

Be careful
The ra b b it  m ust be  v ig ila n t to  ensure  he m a in ta in s  a  g o o d  tra c k  a x is  w h ic h  is in d is p e n sa b le  fo r  safety. C o n se q u e n tly  the  ra b b it  m ust be  
su ffic ie n tly  e x p e rie n c e d  to  have  a  n o tio n  o f  h o w  fa r  the  g ro u p  has  tra v e lle d , w ith o u t h a v in g  to  lo o k  a t the  g ro u n d . D u rin g  the  d iv e , the  ra b b it  
can  rece ive  co rre c tio n s  o f  the  a x is  b y  o ne  o f  the  f la t tra c k  fo llo w e rs  w h o  is a lso  v e ry  e x p e rie n c e d , w h o  can  see the  g ro u n d  a n d  w h o  can  
th e re fo re  o p tim is e  the d ire c tio n .

A -  Tracking 
group only
The s im p les t e x a m p le  is w h e n  the 
e n tire  lo a d  is the  tra c k in g  g ro u p . If 
no  o th e r p e o p le  a re  ju m p in g , there  
is no  d a n g e r  o f  c o llid in g  w ith  
a n y o n e  else. S a fe ty  m easures a re  
id e n tica l to those on  a  n o rm a l 
d ive . The ra b b it  w il l  neverthe less 
choose  a g o o d  tra c k  a x is , to w a rd s  
the w in d , a n d  a  g o o d  e x it p o in t

W ind



The start of a tracking dive
To m ake  a  g o o d  s ta rt to  a  tra c k in g  d iv e  the  ra b b it  a n d  the  firs t 
fo llo w e rs  c o -o rd in a te  to g e th e r an  a irc ra f t  e x it th a t w ill e n a b le  them  
to  g ro u p  q u ic k ly  in to  fo rm a tio n . In the d o o r, the  ra b b it  w il l  be  in  a 
h ig h  flo a te r  p o s itio n  w ith  his b a c k  to  the s lip s tream . H e  faces the 
firs t fo llo w e rs  w h o  a re  a lso  in  a  h ig h  f lo a te r  p o s itio n  b u t w h o  w ill 
fa ce  the  a irc ra f t  e n g in e  on  e x it. Eye c o n ta c t be tw een  the  ra b b it  a n d  
the  flo a te rs  is im p o r ta n t to  synch ro n ise  the  e x it. The ra b b it  w il l  leave  
in a  s e m i-s it t in g /s e m i-b a c k  p o s itio n  to  g iv e  e n o u g h  b o d y  su rface  
to w a rd s  the  re la tiv e  w in d  so th a t he  d o e s n 't fa ll lik e  a  stone. He 
p re p a re s  im m e d ia te ly  to  stretch in  the  a ir  to  s ta rt the tra ck . A t  the 
sam e tim e  the flo a te r  fo llo w e rs  w il l  a c c o m p a n y  the ra b b it  in  his ex it. 
The flo a te r fo llo w e rs  w il l  a rc h  a n d  b end  the  legs s lig h tly  to 
cou n te ra c t the ra b b it 's  b ig g e r  s ink caused b y  h is p o s itio n . This w a y  
w ill g iv e  the  fo llo w e rs  th e ir  best a n g le  o f m a n o e u v ra b ility  to  p la ce  
them selves ra p id ly  in  c lose p ro x im ity  as the  ra b b it  puts h im se lf in to  
a  b a c k -tra c k  p o s itio n  3 o r  4  seconds a fte r  e x it. It is in the  tra n s itio n  
to  the b a c k -tra c k  p o s itio n  th a t the ra b b it  w il l  o r ie n ta te  h im se lf 
sm oo th ly  to w a rd s  the p re d e te rm in e d  tra c k  a x is . For c h o ice  A , the 
ra b b it w o u ld  fin d  h im se lf on  the  r ig h t tra c k  a x is  as soon as he is o u t 
o f the  a irc ra f t b u t fo r  c h o ice  B the  a x is  m ust be  c a re fu lly  se lected.

Approach and regrouping
In o rd e r  to  re m a in  in  the  fle x ib le  s p ir it o f  a  tra c k in g  d iv e , the 
p la ce m e n t in  the  a irc ra f t,  the a p p ro a c h  a n d  p os itions  in the  h e a rt o f 
the  fo rm a tio n  d o  n o t have  to  be  r ig o ro u s ly  set. H ow ever, c e rta in  
p r io r it ie s  on  a  tra c k in g  d iv e  a re  needed :

1. Positioning in the aircraft
It is im p o r ta n t to  p re p a re  the p la c e m e n t o f the  ra b b it  a n d  the  flo a te r

fo llo w e rs  so th a t a  g o o d  e x it is m a d e  to  e n a b le  a  fas t b u ild  o f the 
tra c k  fo rm a tio n . The o th e r fo llo w e rs  w il l  leave  as i f  fo r  a  fo rm a tio n  
skyd ive . The e x it o rd e r  de p e n d s  on  w h o  w a n ts  to  d o  w h a t. Those 
w h o  w a n t a  lo n g  steep d iv e  fo r  a  lo n g  a p p ro a c h  w il l  e x it last. Those 
w h o  a re  n o t y e t v e ry  q u ic k  a t these so rt o f  m anoeuvres  m ust n o t e x it 
to o  fa r  b e h in d  the  ra b b it  as th e y  risk  n o t jo in in g  the  fo rm a tio n .

2. The approach
E veryone  uses h is p e rso n a l te ch n iq u e , e ith e r as fre e flye r o r  as a 
fo rm a tio n  skyd iver. To e la b o ra te  on  these techn iques  here  w o u ld  
constitu te  the  w r it in g  o f a n o th e r sp ec ific  a r tic le . The a p p ro a c h  
te c h n iq u e  fo r  a  tra c k in g  d iv e  is s im ila r  to  th a t o f a  fre e fly  d iv e  in a 
la rg e  g ro u p  o r  a  fo rm a tio n  skyd ive . The sam e p o in ts , such as a n g le  
a n d  a p p ro a c h  speed, respect o f tra ffic , safety, e tc, a re  to  be  
in d iv id u a lly  m a n a g e d . N a tu ra lly  the  a p p ro a c h  can  seem m ore  
d if f ic u lt to  m a n a g e  in  the  firs t fe w  d ives  because  o f the  absence  o f a 
construc ted  base  as in an  FS d iv e , a n d  a lso  because the  ra b b it  is in 
p e rp e tu a l f l ig h t. H ow ever, yo u  q u ic k ly  rea lise  th a t f ly in g  in  a  
fo rm a tio n  tra c k in g  d iv e  is v e ry  s im ila r  to  a  n o -co n ta c t FS o r  fre e fly  
d ive .

Placement order
The shape  o f a  tra c k in g  d iv e  c ou ld  v e ry  e a s ily  be  p la n n e d  w ith  a 
s pec ific  p la c e  fo r  e ve ry o n e  in the  fo rm a tio n . H ow ever, to  keep the 
f le x ib le  s p ir it in  w h ic h  a  tra c k in g  d iv e  is m a d e , p laces a re  a llo c a te d  
on  a  firs t-co m e , firs t-se rve d  bas is. E ve ryone  chooses a  free  space 
w h ils t respec ting  the  cons tru c tio n  o f  the  fo rm a tio n  as m en tioned  
e a rlie r. O n c e  in  the  fo rm a tio n , ju m p e rs  a v o id  d is p la c in g  them selves 
in an  unexpec ted  m a n n e r w h ic h  c o u ld  be  d a n g e ro u s , fo r  e xa m p le , 
c o llid in g  w ith  som eone o r  g iv in g  th e ir  b u rb le  to  those w h o  fo llo w .

“you quickly 
realise th a t flying  
in a form ation  
tracking dive is 
very sim ilar to  a 
no-contact FS or 
freefly dive”

:
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Break-off
B re a k -o ff fo r  a tra c k in g  d iv e  is s im ila r  
to  a  fo rm a tio n  skyd ive . Id e a lly  
e ve ryo n e  w o u ld  w e a r  an  a u d ib le  a lt i; 
the  la test m ode ls  w ill s ig n a l b re a k -o ff 
a lt itu d e  a n d  the  o p e n in g  he ig h t. The 
b ig g e r  the  g ro u p , the  h ig h e r  b re a k -o ff 
w il l  be. For e x a m p le  a  s e p a ra tio n  a t 
5 ,0 0 0  fee t w o u ld  be  a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  a 
g ro u p  o f  2 0  e x p e rie n c e d  tracke rs . A  
m a x im u m  o p e n in g  a lt itu d e  m ust be  
d e fin e d  b y  the  o rg a n ise r. This w il l  be  
respected  b y  a ll to  a v o id  o p e n in g  
u n d e r the  f l ig h t lines o f  the  tracke rs  in 
se p a ra tio n . A t  b re a k -o ff , the  fo rm a tio n  
w il l  b u rs t w ith  e ve ry o n e  d ire c t in g  his 
s e p a ra tio n  tra je c to ry  a c c o rd in g  to  
th e ir  p o s itio n  in the  fo rm a tio n . Those 
w h o  a re  in  a  fo rw a rd  p o s itio n , n e a r 
the  ra b b it  w ill leave  a t a b o u t 4 5 °  fro m  
the  tra ck  a x is , those in the  m id d le  w ill 
leave a t 9 0 °  a n d  those in  b a ck  
p o s itio n  w ill leave  a t a ro u n d  120° . 
Each pe rson  shou ld  be  a w a re  they  
m a y  have  to  d e a l w ith  d iffe re n ce s  in 
levels fro m  the  s ta g g e re d  construc tion  
o f the fo rm a tio n , w h ic h  co u ld  have  
repercuss ions  d u r in g  the  se p a ra tio n .

Conclusion
The need fo r  sa fe ty  in  tra c k in g  d ives 
c a n n o t be  o v e r-e m p h a s ise d , 
p a r t ic u la r ly  w h e n  it  takes p la c e  fro m  
the  sam e a irc ra f t  fro m  w h ic h  a n o th e r 
g ro u p  is a lso  e x itin g . The techn ica l 
level o f the  ra b b it  is e x tre m e ly  
im p o r ta n t as the  p re c is io n  o f  the  f l ig h t 
o n  the  tra c k in g  a x is  is v ita l to  ensure 
safety.
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FAQs
What should I wear
A  lig h t fre e fly  ju m p s u it o r  e q u iv a le n t 
(sw e a tsh irt a n d  jeans) is id e a l. This o ffe rs  
fre e d o m  o f m ove m e n t a n d  g ives  m a te ria l 
a b o v e  the  w a is t.

How do I go faster?
D u rin g  a  tra c k in g  d iv e  yo u  g e n e ra lly  need to 
a cce le ra te  in o rd e r  to  jo in  the  fo rm a tio n . This 
re q u ire s  a  te c h n iq u e  w h ic h  consists o f  de - 
a rc h in g  a n d  h o llo w in g  the  shou lde rs  m o re , 
lo w e r in g  the a rm s  w h ic h  a re  p u sh in g  a g a in s t 
the  a ir  a n d  s tre tch ing  the  legs to  the  m a x im u m

If these co rre c tio n s  a re  n o t su ffic ie n t to  reduce 
the  d is ta n ce , yo u  m ust then g iv e  y o u rs e lf an 
e x tra  'l i f t ' .  This te c h n iq u e  consists o f g e n e ra tin g  
m o re  h o r iz o n ta l speed b y  a n g lin g  y o u r  tra je c to ry  
s lig h tly  to w a rd s  the g ro u n d  (10°  to  20°) fo r  a  sho rt 
d is ta n ce  (som e 2 0  m etres) b e fo re  re tu rn in g  to  the 
o r ig in a l a n g le . This sudden v e rt ic a l speed w ill g iv e  
the  n e w  e n e rg y  n eeded  to  re s ta rt in  the  f la t track  
p o s itio n  a t g re a te r  speed. The h ig h e r  ve rtic a l speed 
th e re b y  re d ire c te d  in to  h o r iz o n ta l speed as soon as the 
tra c k e r takes up  the  fla tte r  a n g le  o nce  m ore . H e w ill have  
to  conse rve  a n d  m a in ta in  th is speed b y  a  s tre tched o u t 
p o s itio n . In a  p la c e m e n t a b o v e  the fo rm a tio n  th is  te c h n iq u e  
d e m a n d s  a n tic ip a t io n . It w il l  o n ly  be  p oss ib le  w ith  a  bas ic  
p o s itio n  th a t is s u ffic ie n tly  fla t.

How much experience do I need?
This a r tic le  deve lops  the techn iques fo r  la rg e  tra c k in g  d ives. W h a te v e r  the 
d is c ip lin e , the m o re  p e o p le  the re  a re  in  fre e fa ll, the  m o re  te ch n ic a l levels a n d  
in d iv id u a l e xp e rie n c e  becom e  im p o rta n t. A  no v ice  w ith  5 0  jum ps, fo r  e x a m p le , 
w o u ld  n o t g e n e ra lly  have  the  te ch n ica l level needed  fo r  la rg e  tra c k in g  d ives, b u t 
co u ld  c o n s id e ra b ly  im p ro v e  his tra c k in g  techn ique  in a  d iv e  w ith  3 o r  4  o the rs  w h ic h  
inc ludes a  ra b b it  instructor.
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EQUINOX 
BOOGIE

12 - 24 October 2002

T h e  A u s s l e  B o o t l e ’
Twelve days & twelve nights of 
absolute fun & enjoyment on 
the ground & in the air.
• A great line up of Turbine &

Novelty Aircraft.
‘Trio Ludens’ Norwegian 
Freefly Team Coaching plus 
Australia’s Best Coaches and 
Load Organisers.

• Catering for all Experience Levels 
and all Disciplines.

• Ramblers Reunion - Win your 
Airfare Back.

• Awesome Nightly Prizes - for free! 
w • Party Every Night - in true 

Skydiver Style!

Don’t miss Australia's greatest skydiving boogie - 
book your holidays and accommodation now!

Check out our Website for regular updates

RAMBLERS DROP ZONE
FACILITIES
• RW School

Freefly School
Load Organisers • Internet Ac<
Rigging Loft
Gear Shop
Jumpsuit Factory • Pool Table

Variety o f on-site accommodation
Power Camp Sites

• Cafe
Huge Bar
Coin Laundry

• Internet Access 
Inground Pool

• Foos Tables



British 
Parachute 

Schools

The Control Tower, Langar Airfield, 
Langar, Nottingham. NCI3 9HY
Telephone & Fax: 01949 860878 

Email: info@bpslangar.co.uk 
website: www.bpslangar.co.uk

WE ARE A BUSY 7-DAY-A-WEEK CENTRE
flying our turbine aircraft every jumping day!

THE © EST  
C O U R S E S

RAPS, Tandem Skydives, 
The Best AFF Deal in the UK

THEfcEST  
W e l c o m e

Students, Flatflyers, 
Freeflyers, Skysurfers,

CRW, Birdmen,
Teams and loads of Fun Jumpers

TH E fcE ST
■ p H O C f t E S S IO N
RAPS Students love jumping  

our Turbine Aircraft

t h e u e s t
A t f r C K A T T  L IN E - t f p

Cessna 206, 
Cessna Grand Caravan, 

Let 410

23 - 24 June 
W o m a n ' s  B r i t i s h  K e c o r ^

YOarm -CAp  Weekend
Lots of cool skydiving ladies required!!

Strut your stuff and get in shape for September!

6 - 7 July 
C e n t r a l  ' R e g i o n a l

formation Skydiving C o m p e tit io n
Fast and furious 4-way skydiving

12-16 August 
19-23 August 

Instructor C o u r s e s

31 August -1 September 
•pO*pS fc ritis h  f o r m a t i o n  Skydiving 

^ecorb Attempt
C o n ta c t Pau l French: 1 1 3 4 4 0 .2 0 0 @ c o m p u s e rv e .c o m

5 - 8 September 
W o m e n 's  f t r it is h  f o r m a t io n  

Sky living t^ecor^
C urren tly  3 8  officially, 4 7  uno ffic ia l 
so w e go tta  go  b ig g e r than  that!

Team Train Mere - 
Special  Rates Available

rT \U C ?)® John, Janet anb 'JPhit Curtis
- TKiQQing, I<it Store anb Couching 

Canteen, TBar,
TZunkhouse with Team Koomi, 

Showers, 
l^urcje C u m p i n g  A r e a  

Unrestricted /altitude. Huge Landing A^ea. 
1-arcje 'packing A rea

t h e Ue s t  
INSTfcaCTOftS,
O R G A N IS E R S ,

c o a c h e s ,
V I U E O H E N  

ANU 'PILOTS

mailto:info@bpslangar.co.uk
http://www.bpslangar.co.uk
mailto:113440.200@compuserve.com


Spotlight
The Freedom of 
Flight 4:20 boogie 
was four cloys of 
fun freeflying 
action. Skydive 
Dcland's fleet of a 
Supersonic Otter, 
Rocketvan and 
Turbo Porter 
combined with 
perfect weather 
meant skydivers did 
between 6 to 10 
organised jumps 
a day.

Cveryone had the 
chance to be on a 
3D dive and a 
tracking jump. Many 
were skydives to 
dream about....

Freedom  o f F light cooches  
JimmY, Hunter, fllex  ond  
Francisco w e re  on hond to  
o rg a n is e  m ore th an  5 0  
p a rtic ip a n ts  in to  groups  
ran g in g  from 3 -w a y s  to  19- 
w a y s . 4 :2 0  ju m p ers  w e re  
g ro u p ed  according to  th e ir  
skill level a n d  e n co u rag ed  to  
e xp e rien c e  n o t only  to  
practice  th e ir s it-fly  an d  
h e a d -d o w n  skills b u t a lso  3D  
a n d  tracking d ive s . The  
respo nse from th e  jum pers  
w a s  o verw h e lm in g ly  p o s itiv e  
an d  p e o p le  found th a t th ey  
w e re  d o in g  rea lly  w e ll on  
skyd ives  th a t th e y  h a d  only  
d re a m e d  a b o u t.

38 skydive
June 2002

Photos by Rickster Powell and Francisco Neri
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S potlight
Canopy Ccfuccilion 
from Scoll Miller
The 4 :2 0  b o o g ie  included o  
high perform ance canop y  
sem in ar by Perform ance  
D esign 's  te s t ju m p e r Scott 
M ille r  w h o  is a ls o  a  Freedom  o f 
Flight canop y  school coach.
3 0  p e o p le  g a th e re d  to  so ak  up 
canopy in fo rm ation  as  Scott 
s h are d  k n o w le d g e  on h igh  an d  
low  s p e e d  ap p ro ach es , h o w  to  
g e t m ore from your e x is tin g  
canop y a n d  w h en  to  d o w n s ize , 
ju s t to  n a m e  a  fe w  o f th e  m any  
topics covered .

Unconventional
S atu rd ay  n ig h t s ta r te d  o ff w ith  
a  ra ffle  w h e re  re g is te re d  
b o o g ie  p a rtic ip a n ts  h a d  th e  
chance to  w in  cool prizes. 
R e g is te re d  jum pers  w e re  th en  
tre a te d  to  d in n e r a t  The  
Perfect S p o t a n d  
com plim entary  b e e r. Then th e  
p a rty  w a s  on. Three  DJs k e p t  
th e  crow d g o in g  in to  th e  la te  
hours o f th e  m orning b u t no t 
la te  enough  to  k e e p  jum pers  
on th e  ground S unday, w h ere  
m ore tracking, 
m u ltid im en sio n a l a n d  flock 
d ives  w e re  o rg a n is e d  for 
beg in n ers  a n d  in te rm e d ia te s .

By th e  a fte rn o o n  a  12 -w a y  
gro up w a s  a ss em b le d  to  s ta rt  
m ore c halleng in g  skydives, th e  
gro up m a d e  5  jum ps to g e th e r  
w ith  th e  in te n tio n  o f b u ild in g  
a n d  fly ing  m ore unconventional 
s h ap e s  in th e  fo rm atio ns, fill 
th e  jum pers  le a rn e d  a  lo t an d  
th e  m ost im p o rtan t th in g  is 
th a t all skyd ives  w e re  p la n n e d  
a n d  s a fe ly  e xecu ted .

Jam es Tranter

3  Freedom o f  Flight coaches
Alex Ramos, Francisco N eri, H u n te r Roberts and J im m y Tranter



07:20 Boogie*
S kyd ive  Long Is land

19-21 Ju ly  
h ttp : //fre e d o m o ff l iq h t.tv

http://freedomoffliqht.tv


C K Y D j V F T a r g e t  S k y s jt o r t s
The UK’s most progressive skydiving centre
Hibaldstow Airfield, Hibaidstow, Brigg, N orth  Lincolnshire 
Office Tel/Fax 0113 250 5600 
Drop Zone 01652 648837 
info@targetsky.demon.co.uk 
www.skydiving.co.uk D2  SHOP!!!

Summer Boogie N o.l 
BCPA Nationals 
4-way FS Nationals 
8-way FS Nationals 
Summer Booaie No.2

15-23 June 
1-5 July 

27-29 July 
3-5 August 

3-11 August

Unbeatable jump prices at Summer Boogies

Free fly Weekends and Events 
throughout the year

(  Summer Boogies ^
Flat flyers & Freeflyers alike welcome 

Enjoy cheap jump prices, both turbines,
FS organising & coaching - big ways 

Freefly coaching & organising.

First B o o g ie -S v e n  Z im m e rm a n n  
from First School of Modern Skyflying 

^here all 9 days -  checkout our website

V e r y  c o m p e t i t i v e  j u m p  p r i c e s  
U n b e a t a b l e  t e a m  r a t e s ,  

c a l l  L e e d s  o f f i c e  f o r  d e t a i l s

Fastest Turbines in the UK - Altitude//o/Attitude
D o r n ie r  D 0 2 8  G 9 2  - I S  p la c e  
S M G  9 2  ‘T u r b o  F in is t ’ -  I O p la c e
1 5 ,0 0 0 ft on most lifts
( A ls o  C h e r o k e e  6  f o r  s t u d e n t  ju m p in g )

E n p e f i e n c e d .■A|f v l I v l l lv t l l l l l
great plane line-up
huge packing hangar
covered creeper pad
kit shop
load organisers
NEW rigging loft
NEW unlimited video & camera
downloading booths

L  A

Bar & live 

entertainment 

Canteen - hot & cold 

food, drinks & meals 

Accommodation 

block, team rooms 

with VCR connections 

and camping available 

L  A

S t u d e n t , , , ,
3 large lecture rooms 
plenty of student kit 
many instructors for advice 
Great AFF prices 
2 student aircraft: G92/CH6 
cameramen available

L

mailto:info@targetsky.demon.co.uk
http://www.skydiving.co.uk


2 K Composites
T o  v i e w  t h e  b e s t  f r e e f ly  

h e l m e t s  in  t h e  w o r l d  v i s i t

www.2kcomposites.com
or e-mail info@2kcomposites.com

S k \rd iv e
Lovely Drop Zone in central Italy - 10 km from Adriatic sea 

Ancona or Pescara nearest international airports, special price 

with Rayanair

Friendly and professional USPA staff 

Rigging service 

Load organisers 

Shaded packing area 

Team rooms 

Services and bunkhouse 

Free camping on DZ 

Bar /  restaurant

E ve n ts  2002:
Open Italian national championships 29 July - 4 August
Skydive University Coach with Rob Laidlaw 18 - 25  August
Summer Boogie 1 - 31 August

Balloon / Beach / Night jumps / Parties and much more

Special prices for teams - call for information

Website: www.skydivemarche.com 
Email: info@skydivemarche.com 

Tel/Fax : +39 0734 964488

NOMAD N2 2 B
1 4 PLACE. TWIN TU RBI N E Al RCRAFT.

Now permanently based at:

N o rth  London P arach u te  C entre  Ltd
C h a t te r is  A i r f i e ld  
M a r c h
C a m b s  P E 15 o E A

Te l: 01354  7 4 0 8 1 0  fo r  m o re  d e ta i ls .  O r c a ll in  a n d  se e  us . 

Alternatively Email: Martinpara@aol.com 
Web Site: www.chatpara.com

Everyone w e lcom e  
O pen e v e ry  d a y  (exce p t M o nd ay) 

Team ra tes  a v a ila b le  
U n re s tr ic te d  A lt itu d e .

m  N 6302W

skydive 4 3
June 2002

http://www.2kcomposites.com
mailto:info@2kcomposites.com
http://www.skydivemarche.com
mailto:info@skydivemarche.com
mailto:Martinpara@aol.com
http://www.chatpara.com


Sun Path Products 
4439 Skydive Lane 

Zephyrhills, FL 33540 
Ph: (813) 782-9242 

Fax: (813) 788-3057 
www.sunpath.com

Photo 
by 

JC 
P

crre
n

http://www.sunpath.com


Twists in your lines crop up when the deployment bag rotates after being pulled from the container. During a 
freefall deployment, the bag is pulled directly out into dean air and with half a decent pack job, twists are 
unlikely. On a static line jump you are lying on the slip stream, head-higb, and the bag is pulled from a 
different angle, slightly up towards the reserve tray. This means it is more likely to gel knocked by something 
as it is extracted and start to turn while the lines deploy -  the result: twists.

Some parachute centres pack their student equipment using different techniques to try and eliminate this but, 
for the most part, twists are a somewhat inevitable nuisance that just happen sometimes.

The bag could also start to twist on extraction if there is uneven tension on your risers. If you are rolling over to 
one side on exit, then one riser will pull tight a fraction of a second before the other, which is usually enough to 
whip the bag into a spin.

Solution: always try and keep your body level on the airflow on exit and arch as you leave the aircraft. Just 
imagine you are sliding down a giant kid's slide on your belly, facing the same way as the plane. The whole 
deployment should happen a lot more evenly, with less chance of twists. In any case, they should 
happen less often when you go on to freefall. Always remember to look past your twists and check to >
make sure the canopy itself is good.

Dr David I
d ls a w y e r@ h o tm a il.c o m  ^

Can I jump here after doing AFF abroad?
I’m taking an AFF course in South Africa. After
completion will I be able to jump in the UK? S S 0 9

Simon -
Doing AFF outside the UK is a long subject, well covered in the
Starter Mag article, AFF -  The Whole Story. You can get a copy from the BPA.

In brief, there can be problems training overseas as the systems are different to 
our own. Also the equipment is likely to be different which means your reserve 
drills will have to change when you return. If you train abroad and then arrive 
at a UK drop zone needing to borrow kit and be briefed on it, you will be last 
in the queue behind all the bona fide AFF students at that drop zone, so you 
may find it difficult to get jumps in. It's likely to be hard going.

If you know where you will be jumping in the UK it would be worth giving the 
DZ a call (see page 73). Also, if you haven't yet definitely confirmed your 
course it may be worth phoning around the BPA Associated organisations 
which offer AFF (see page 75) as they all have a British drop zone which is 
prepared to take their AFF students on return to the UK.

If you do go ahead with your AFF abroad, get in at least 30 jumps
before you return and, if possible, purchase your own equipment. i m I

d iv e d r@ s k y d iv e m a q .c o m

Can I jump in the UK 
without an AAD?
I'm thinking of buying my own rig and 
I have 20 jumps. Considering the cost 
of a Cypres, is it against 
BPA regulations to jump 
without an AAD?

Franz

There are lots of dedicated, tested helmets on the market at the 
moment, designed to mount cameras for all types of skydiving. I 
like the 2K Composites ones -  and they're British -  but others 
are available too.

If you're making your own, get advice and help from an 
experienced cameraflyer.

Important things to consider:
•  Make sure the way the camera is mounted is unlikely to 

cause injury on impact, eg, bolts protruding on the inside of 
the helmet.

•  Make sure the mount can't detach from the helmet as you 
could injure someone if it comes away.

•  Think about whether your camera will be best mounted on 
the top or the side of the helmet.

•  Find a way to cover nooks and crannies which could trap 
lines, risers or rings on deployment or in case of a cutaway.

•  A strap or chin-cup can be used.
•  I highly recommend some form of cutaway system to be 

incorporated for the helmet in case of entanglement with the 
main parachute or lines.

•  Think about breaking off and dumping higher. Revise your 
reserve drills and emergency procedures to include getting 
rid of the helmet, just in case.

•  A slow opening canopy can reduce the chance of neck strain 
on deployment.

•  Think about your body position on deployment to reduce the 
chance of neck strain.

•  Protect your camera. Make sure that protruding bits are 
covered and supported, eg, the lens.

D r  D a v id  ’^ j f j
d ls a w y e r@ h o tm a il.c o m  -JSt )

Not jumping an AAD is within BPA regulations. 
Be aware that AADs are mandatory at 
Empuriabrava in Spain and will become 
mandatory at all French drop zones ,*>
from January 2003. | j|, Jk

d iv e d r@ s k y d iv e m a q .c o m  I f i J
-<S8

ydive
June 2002

I'm always getting twists!
I'm a static line student with six jumps and, for all but 
my first jump, I've been getting twists. My arch is 
good and I have a good stable spread, yet I a lw ays  
end up with twists. Is it anything I am doing wrong or 
is it simply bad packing?

Chris

I want to make a
camera helmet.
What guidelines should I 
stick to regarding safety, 
etc, to mount a camcorder 
to my helmet?

John

mailto:divedr@skydivemaq.com
mailto:dlsawyer@hotmail.com
mailto:divedr@skydivemaq.com


S K Y D I V I N G  C O U R S E S ,  I ’ K O G K  I S S I O N  A N D  H O L I D A Y S  
I N  T i l l ;  S O U T H  O l  I R A N C i ;  A N D  I L O K I D A

F U L L  T IM E  B R I T I S H  S K Y D IV IN G  S C H O O L  B A S E D  A T

ROYAN, FRANCE M AY-OCTOBER 
LAKE W A LES, FLO RID A  OCTOBER-M AY

W e ' .
tak e m o re  

s tu d en ts  ab road  th a n  
a n y o n e  e lse  an d  

w e lco m e  s tu d e n ts  from  
a ll sch o o ls!

sk y d iv e  @ a ir -w a v e s , co  .u k  
w w w .a ir -w a v e s .c o .u k

SKYDIVING COURSES 
& HOLIDAYS

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S K Y D I V I N G  S C H O O L

TOP BRITISH RATED INSTRUCTORS &
UK LICENCES
2 3  YEARS EXPERIENCE & BPA ASSOCIATED 

PERSONALISED AFF & RAPS COACHING

VIDEO ON ALL AFF, FS/FFLY JUMPS 

FAST AFF AND RAPS PROGRESSION

COMPLETE PACKAGES

GOOD WEATHER

UK SUPPORT

HOLIDAY VENUES

GREAT VENUES

GOOD FUN

C A L L  0 7 8 0 2  4 7 2 5 6 6  
0 13 2 2  5 5 7 3 7 5

1 0 0 % U&SZLUtU-
J S  J  J

B a c k e d !

http://www.air-waves.co.uk


It is with great sadness and regret that I announce 
the death of Pete Lambson, tragically killed in a 
skydiving accident at Netheravon on 30 March 2002. 
All of us that knew Pete, and there are hundreds out 
there, will remember him for his sense of fun, zest for 
life and love of skydiving.

coaching three such jumpers. H e w as also the load organiser of the POPS 
big -w ay record attempt, taking place at Netheravon over that w eekend.
It is a  measure of the respect and popularity in which he w as held that the 
m emorial service in celebration of his life w as packed to overflow ing. All 
6 0 0  seats w ere taken in the church with a t least another hundred friends 
standing a t the back. The service w as followed by a very poignant low and  
slow flypast (with C A A  approval) by two A rm y Parachute Association

aircraft, trailing smoke. The vast

He had a distinguished parachuting career in the "rem e m b er h  
Royal M arines . Pete w as the C hief Instructor of the . .
Hong Kong Parachute C lub in the mid-eighties, 
followed by a long spell as C C I at JSPC
Netheravon from 1 9 8 6 -9 2 . During this time he w as a member of the Royal 
M arines C an o p y  Formation team that built a  W orld  Record 24-stack in 
1 9 8 6 , a stack record that still stands as it has not been beaten since. O n  
leaving the M arines he continued to pursue his skydiving at drop zones all 
over the w orld but his home DZ w as alw ays N etheravon.

M a n y  readers will know Pete as a BPA exam iner and instructor w ho has 
w orked with numerous courses at all levels. M ost will rem em ber his wry, 
wicked sense of humour and his raucous cackle of a  laugh that w ould echo 
around every DZ he ever visited. I rem em ber vividly being on the end of his 
sense of humour w hen taking my AFF instructor rating. The debrief to the 
course w ent something like, "There a re  th ree th ings th a t b lokes d o n 't  like  
b e in g  c rit ic is e d  for, th e ir d r iv in g , th e ir sexu a l p ro w ess  a n d  th e ir s kyd iv in g  
a b ility ... The AFF in s tru c to r course  is ve ry  d e m a n d in g  so p lea se  d o  n o t take  
this c ritic ism  as a  s lig h t a g a in s t y o u r  s ky d iv in g  a b ili ty . . .  " W e  im m ediately  
knew that someone had failed . The debrief w ent on, "C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to 
Steve, D an e  a n d  D ick  y o u  ha ve  a l l pa sse d  the course, w e ll do ne . M ik e  a n d  
M ickey, ( fo llo w e d  b y  a  ve ry  lo n g  pa use ], c o n g ra tu la tio n s  so have  y o u !"  The 
silence w as broken by a burst of that laugh of his, the sod!

As an instructor Pete w as alw ays w illing to help keen up-and-coming 
jumpers progress. O n  the d a y  that he died he w as in a 4 -w ay  FS group

. . . ,  . . •  ,  m ajority o f the quests m ade their
r e m e m b e r  h im  f o r  h i s  s e n s e  o f  f u n ,  losNelherovon bar afte,
ze s t f o r  l i f e  a n d  lo v e  o f  s k y d i v i n g "  the service for Pete's 'Scran and

W ets' which w ent on long into the 
night. Pete's ashes w ere scattered over the airfield that afternoon by a lone 
skydiver jumping from a Tiger M oth. As the sound of 
the aircraft d ied aw ay, against a dark foreboding ~ ■■ >
sky, John Horne's parachute cracked open. H e J  
released Pete's ashes over the centre of the 
airfie ld , w atched in silence by his fam ily and

M ichael Rose, former President of the APA , \
and hundreds of friends w ho had travelled 
from all over the world to be there. It w as a
very sad d a y  that w as handled with dignity and «. ^
respect by a ll.

Pete w as one of those indom itable, larger 
than life characters, it is hard to believe  
that he has gone. H e is a lre ad y  sorely 
missed. O ur sincere sympathy goes 
out to H ilary, Kristie and Ben at 
this difficult time. 4^

M ike  Smith 
m ikeskydive@ onetel.net.uk

mailto:mikeskydive@onetel.net.uk


Great Airfares from Heathrow 
direct to Phoenix, Arizona. 
Only I hour from the DZ.
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M B o o k  your slotM^ 
W  ^online now at 
iWww.TunnelCqmp.com

4 £  W E  T R A I N ^ H A M R I O N S n
An entire range of programs for ' 
iumPers wKcmiave thousands of 

jumpslor those who have;
n n l  « v c r  m a d e  a k a !

An entire^range of programs for 
jumpers wtioTnave thousands ofi 

»s|or those who have] 
not even made onell

One-on-one wind tunnel training for new| 
and experienced skydivers by 

World Champions Arizona Airspeed,
Pre-AFF instruction, Basic Camps, 

Advanced Camps and 4-way Camp 
available at SkyVenture.

skydive''«+ h mo onnoJune 2002
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PARA GEAR has the largest 
selection o f rigging tools, raw materials 

and hardware in the world.
V is it our online catalog or order our 

latest p rin t catalog today! __

F u llfa c e d  H e ad g ear

*- BUTTONLESS Flip-Up len;
■ Several Color Choices
■ External Audible Port
■ Custom Colors Available

AUDIBLE NOT INCLUDED 
Shown with custom paint

Custom Colors b 
^Patterns Additional

Freefly Camera. 
Onon f̂ ^Smpiicity Headgear
Flat top and left side for cameras |  
Internal Audible Port 
Custom Colors Available 
Chin Cup comes standard

jPatterns Additional j

F re e fly  H e ad g ear

M - Available in Black or White Only i 
■ Accessories available ,

. • Will fit most head sizes 
-t-Shipping.  jingle Interior Audible Pocket 

• Camera mounts available. ..A O F F IC IA L  BO O G IE  V ID E O
The bait Quincy boogie video in recent yean.
RW, Swooping, Freefly, Parties, see all the fun! 
Rare moment* and great shots of aH your friends. 
"Martini Shot Films aced this one."
Possibly the last Quincy boogie EVER!

+ Shipping

l7 iT T 7 l7 T T 7 IT r f ?
F re e fly  H e ad g ear

! 0 3 0 3 Q S 3
F o ld in g  S k y d iv in g  

G o g g les  
Folds in half for easy store) 
Comes w ith  protective casi 
Available with mirror-yello' 
finish or smoke tin ted  lens

• D u rab le  h  A c curate  
m mmm m  r r  -  A n  in d u s try  s ta ndard  (C  n  fill -  10  Year W arran tee  
I - 1 I 1 U U  - N o w  w ith  Field
I  l i  1  R e p la ce ab le Lens
■ , .  . "  -  Larger, easier
(■Shipping t 0  rea d  fac e

Available Colors: Black, Silver,
Yellow, Red, Turquoise,

Blue, Lime Green, Forest Green,
Orange, Purple

Accessories b Colors available 
Will fit most head sizes 
External Audible Pocket 
The Standard In Freefly s I  /  ‘ Shippings!®

I  A n i *  n n  ntsc omv . — S d e c ifv
m m  I  NTSC or PAL

:  "BEST OF" COLLECTION DVD
Q n C B y  IV H S i *  Ton* o f great foo tage from  th e  lifetim e
U # 0  --------  o f a legendary vidaographer.

,stiw^  ■ Behlnd-the-scen** outtake*- vhs pal wraioa add sio.oo. S ee b * * t  o f  "From W ing* C a m * Flloht"
vhs pal vefiion .dd sio.oo -  T h I* I *  a  “MUST-HAVE" fo r  * v * r y  *kyd !v*rl

■(•Shipping 
Custom Colors b  
Patterns Additional The original movie with 

additional footage.
Junk Day, car crashes, 

skysurfing and ???
The iawdropper movie 

of the year!

@ 5 M l I B @ a Z I I ) C D C a
N e o p re n e  C am era  E n c lo su res

• Several Camera -_____ _ _
Models available A n E Q Q

- Velcro Closure 5 1 . 1 1 1 “
■ Protect the camera U | | U  
from  dirt ft moisture ^shipping
■ Simple to put on

or take o ff. c a m e r a s  n o t  in c l u d e d

S k y d iv in g  G o g g les

F re e fly  H e ad g ear Blue-Green, Purple, Red, Silver or 
Yellow Semi-rigid frame with 
clear mirrored Tens 
Great Peripheral vision 
Vented frame to keep from fogging

+Shipping

W ris t  M o u n t  A lt im e te r  
.  M  M  n M  -  D u ra b le  b  A c c u ra te  
I  • !  0  QO ■ Additional ORANGE
I  J « 9 C  —  w a rn in g  segm ent  
I I I U  -  Easy R ead  N u m b e r*
+ Shipping

Available Colors:
Black, Silver, Blue or Purple

System 
Dual External 
Audible Ports 
Custom Colors 
Available

Custom Colors b 
Patterns Additional

+Shipping

Camera 
I— Enclosures 
Fit* PC 1 0 0 ,1 1 0 ,5  6 9  
C arbon Fiber D urability  
Great Cam era Protection  
P le a **  specify cam era modal

Allows the operation of a camera 
in OFF/Stand By I And Record Modes 
Compatible with most LANC port 
Video Cameras 
Easy to install & operate

Audible A ltim eter fat Freefall Computer

d n o Q H iK ip -n s tf™ ;.
Y L U U  ■ Software Available

i ^Shipping. Optional Jump-Track Software 
jk can be ordered separately for $99.00 ,

Audible Altimeter it Skydive Computer
J k  m n gm  Logs info for 200 jumpsP I QQUIJ Compatible with Z1-STI 
0 1 0 0  Fullface headgear

+ Shipping ■ Up to 3 Warning Altitude l+Shipping+Shipping
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KIT FOR SALE

COMPLETE KIT 1 Pin Teardrop -  purple/green, 
Sabre 135 -  purple/green/pink, Tempo 150 -  
Unused 350 jumps from new. Immaculate condition 
£1,000. Phone Joe, 0 2 8 9 2  6 9 8 4 5 2

HORNET M A IN  150 black and purple. 76 jumps, 
collapsible pilot chute, purple risers. £550 ono. Tel: 
Kevin 0 7 8 7 6  4 0 4 2 1 7  Email:
Kevin@lost2.demon.co.uk

COMPLETE SYSTEM Vulcan container, Predator 
170 main (350 jumps) zero P and micro lines. B0C 
and leg throwaway. Cypres, just serviced. Phantom 
145 Reserve 1 jump with backpack £1,400. Also 
Alti-2 Altimeter £50. Very reluctant sale. Contact; 
John on 0 1 4 7 4  7 4 2 9 8 1

COMPLETE KIT. Racer Elite with freefly mods, 
Stilleto 135, Raven Reserve, Wildfire 168, spare 
main, with new microlines, Gecko, Time out, 
Altimaster, Jumpsuits etc etc. Everything £1,600  
ovno. Contact; Roy 0 1 4 5 2  3 8 0 8 8 3 ,  mob; 
0 7 9 6 7 8 5 3 6 6 9 .  Email: prilla.killa@virgin.net

COMPLETE R IG , Javelin NJ (A1 condition), 
PD126 reserve (never used), Brand new (1 jump) 
vengeance 107, Cypres (recently serviced) £2,400  
no offers. Contact: Gwilym Floyd 0 7 7 4 7  7 8 4 8 5 3  
Email: bskies@aol.com

COMPLETE R IG . NJ Javelin with all extras, 
Spectre 120 PD113. 0 jumps. Great condition. 
Cypres, 2 Audible altimeters. 3 helmets, 3 suits 
Altimeter & other extras £3,000 . Contact; 
Martin 0 2 0  8 6 6 6  0 2 5 9  
Email: martin barnett@hotmail.com

COMPLETE R IG . Sabre 150, Racer Elite, dark 
and light blue. PD143 Reserve, unused. As new 
condition. Genuine 40 jumps. Cypres requires 
service £1,800 ono. Contact; Robbie 0 7 7 1 1  
6 7 1 3 0 1

C O NTAINER A N D  RESERVE A T O M  0
container, medium harness, B0C, Cypres ready 
with Mayday 7 reserve. Will take 150 -  170 main. 
BT50 currently fitted. Included in price. £550. 
Contact Dave 0 1 4 7 3  6 0 2 5 9 4 .

2  RIGS: Racer, blue PD150. blue Micro Raven, 
unused -  Pigmee. blue & red, Comet rainbow, 
GQSAC 26' Lopo. Complete or will split. Sensible 
offers. Contact; Mike 01527 821756 or 0 7 8 0 2  
7 6 8 7 5 1 .  Email: mbdcoleman@btinternet.com

COMPLETE JU M P  GEAR Javelin J4, black/blue 
pinstripe container, Ringed harness, boc, Spectre 
190 (50 jumps) PD170 reserve unused, Cypres, 
Z1 black helmet, protrack audible altimeter and 
computer (boxed unused) £2,200 ono. Everything 
must go. New frightened wife forces sale!! Contact; 
Alex 0 2 0 7  4 3 1 1 9 9 3 ,  email; alex@ khan- 
shakespere.fsnet.co.uk

COMPLETE R IG  Stiletto 120, Micro Raven 120, 
single pin Teardrop, Cypres Installed. £1,200. 
Contact Brian 0 7 0 5 0  1 6 9 3 0 1  Email:
robertsonbrian99@cs.com

SPECTRE 1 5 0 , 250 jumps, red and black stripes, 
black slider. Good condition. £800 ono. Contact; 
Alex 0 7 9 3 9  0 5 1 0 5 7  Email:
alexmicallef@hotmail.com

1 P IN  VECTOR 2  (medium harness), Icarus 130 
(9-cell) 200 jumps. Firelight reserve, 0 jumps 
£600. Velocity camera hat, laser alignment sight, 
fixed eye sight, quick release chin straps, cam eye 
fitted £230. Contact; John McLoughlin 
0 7 9 5 8  0 6 3 6 1 8  or jmcloughlin@aol.com

M A IN  A N D  CONTAINER Springo 160 (b lue / 
white) in Atom container (red/white /b lue) as 
new, only 22 jumps. Must be seen. Will split for 
quick sale. Only £1,200. Contact; Nick 
0 7 9 0 0  6 9 0 9 0 3  Midlands or Email:
helloglynn@btinternet.com

COMPLETE R IG . Teardrop 1 pin, SF, only 35 
jumps. 2 years old. Spectre 190 main. PDI60 reserve 
(unused). Hip rings, hook knife, BOC, collapsible pilot 
shoot, hacky. Fitted with Cyres (expert), 
purple/white. Original receipts and manuals. Gear 
bag /  packing mat. £2,650 ono. Tel: 0 1 6 1  
7 7 6 3 7 6 5  (daytime) or 0 1 6 0 6  3 3 3 1 0 8  
(evenings)

COMPLETE RIG : Teardrop, Fury 220,
both 60 jumps. Tempo 170 reserve (never used),
Cypres Expert (new in 2000). All excellent
condition. One 6ft owner. £2,150 ono. Tel: Janet 
Mackintosh 0 1 1 3  2 7 3 7 6 7 6  Email:
jem@maths.leeds.ac.uk

1 P IN  TEARDROP (medium harness) PD 190 (9 
cell) 500 jumps. Firelight reserve 0 jumps. Cypres 
(recently serviced) £1,600. Contact; John 
McLoughlin 0 7 9 5 8  0 6 3 6 1 8  or
jmdoughlin@aol.com

JAVELIN J l .  red (1994). BT 40 ZP main. PD143 
reserve. Unused. Main 226 jumps. Full history. 
£1,400 no offers. Contact; Malcolm Talbott 
0 1 3 8 6  8 3 3 6 7 9 .  Email:
mtalbott@ukgateway.net

ACCOMMODATION

E M PU R IA  BRAVA. All year. Private Apartment 5 
mins from CPCB dropzone. 6 Beds, TV, 
satellite/VCR. Will sleep 6 in style & comfort.
For details contact David.Email:puigmal@GMX.net 
Tel: 0 0 3 4  6 4 9 1 5  3 2 3 9 .

ESPACE BOOGIE 2 0 0 2 .  Going and not 
jumping? Want to earn some cash looking after 
my 4 year old daughter? Daytimes only so you 
wont miss the partyingl Lift available. Please help. 
I need to jump. Call Jo; 0 1 6 0 3  4 4 9 6 7 4  or 
email: jo.malone@archant.co.uk

NOTES FOR ADVERTISING
CO NDITIO NS OF ACCEPTANCE f e e  ort t e d  on fc  m m  of
every advertising acknowledgement, or are available from Warners Group 
Publications Pit. In addition the following supplementary conditions apply:
FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ONLY: Every effort is made to comply with 
the advertiser's wishes, but Skydive Mag reserves the right to alter copy if necessary. 
FOR ALL ADVERTISING In the event of advertisers failing to pay by the due 
date, Warners Group Publications reserves the right to pass on any legal and 
any other associated debt recovery costs.
NOTES TO BUYERS AND SELLERS Attention is drown to the Business 
Advertisement Disclosure Order 1977, which stipulates that trade advertisers must 
indicate that they ore selling goods or services in the course of carrying on their 
business. It is the traders responsibility to comply with this order ond any trader not 
doing so runs the risk of prosecution. Traders, indicate your status when you send your 
copy ond we will odd T  to the end of the advertisement number accordingly.
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Classified adverts also available on the BPA website: www.bpa.org.uk
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For an extra £ 10.00 I  would like to appear on the B PA  Website □

Please indicate the numbers o f issues required □
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ON COMPLETION SEND ENTRY TO:
J o  C o o k e ,  C la s s if ie d  A d v e rt is e m e n t  D e p a r tm e n t, S k y d iv e  M a g  
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CUTAWAY CROSSWORD
Two se ts  of clues with the same solutions

rhe main 
clu*- 'r  ^ 5 <*)

1  B  I  1  i  
I 9 B B B B B  B B B B B B B 6  
B B S  B  B  B _ B

Reserve clues
A c r o s s :  D o w n :

th e  reserve  
clues a re  much 
m ore con tro llab le .

*

Make a decision -  s ta y  w ith  th e  
-  o r cu t away and use th e  reserve

JVJSJJXJ
c r a s s :

P h o to g r a p h e r  e a t s  K e n tu c k y  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  a l t i t u d e  ( 7 )  
S l i c e  p o r t io n  o f  d in in g - c a r  v e a l ( 5 )
T o lk i e n 's  v ie w  f r o m  a  t r e e ?  -  k n o t  ( 8 )
I t ' s  h e a r d  a l l  a r o u n d  w h e n  t h e  n e e d le  is  d r o p p e d ?  ( 6 ) 
A c c o m p l is h  c r a z y  f o r m a t io n s  ( 6 )
B u i ld in g  a  c a n o p y  f o r m a t io n ,  s t a r t  s w o o p in g  a n d  
t u r n in g  ( 8 )
Q u ic k  t u r n s  t h a t  g o  d o w n  w e l l  ( 7 )
L o w  s k y d iv in g ?  ( 4 )
T h e  b ig  f i lm .  T im e le s s  im a g e , g e t s  a  t e n  ( 4 )
B a c k  u p  a n d  r e v e r s e  r o u n d  t h e  b e n d  ( 7 )
H e 's  a n  'o u t  o f  t h i s  w o r ld '  f r e e f a l l  e x p e r t  ( 8 )
I t  c a n  b e  t a k e n  a w a y  a n d  t e s t e d  f o r  a lc o h o l ( 6 )
I t  t a k e s  t h e  p is s ,  b e in g  r e p a id  in  r e v e r s e  ( 6 )
L o o k  f o r w a r d  f r o m  f o e ' s ' l e  b r i e f l y  ( 8 )
P o w e r le s s  m o v e m e n t  o n  t h i s  s lo p e  ( 5 )
T h e s e  s c i - f i  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  b e  s t u c k  u p  ( 7 )

2  K in g  h a s  s e x  a p p e a l w a lk in g  u n d e r  c a n o p y  ( 6 )
3  T w in  p ig s  f l y  b o t h  s id e s  o f  a n  a e r o p la n e  ( 8 )
4  T u r n  o v e r  t h e  b r e a d  ( 4 )
6  S a v a g e  a n g le  o f  w in g  ( 6 )
7  U p r ig h t  f r e e f l y e r s  r e l a t i v e  w o r k  ( 8 )
8  P r e p a r e d  h a n d y  p r o m p t  ( 5 )
9  B r a k e  s w i t c h e s  ( 7 )
12  S k y d iv e  s t a r t s  w i t h  la n k y  E d w a r d  n o t  f l y in g  

f o r w a r d  ( 7 )
1 5  R e le a s e  c a t c h ,  i t  h o ld s  t h e  r e s e r v e  ( 4 , 3 )
18  P r o b le m  I  r a is e d  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  a p r o n  ( 7 )
1 9  F ly  a f t e r  la u n c h  a s  a i r b o r n e  t r o o p s  s ic k e n  ( 8 )
2 0  W h e r e  t o  w e a r  a  h e lm e t ,  a b o v e  t h e  D Z  ( 8 )
2 3  H ip  o r  a n k le  h a r n e s s  ( 6 )
2 4  R u n  in t o  f i r s t  c la s s  w in g  ( o f  t h i s  t y p e )  ( 3 - 3 )
2 5  H e a r d  t o  f i r e  a  r o u n d ,  s a y  ( 5 )
2 8  B e a t  v e r y  t h i n  m e ta l  p la t e  ( 4 )

sky

1 U p 2 P la y in g  w i t h  a  t o y  in  t h e  w in d
5 T u r n  d u r in g  f l a r e 3 E n d s  o f  a e r o f o i l s
10 C o l l id e  in  C R e W 4 P i t c h ,  y a w ...
11 H i- F i 6 W in g  a n g le
13 P a s t r ie s 7 E r e c t
14 P il in g  u p 8 U p  f o r  i t
16 H e l ic e s 9 S t e e r in g  h a n d le s
17 B o t t o m 12 D e la y e d
21 C in e m a  f o r m a t 15 D e ta c h a b le  d e p lo y m e n t  a id  ( 4 , 3 )
2 2 B o o k 18 R e s t r i c t e d  a r e a  o f  a i r p o r t
2 6 A s t r o n a u t 19 B e  t o w e d  b e h in d  b o a t
2 7 A  l i g h t  w in d 2 0 D Z  a i r s p a c e
2 9 A l t e r n a t i v e  t o  D -b a g 2 3 M y t h
3 0 W e a t h e r  p r e d ic t i o n 2 4 S q u a r e ( 3 - 3 )
31 C o a s t 2 5 R o u n d
3 2 D e p lo y m e n t  r e t a r d e r s 2 8 S q u a r e

B y  P a u l B o o re r
a n s w e rs  -  in s id e  b a c k  c o v e r

Quote of “W you want to make a small
m  a _______ ___ _____ *  r  _  m _____________________  ______

the 
Month:

.. fortune out of skydiving - start
with a large one”

Dave Prince



A fresh approach to  incident
reporting by Rick Boardm an

Many thanks for the positive feedback I’ve 
had on last month’s confidential reports. 
I’ve Had lots of comments passed my way 
about premature main deployments whilst 
freeflying. Like I said, this happens a lot 
more often than you might think. We’ll no 
doubt be touching on this subject some 
more this year.

Report in confidence to:
Rick Boardman
281 Ablington, Figheldean,
Salisbury, Wiltshire,
SP4 8JX

Phone/Ans
Mobile
Email

01980 670598  
07747 114602 
RicksRiggery@aol.com

The a b o v e  a r e  c o n f id e n t ia l

m
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2. Packing Checks
A freefall student asked a more experienced jumper to 
critique his technique on packing check one, before he got 
tested by an instructor. He then proceeded to do a four line 
check of the main and nothing else.

"/ e x p la in e d  to the  
stu d e n t th a t  <he<k 
one is w h en  you  
should a lso e xam in e  
th e  to n ta in e r  fo r 
d e fe tts . As I  m oved  
th e  harness, i t  
be ta m e  a p p are n t 
th a t th e  rese rv e  tra y  
w as a lm ost 
<o m plete ly  d e ta th e d  
fro m  th e  to n ta in er.
In  fa t t ,  on ly  the  
seam  a lon g  the  top  
w as ho ld ing  i t  on. I t  
w as also re v e a le d  
th a t  th e  system  h ad  
p ro b ab ly  done  
s e v e ra l skydives lik e  
t h is "

Contributing Factors
Looking further, it became apparent that most of the packers present at the time on this 
particular DZ were very quick, because there was a lot of money at stake. A great deal of 
the freefall equipment was also off line, leaving both AFF and RAPS students pushing 
hard to pack the serviceable freefall rigs as a priority.

1. You Need Hands!
A jumper had returned to the sport after a break of 
several years. The rig was not the trendiest thing on the 
drop zone but it was serviceable. The jumper was briefed 
for a solo descent to get back in the swing of things. 
Everything was going fine until the pull-out deployment 
device was fumbled and dropped. Reserve drills were 
carried out successfully.

Three days later, new handles had been built to replace 
the ones discarded by the jumper and the rig was ready 
for use again. As the jumper was observed on 
telemeters, the same problem occurred again. The pad 
could be seen trailing behind the rig, just before the 
jumper gave up trying to find it and got the reserve out.

At this stage the DZ owner overruled everyone and 
announced that the jumper either converted to 
throwaway deployment, or left the DZ. After retraining 
and, having paid for the system to be converted, the 
jumper thought things over and retired from skydiving.

Contributing Factors
The unusual factor in this tale only came to light many months later when, in a casual 
chat, the jumper asked another skydiver if maybe her Reynauds Condition had been 
the problem.

More prevalent in young women than men, Reynauds Condition affects the blood 
vessels in fingers and can cause numbness if there is a temperature drop of only a few 
degrees, with pain later when blood flow returns. You've probably felt something 
similar when jumping in the winter; however sufferers of this condition will have this 
numbing effect even on a summer's day.

Prevention
This quite definitely comes under the heading of READ THE SMALL PRINT. Your BPA 
medical tells you to stop jumping if you are in doubt and to consult the BPA medical 
adviser. Most medical problems are best dealt with early on for your own peace of 
mind. Also, if it transpires that you knowingly falsified your medical, it's going to 
make it difficult to get jumping again. This jumper did well to consider that, if you can 
fumble your main deployment device because of reduced feeling, then the same 
applies to your cutaway pad.

Prevention
The first check of any parachute on a pack job must be that it's ALL serviceable. There is 
a simple incentive for people to give the whole system a once over at the start and that's 
time. Why waste your precious time packing something, only to discover on ihe last check 
that it's broken? Also, whole chunks of the container can't be seen once the main is closed 
so, if you don't look on the first check, you're unlikely to see any damage. The scary 
thing is that this rig had been in the air with this damage for some time.
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3. Impossible Cutaway
A camera jumper with over 2,000 
skydives was jumping a high 
performance, highly wingloaded 
canopy.

"As soon as I  d ep loyed , I  k n e w  
som eth ing  w as o u t o f  the  o rd in ary .
I  fe l t  tw is ts  b eh ind  m y n e tk , 
fo rtin g  m y h e a d  fo rw a rd  an d  I  
s ta r te d  to  ro ta te  a t  h igh  speed. I  
tr ie d  to  (u ta w a y  b u t th e  tab les  
w o u ld n 't budge. I  g o t tw o  hands to  
the  p a d  a n d  s t i ll  to u ld n 't  tu ta w a y . I  
k n e w  I 'd  opened h ig h e r th an  
n o rm a l an d  I  k n e w  I  h a d  a  b it  o f  
tim e  le f t  b u t i t  o ttu rre d  to m e th a t
I  m ig h t h ave  to  p u ll the rese rv e  
h an d le  a n y w a y  a n d  ris k  an  
e n ta n g le m e n t. F ina lly , I  g o t m y  le f t  
h an d  b e h in d  th e  y e llo w  ta b les , ju s t 
above th e  tu ta w a y  p a d  a n d  had  
ju s t enough le v e ra g e  to g e t fre e  
from  th e  m ain . I  g o t fa te  to e a rth ,  
an d  h a d  a  re se rv e  a t  a b o u t 1 ,5 0 0  
fe e t ."

"O n re fle t t io n , m ayb e  o rd erin g  th is  
system  w ith  b ig  3 -rin g s  m ig h t have  
help ed . I 'v e  s in te  h a d  m e ta l  
housings f i t te d  to th e  risers , to  
he lp  re d u te  fr it t io n  on the ta b les . I  
w as also v e ry  tonstious a t  th e  tim e  
th a t  I  d o n 't  w e a r an  A A D ."

Hard Cutaway Contributory Factors
With a high performance canopy, you get higher 
loadings on you and the harness if it all goes wrong. I 
think it surprises all of us whenever we read of 
malfunctions like this because, until you've 
experienced one, you can't believe the forces at work 
on those little loops and their yellow cables. Once the 
G-force loads the 3-ring system up, you have got a lot 
of work to do. The smaller the canopy and the higher 
the performance, then the higher the wingloading 
and G-force will be.

Hard Cutaway Prevention
Don't have a main malfunction! Or, to be less 
flippant, be aware of just how violent a modern, 
heavily loaded main can be when it goes wrong and 
do all that you can to minimise the chance of it 
happening. Many jumpers don't jump their smallest 
canopies when doing camera, because of the potential 
for hard openings and violent malfunctions like this 
victim experienced. If the canopy bites, be ready and 
don't get so fixated on the problem that you lose 
track of altitude. It is a modern irony in skydiving 
that altitude awareness is probably enhanced, when 
you aren't wearing an AAD. Don't take yours off! Just 
get out of the mindset that it's always going to be 
there for you.

Large 3-Ring System
The jumper is quite right, big rings would help.
There's a lot more knowledge out there now about

how cutaway systems perform. 3-ring systems work 
os o set of levers. Remember all that school stuff 
about long levers needing less effort? The big 3-ring 
system has longer levers and that's why it works 
better than the small system. In theory, o big ring set 
loaded to 5,000 lbs should gear down to a load of 
about 5 lbs on the loop where it passes around the 
yellow cable.

Mini rings began purely for fashion. A mini ring set 
will pass o much higher load down to the loop. If the 
load gets high enough, it can even start pulling the 
yellow cable through the grommet; the pull force at 
that point goes off the chart! Remember that you 
aren't trying to get just one of the releases to work, 
but two. As well as having a smaller mechanical 
advantage, mini-rings have less tolerance to 
manufacturing inconsistencies. In other words, it only 
takes a tiny deviation from the intended specification 
to create a huge pull force.

Cutaway Housings
A more recent attempt at looking cooler is having soft 
housings. Instead of the traditional hard metal 
housings to guide and protect your cutaway cables, 
jumpers (briefly) fell in love with the idea of the 
cables being sleeved in side channels made from 
nylon webbing. Frequently these channels are only 
cosmetic; once the cables are out of sight inside your 
container, they are just routed within the layers of 
fabric and webbing that are the shoulder and neck 
parts of your system. This design has turned out to be 
'not the best out of the box' and most system, 
designers have reverted to the toughness and more 
predictable friction of metal housings. If you have soft 
housings on your system, you might want to think 
about replacing them with metal.

Riser Housings
Another recent innovation has been miniature metal 
housings fitted to the main risers, to minimise friction 
problems on the ends of the cables where they are 
channelled along the back of the back risers. These 
would have helped this jumper who reports twists in 
the risers behind the neck.

Cutaway Drills
Ask yourself these questions NOW. Do you peel the 
cutaway pad off its velcro, and then pull downward? 
Or do you pull the cutaway pad down in one 
movement? Try both methods on the ground and note 
the difference. If you're on a high wingloaded 
canopy, have you given much thought to a two 
handed drill, ie, both hands on first the cutaway pad, 
then the reserve handle? Talk it through with your 
CCI. Finally, have you ever found out how much pull 
force you're capable of? I am aware of two jumpers 
who know that they can't pull downward very well 
because of old injuries. They are always choosy about 
who packs their reserves and they always pull test 
their handles after each repack. If you are in any 
doubt, arrange a cutaway pull test using a suspended 
harness with an instructor or rigger, to put your mind 
at rest.

sky v
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Wide and Small
A tasty little wide angle lens is 
now available which is ideal for 
those nice close-up shots from 
chest or hand held camera or 
close-ups for AFF instructors and 
others, but without the distortions 
of a fish eye. Called the Diamond.3  
this lens has a 110 degree field of 
view but without those nasty little 
vignettes (black corners).

The Diamond.3 is a very very small 
lens -  only 44mm in diameter and 
Bmm deep. It comes in two 
different thread sizes 30mm and 
37mm so it fits most Sony 
camcorders with no adaptor ring 
needed and has excellent optical 
quality -  no colour tints etc. Its 
small size has plenty of benefits to 
your camera -  less wear and tear 
on the camera frame, and more 
importantly less chance of getting 
snagged or ripped off by risers.The 
Diamond 3 is available through 
Max Cohn of Generation Freefly in 
the USA.

w w w .g e n e ra t io n fre e fly .c o m  
/d ia m o n d .3

A Reserve 
in Time!
The reserve repack time cycle in 
the USA is still 120 days (4 
months) whereas the repack 
cycle here in the UK is a nice 
sensible six months. Flowever 
since July last year the USPA 
have recognised 'foreign' reserve 
cycles providing the rig is only 
jumped by the ‘non American’ 
owner. USPA recommends that 
any visiting jumpers with rigs in 
date between the four and six 
month range bring with them a 
copy of a BPA's document that 
states the validity of the six 
month cycle, just in case they 
come up against a hick 
backwoods DZ that may be ill 
informed on the subject.

USPA; 0 01  7 0 3  8 3 6  3 4 9 5  
e x t 3 1 4

Soft Wrappings
Precision Aerodynamics are now the third company, 
behind Parachutes de France and PD, to offer 
removable soft links on their range of main 
canopies. Precision's links, called Wrap-it, appear to 
be almost exact copies of the soft links introduced Precis ion: w w w .a e ro d y n a m ic s .c o m

G w ftlE liiiifS  C o r n e r s
Sunpath are now offering what have been coined 
Dynamic Comers, as an option on their Javelin 
container for use by wingsuit jumpers. Developed 
by Morpheus Technologies, a small base equipment 
company and also available on their own base rig, 
Dynamic Corners consist of small, wedge-shaped 
sections of fabric which span between the side and 
bottom flaps of the container and allow the boxing 
at the bottom corners to be removed -  while at the 
same time tucking away to hide and secure the 
stowed lines and main deployment bag when 
packed.

Boxed corners on parachute containers are there to 
hold the deployment bag firmly in place until full 
deployment of the pilot chute and bridle. However, 
because of the more horizontal trajectory of 
wingsuit flyers, boxed corners can sometimes lock

the bag in place when the pull direction of the pilot 
chute is at a sharp angle towards the jumper's feet. 
The option, which is also available as a retro-fit 
costs around $30.

S unpath : 0 0 1 8 1 3  7 8 2 9 2 4 2  
w w w .s u n p a th .c o m

by Parachutes de France about five years ago, 
utilising a small metal ring which passes through a 
loop, rather than a chunk of webbing as used by PD 
in their Slinks. Approval for use on Precision 
reserves is pending.

Stefan enthuses that his new baby, “seems to be a bit slower in 
straight flight but, as soon as you turn it, it feels as someone has 
hit the nitrogen button and it really accelerates out of a toggle or 
front riser turn." The new canopy had its firs t public outing at 
Skydive Portugal this spring.

P ara tec : 0 0 4 9  6 8  3 7  7 3  7 5  
w w w .p a ra te c .d e

UK d e a le rs : P o in t Z e ro : 0 1 9 8 0  8 4 4 1 3 0  
T h o m a s  S ports  E qu ipm ent: 0 1 2 6 2  6 7 8 2 9 9  

Stu A lb o n 0 1 5 8 0  2 9 1 2 1 0

The Faqtor is a 9-cell, zero-P, mildly elliptical wing, which according 
to Stefan Ertler (the mad genius behind Paratec’s designs), affords 
the Faqtor a smooth carve in the turn and exceptional slow flying 
control at the end of a long tu rf surf. Like all manufacturers today 
Stefan claims on-heading openings, of course!

The Paratec company of Germany is celebrating a new arrival in 
their family with the birth of the Faqtor -  a medium high 
performance main canopy. Paratec claims the Faqtor has inherited 
family genes from the “best of the Fandango and the Quadra, (see 
past Kit News) with a dash of the X-Wing thrown in”.
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just like 7-cells. (Where have I heard that before?) 
The Safire 2 is designed to fly best at a wing loading 
of D.75 to 1.6. At the lower end the canopy flies 
forgivingly and is an ideal intermediate canopy, while 
at the higher loadings it's a relatively fast swooper.

C rossfire 2
The last of the three newcomers is a replacement 
for the Crossfire -  a canopy which suffered some 
bad PR last year due to a series of mods which had 
to be carried out on some individual canopies to 
correct stability problems. However the original 
Crossfire remained a favourite with its owners and 
proved to be a worthy challenger for the PD 
Stiletto ’s  long held crown. Taking advantage of Icarus’ 
refined RS.D work the Crossfire 2  has been honed to 
achieve a performance somewhere between the 
Stiletto and the EXTreme or PD Velocity crossbraced 
wings. Icarus claim that the Crossfire 2 has light 
riser pressure resulting in an impressive recovery 

About seven years ago a small New Zealand company by the name of New Zealand a[’c ancl swoop distance -  surprise, surprise! They
Airsports came up with some very innovative ram-air wing designs which were the a so c aim exce ent openings,
brainchild of Jyro, the mad Kiwi designer and ex NZ skydiving champion.

w w w .ic a ru s c a n o p ie s .c o m
In early ‘99 Jyro joined forces with Precision Aerodynamics of the USA to 
manufacture his designs -  the Safire, the Omega and the Extreme FX. Later that 
year NZ and Precision again expanded with the introduction of a Spanish military 
parachute company and the formation of a tripartite organisation calling itself Icarus 
Parachutes. Icarus manufactured the three designs along with the newer Crossfire 
and EXtreme VX at the three separate facilities in NZ, USA and Spain. Last year 
Precision left Icarus after some acrimony.

Coming back with a vengeance, Icarus have just announced three new main canopy 
designs which will supersede their existing range. Simon Mundell of Icarus claims in 
a recent press release that the Safire, Omega and EXtreme incorporated 
sophisticated “full-surface shaping, constant cell proportions and lowered wing tips 
with the aim of reducing drag and increasing lift at both high and low air speeds.”
These shaping techniques used now by several top end parachute manufacturers and 
made possible by CAD/CAM and laser cutting tables, took parachutes beyond 
standard ram-air designs and created truly efficient wing shapes.

Icarus claim they have taken this process further and come up with even more 
refined versions of their products, The three new designs have been introduced now 
to challenge other top manufacturers for the main parachute innovation crown, 
notably Performance Designs, Precision and Parachutes de France.

Omni
The firs t of the three is a lightly elliptical 7-cell design which will compete head on 
with PD’s Spectre. Called the Omni, this canopy has been primarily designed with the 
intermediate jumper in mind or those who prefer an easy life afforded by 7-cell 
performance. Icarus claim that their new Omni has gone some way further to combat 
the inherent 7-cell disadvantage of reduced lift and inferior flare characteristics when 
compared to a similar 9-cell design. They claim that the Omni manages to retain nice 
7-cell openings but at the same time providing the 'get back from a bad spot' 
performance of a 9-cell.

Safire 2
The second newcomer is the Safire 2. Yes you guessed it -  a successor to the 
company’s relatively popular original Safire design which has been on the market for 
four years. The Safire 2, like the original, is a truly elliptical, fully zero-P, 9-cell 
design. Improvements include new trim  and plan-form shaping techniques which 
Icarus claim improve the glide ratio and opening characteristics. They are particularly 
pleased with their work in achieving smooth on-heading openings which they claim are

r Thomas & Grommet
Thomas Sports Equipment issued a service bulletin in March which 
advises 1-Pin Teardrop owners to check the two grommets in the 
metal reserve pilot chute cap of their rig. Apparently some 
grommets may have been manufactured with sharp edges which

could cause shredding and breaking of the closing loop, resulting in 
a premature opening. Any sharp grommets should be replaced 
immediately by a qualified rigger.

m i l  m
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www. FreeFal Ico. com
Kevin McCarthy

over 20 years experience.

BPA associated and BP A

instructors for licences.

Personalised training for AFF 
and continuous jumps.

All skydives with Video.

PLUS:-

Flat Flying/Free Flying.

Canopy Flying Skills.

Instructor training for AFF 
Instructor courses.

G re a t weather G re a t prices
kevin@freefallco.com

0 R . i q T N A L  L I Z A R P
Performance Clothing

F IN E  FREEFLY THREADS
SUITS - TROUSERS - JACKETS

COMPLETE ONE-OFFS BUILT TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
ANY DESIGN CONSIDERED!!

A L S O :  H E L M E T  B A S S /D A Y  S A C S  *  A D R E N A L IN  L O G O  T 'S

For m ore info give Chappy a si 
T e l/F a x  + 4 4  (0 )  1 4 8 2  6 3 5 4 8 3  
C happy@ orig inai-lizard.com  
uiuim.0ri9inQl-lizQrd.c0m

H o w  t o  f e e l  g o o d  w h e n  f a l l in g !  

A n d  lo o k  g o o d  w h e n  w a lk in g !

S JTW  J  I  shirts

Mobile: 0 7 8 1 6  4 2 6 0 8 9

Call: 0161 345 1974 
Email: sjt@divegear.fsnet.co.uk

Wb ImmtialMiM onjll mr Sky/Mug Heem r

f  T ‘ Q1980 844130
f  ■ 01880 844131

f • info@sliyilivBpoiiitzero.coM 
I (y WWW.Sk0VBmtZErD.COMmppliers of qyality parachute 

pipment and rigging services
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Paratec GmbH 
W eingartstr. 12 * D-6679S W allerfangen - Germany 

T e l . :+ 4 9 -6 8 3 7 -7 3 7 5  
w w w .paratec.de
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Two AN-28 (21 jumpers to 
13 000 in 12  minutes).
12  GBP a slot, v 
No restrictions on flying.

contact info: 
www.skydivenorway.no 
e-mail: infoafallskjerm.no 
phone: +4 7 9 16  41 801 
manifest: + 47 6 2  44 49 15

Up to 16 hours jumping a day. 
Fantastic organizing, from 
one-to-one up to 40-way.
• Craig Girard of 

Arizona Airspeed
• Dane Kenny
• Nimmo of Babylon-FreeFly

.. -j
' Packing indoors, and 
packers onvDZ.

Brand new bunk- 
louses, with all facilities.



LAM G AR

We achieved the first Langar all-female Caravan lift and 
formation, including videowoman, Alex Stone and lady 
pilot, Angela Hickling. This was women's suffrage gone 

mad, I tell you. And, after all this time flying us around 
the sky, Angela is doing AFF (level 5) at time of writing! 
At the annual awards ceremony of the Royal Aero Club, 
Alistair Hodgson (pictured) was awarded the Royal Aero 

Club bronze medal for his achievement in overcoming his 
disability, (caused by a terrorist explosion in Northern 

Ireland) and becoming a skilled skydiver.
Tony Danbury

Langar Easter 4 -w ay
The competition started the season off nicely, with Easter eggs being 

awarded to the top teams in junior and open categories.

Results
Juniors Open
1 Beaver 1 VNEEgnaro
2 At Least They Pulled (last year's Spoon holders) 2 MissChief
3 4 Kit Up (and honourary Wooden Spoon) 3 Version 4

V v
bev@skydivemag .com 
www.skydivemag.com

EDITORIAL
Thank you to  ✓------- v
everyone w ho /  \

h3S /  *  \  
contributed /  ’
to  this *
enormous

before as there ’s been 
so much going on therefore more 
photos and news sent in. Please 
keep sending photos to  us as we 
always make good use o f them!

Have you visited the Mag website 
yet? An increasing amount o f my 
time is spent keeping it up to  date, 
including JM’s Newsround where 
you’ll find snippets o f current 
skydiving news plus loads o f links. 
O u r bi-monthly Mag cannot be 
that current so our regularly 
updated website fills the gap. Using 
the search facility you can see all 
Mag articles from  1995 onwards -  
a very useful too l. Tell me what 
you th ink via the Mag feedback 
page.

Club N e w s
"If yer name's not down, 

it's not goin' in!"
D on 't fo rg e t to  w rite  you r nam e and 

achievem ents on the  Club News poster. 
T h a t's  w here  you r Club Rep gets the 

in fo rm a tio n  to  send to  us...

D o n 't re ly  on te lepathy, osmosis o r 
c a rrie r p igeon. Pen and pape r w ork  

much be tte r!

http://www.skydivemag.com


Langar Achievements
Cat 8 Oliver Morison, Anita Levy, Tim Holland 

Andy Siggers, Bryan Teeson, Tracy Ward 
Corinne Davis, Melvin Watson, Steve Hyde 
Andy Cartwright, Simon Allen, Alex Slade 
Emily Cooper, John Thompson (about bl“ *ytime!|

IC1 Ralph Fielding, Alec Flint, M-C Rowlinson 
Kris Ridley, Tom Armstrong

FS1 Tom Armstrong, Kris 'Spiderman' Ridley 
Gary De'Ath, Jamie Bestwick, Ian Ridpath 
Damian Malkin, Alec Flint, Tina Wiseman

Jump Numbers
50 Bryan Teeson, Nick Shrine
100 Keith Thompson, Abi Fineberg, Gary De'Ath 

Andy Pike, Jo Pettit
200 Tom Hartlond, Ric Kent, Rich Batten
400 Vicky 'Digger' Priest, Vicky Wilkinson
500 Poke-lt Paul Henderson, Cat Darby 

Darren Alter
600 Caroline Hughes
700 Martyn Score, Martin Liepmann
800 Stan Hopkins
1,000 Mike Gorman, Rick Woolfall, Billy Payn
2,000 Gary 'Swoop' Wainwright, Rusty Lewis
2,500 Joey Willoughby

I Hours Freefall

L L
Martin Score, Caroline Hughes

BRfDUMGTOM
On 2-5 April six Brid jumpers flew over to Wild Geese in 
Northern Ireland. They had a very successful week with a lot 
of progression. Thanks to Maggie Penny and her team for all :
their hospitality and 'craic'. The trip also highlighted the fact 
that some people hove hidden talents -  pole dancing, 
tattooing, heavy sleeping and slow fall rates! The video, once |
edited will reveal all! Another trip to the Geese is being 
organised for September.

On a culinary theme, any visiting jumpers should sample the 
delights of Tracy Bartleys' 'Flame Grilled Whoppas'. They are 
fully endorsed by Humberside Fire Brigade. Those with a 
slightly stronger constitution should go for the contents of 
Karen 'OBI' Messenger's' explosive frying pan.

Flavour of the month are Kelvin Raines' circa 1970s jumpsuits 
-  big flared items. Only Dave Walker and Paul Simms have 
been daft enough to jump them. Dave jumped the 'balloon 
suit' and managed an impressive 81mph in freefall and Paul 
Simms managed 120mph.

Paul Simms-

Brid lington Achievements 
Cat 8 Lara 'Mrs B' Jordan

Chris Watson 
FS1 Dave Walker

Paul Simms 
Simon Cathrine 
Simon Rehill 

1 hr freefall Simon Cathrine 
IC1 Janet Mackintosh

Phil Robinson 
Alan Westerman 
Simon Rehill

Jump Numbers
800 Phil Lyall

Simon Rehill 
Dave Walker 
Simon Cathrine 
Ali Rennie 
Vicki Hosier
Karen 'OBI' Messenger 
Janet Mackintosh 
Phil Robinson 
Chris Watson

Black Kmghts
We're doing lots of tandems and RAPS courses and the 
experienced jumpers and their rigs are coming out of 
hibernation. Our students are moving nicely through the 
progression system and during the open week at the end of 
May, many more achieved their longer term skydiving goals. 
Visiting student jumpers enjoyed our individually focused 
attitude to training and are coming back more. Several 
exciting developments are in the pipeline, one of which should 
limit the disruption to jumping caused by any wet weather. Our 
second progression and fun week is on 17-26 August. There 
will be plenty of additional activities to help people learn, 
party and get plenty of jumps in.

See Drop Zone Focus, page 72.

BKPC Achievements
Cat 8 Kate Sourkovia, Paul Collins

Peter Hambilton 
24hrs freefall Billy Sharpies

Jump Numbers
Joe Edwards 
Arthur Wrennall 
Danny Smith

Joe Edwards had  a deep spot 
on his 100th ju m p  a t the  

U m m  A t Q uw ain boogie and  
go t a l i f t  back  to  the D Z  in 

th is he licop ter!



*

N ew Members
Amanda Kenny, Nick Little, Smithy,
Nick Corby, Steve Watson, John Howard, 
Francis Cheetham, Kirk Blackmore,
Louise Hawkins, Jim Bradwell, Ken Foster, 
John Boxall, Kevin White, Howard Whyte, 
Kelvin Price, Charlie Stringer

POPS
The World POPS meet now seems a long 
time ago, although a few of us stayed on 
in New Zealand for a week or two. The 
full results and report are on the new- 
look POPS website: 
w w w .th e p o p s .o rg  
Start thinking about the next World 
POPS meet for 2004 in Switzerland!

POPS Record Attempt 
6 -7  April, Langar
Last year, Paul French promoted the idea 
of breaking the UK POPS formation record, 
and got a group of us to turn out on a 
series of unpromising weekends, where we

failed to get a single jump. The first 
attempt at Langar in April looked as if the 
previous year's bad luck was still there. We 
had about 35 POPS on the DZ on 
Saturday, but in spite of blue sky, the wind

The POPS record 1 JHK. / LiM
a tte m p t a t Langar

W

t .Photo:A lic ia M o reh ead & * 1 P 7

didn't drop until late. There were some 
cries of "night jump", but unfortunately 
most of us had had a drink or two by then. 
Sunday was still windy, but much more 
promising so we split into two groups of 

sixteen. Everyone was rusty and unused 
to jumping together but the standard 
improved during the day. The fourth 

and last jump of one group was 
inches from beating the 
record. We were sure that if 
we had had a two day 
weekend we would have 
been formation flying two 
planes by the end, and the 
record would have been 

shattered. Thanks to Dave 
Hickling and Dave Morris for 

the organisation and 
coaching.

Pete Shew 
p e te @ th e p o p s .o rg

Chatteris Achievements
First freefall Rob Butler, Steve Hudson
FF1 Anu Ojha
IC1 Gary Hewstone, Vicky Robertson
FS1 Dave Phillips
Cat 8 Pete Lander, Pete Benjamin

Karl Chapman, Phil Coates 
Danny Porter 

36hrs freefall Mike Rust

lump Numbers
Pete Herrick
Jo Brookbanks, Sylviane Herrick 
Lloyd Quenby, Chris Bowley 
Ivan Peters 
John Stevens 
Yo Lee 
Ron Perry

This season is there is already lots of progression 
taking place. The end of March saw night jumps 
with lots of people doing their first, followed by a 
Mexican theme evening with mucho food and 
cerveza. Thanks to Brad Reader for trying to 
poison everybody with his extra hot chilli!

Steve Wilkins

http://www.thepops.org
mailto:pete@thepops.org


PPC Achievements 
First freefall Sarah Buckmaster 

Jonathan Tyzack 
Tom Whorewood 

AFF L8 John McGuire
Cat 8 Jim Gowan

Paul Gradwell
Ed Ashby (be is the first person in Sibson's 
31 year history to have had an off-landing 

and to hitch a ride back on a boat!)

Lee Mathews 
Lizzie Wright 

FS1 Mark Andrews
200 jumps Oliver Reynolds (our new packer)
700 jumps Jules Hoult
PPL Ronnie O'Brien

I. The third annual Freefly 
■al will be held on 21-29 September. Beat your colleagues to it and book your holiday time now!

There will be an FS coaching and camera skills roadshow with Sebastian XL on 31 August - 1  September 
for individuals and teams. Get your FS1, some competition coaching or advice on camera flying. There's no 
registration fee and coaches find cameraman slots will be shared by jumpers if you want to come along.
Let us know what you want so we can pass it on to the team for them to plan the best seminar for you. A 
freefly roadshow will also be held on 13-14 July. Email: in fo@ skydivesibson.com

Cornelia Waymouth

S /B S O M  )
Improvements
Sibson has seen plenty of paintbrushes over the last couple of months. 
There is a new AFF training room, complete with 'designer ceiling 
graffiti', a new video room and a fully equipped rigging loft (upstairs, 
not quite in the loft), complete with Brad Rock for all your rigging 
requirements. The bar has o lovely new barman, Mike and a second 
goldfish. We are in the process of building a windblode swoop course 
for unrivalled fun under canopy. The Let has returned with a new 
paint job, and new engines to get you to 13,000 feet more quickly.

Diary Dates

Stuart Meacock is now back from Spain to fly the Cessna and train 
with team Sibson Freefly which has sponsorship from Vector (Micron 
containers), Larsen & Brusgaard (Pro-Dytters and Pro-Tracks) and THC 
(Total Head Coverage) helmets by Kevin McCarthy.

Freebie Parties
Kurt Miewes a local German jumper celebrated his 30lh year 
parachuting with a party at the centre. We had a greot time, 
especially as Kurt fooled the bill for the food and drink. The 
Paderborner Club celebrated its 20lh anniversary with another 
free party, this time held in the ground training hangar.

Events
The first weekend in May saw over fifty POPS from 
throughout Europe attending the POPS style and accuracy 
meet. Loads of training jumps were made in the previous 
week, but unfortunately the weather didn't hold for the 
competition. That didn't dampen the spirit in the bar though.

Buzz
Achievements
First freefall Milly
Cat 8 Scott Harrington, Nick Culligan
FS1 Barney, Linda Gillan
FF1 Dutch Holland

RAPA as our second pilot, and is enjoying the delights of cheap 
German beer.

Bish broke his tibia during the Army snowboarding 
championships in February. Best wishes Bish. Let's hope you 
get to swoop again soon. I'm jumping again, five months 
after bending myself in Elsinore. Remember kids, you can't 
land using dive loops!

Tying the Knot

Phill Collett and Natalie got hitched and the wedding was such 
an occasion that they managed to grab the front page of the 
Forces newspaper The Sixth Sense. Dave Jack and Lynne Peil 
got engaged in on a 2-way (pictured above) and Dove pulled 
out a large wooden ring from his jumpsuit.

Jump Numbers

Hello, Goodbye & Get W ell
The year has started well for RAPA and as usual, we saw the 
assistant staff leave us to join their teams. Farewell to Sully 
Rahaman and Jeff Zubaya who are now with the Black 
Knights Parachute Display Team, and Keith McLeary who joins 
the Golden Lions. Also goodbye to CCI Mick Nealis, who has 
returned to the UK to run the Royal Engineers' team. Good 
luck Mick and see you in June for the swoop comp.

New faces on the staff are, Mark Bayada (new CCI), Bernard 
'Dutch' Holland, George 'Barney' Barnett, Scott Harrington, 
Nick Culligan, Lee Senior and 'Fozz' Foster. We also have two 
new CSIs -  Richard 'Bazz' Barron, and Rory Storm. Bazz 
joins us having been the team leader of the Prince of Wales' 
Own Regiment Freefall Team, The Yorkies, and a CSI at 
Tilstock. Mark Scobie (Red Devil of the Year 1998) has also 
joined us from the Red Devils and continues to impress the 
locals on the DZ with his swooping skills, but not the locals in 
the aircraft. Graham Barrett has come over from Balleykelly

mailto:info@skydivesibson.com


M e r u m

Congratulations to Kuri of 
Babylon, who came back >
from the Red Bull Anti Gravity (
competition in Poland last week
with a gold medal for flying 'T f  ^  .
camera with Swiss skysurfer, Stefan
Klaus. Stefan and Kuri (pictured)
took first place in the second year of the
Red Bull sponsored skysurf event, maintaining
a consistent lead (total points 36.0) over second
place French team, Eric Fradet and Lodica
Alessandro (35.4 points).

Oliver Furrer and Alex Greber took third place 
with 31.9 points and best free round score. They 
were pleased as this was their first event since 
teaming up and training together this year in 
Empuriabrava. Kuri is back home at Babylon 
Freefly School, coaching, training and looking ?
forward to the Skysurf World Cup 2002 in 
Austria.

Competition details: w w w .re d b u lla n t ig ra v ity .p l

Benigale Richards

Following a difficult time, we seem to be 
getting back on track and hoping to put the 
nightmares and upheavals of the last eight 
months behind us. New CCI, Trev Dobson is 
settling in well and club safety officer, Bill Rule 
no longer needs an interpreter when having 
conversations with him. Husband and wife 
team, Graham and Sue Armitage have both 
got their Cat 8s and son, Sean is very close to 
making it a family threesome. Mark Hardy

now has a specially designed jumpsuit in a 
fashionable shade of brown. Club events and 
social activities will be announced soon.

Ken Wharton
Topdlffe Achievements
Cat 8

3,000 civilian jumps 
300 jumps

Graham Armitage 
Sue Armitage 
George Campbell 
Ken Wharton
(George is older!!

Cyprus
The club re-opened for the summer with a luverly new paint-job on the aircraft and lots of mad- 
for-it jumpers raring to go. The club welcomes loads of new staff -  Tommy, Dave, Neil, Darren, 
and Chris K. Congrats to Paul Moore on earning his jump pilot's licence and to Chris B and Helen 
for tying the knot.

Helen Mills

W e s r o M
Due to circumstances too convoluted to understand, Weston's opening weekend was 
delayed until Easter. While the plane was at the menders, we struggled with a 
borrowed Islander, thanks to the Red Devils. We then used the ill-fated Nomad. Ill- 
fated, you say? The second load didn't manage to get airborne, choosing instead to 
become intimate with the old bomb-dump at the end of the runway. This resulted 
in a very broken aircraft, a trip to hospital for four jumpers and some coverage 
on the local news. Andy Ford, Andy Scott and 
Gareth Davies sustained minor injuries. Paul 
Floyd Jnr was not quite as lucky and is 
now sporting an attractive cast, while his 
back mends. Get well soon, Paul!

Everything appeared to be conspiring against us. We 
suffered drought: the limited skydiving forced us to spend hours in 
the bar, drinking it dry. We suffered famine: to ease the boredom and restlessness, 
people were forced to strip the food van bare of its supplies. As despair tightened 
its grip, a dark shape appeared on the horizon. Was this a 
plague of locusts? Indeed not -  it was the welcoming sight of 
the Beaver and our returning Islander! Joy abound, 
particularly for Mike Westwood, Weston's new chief pilot!

We are now looking forward to a summer of plenty: the 
Rodders 4-way meet on 29-30 June, the Wingsuit Festival on 
20-21 July and the Weston Summer Ball on 25 August. 
Thanks to everyone for their patience, support and good 
humour in the face of such adversity. Let the skydiving 
commence!

BevFi

RAFSPA Achievements 
Cat 8 Jonathan Ashe 

Freddie During 
Pam During 
Kevan Stanley 

FSI Brian Gray 
Phil Hitchings

Jump Numbers 
100 Jude Goodman 

Chris Cox 
200 Gareth Davies 
1,000 John Lewis

Weston Plummets
Four plummets have recently achieved FSI (Paul, 
Ben, Brian, Phil -  come-on Lilli!) and the 4-way 
funnels have started in earnest. The season 
plummet 'big-way' has been claimed with a 6-way 
speed star, celebrating Chris Cox's 100,h jump. 
Several plummets are experimenting with funky 
freefly. Thanks to Carl Scarisbrick for saving Claire 
from the dark side. Claire has joined the revamped 
team DAMN for the Southern Regionals. Team UBI 

is offering oil plummets an in- 
„  "  house skills camp -  cheers

guys. Thanks to the club FS 
gurus who continue to help 
us out: Steve, Moose, Ash, 
Mark, and Josh among 

many others. Welcome to 
Nyssa who joined us in Spain 
last year as a spectating 
wbuffo and is now close to 

i rnmnletinn AFF Finnllv

woods (pictured) tor
effort beyond the coil 

of duty.
Dru Spork

June 2002

http://www.redbullantigravity.pl
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Our Let 410 is back, os is Chris Lynch, with his Freefly Centre UK now up and running. Welcome to Vicky 
Thomas who is joining the staff as club secretary ond to tandem instructor John Reid, Louise and Digit, their 
very cute boxer puppy. The season got off to a great start with the Easter Babies Birthday Bash. We celebrated 
loads of birthdays with beer, alcopops and a very entertaining karaoke evening in Wings. There was also a go- 
karting outing, in which Daamon Parker thrashed all comers.

Andy Kelly M eet/F S  Southern Regional:, 11 -12 May
This year's Andy Kelly 4-way meet was combined with the FS Southern Regionals. A record-breaking turnout of 
twenty-two 4-way teams and a great atmosphere made for an excellent weekend in spite of less than perfect 
weather. Many of the teams arrived on the Friday evening. It wasn't long before the camping field was 
looking like some sort of huge festivall

It wos great to see so many junior teams, 13 in all, with many of the senior and intermediate competitors 
giving lots of coaching and advice whilst we waited for the weather to improve. Eventually a decision was 
taken to make use of the altitude available, which resulted in the first round being run from the TurboLet 
from 7,000 feet. The 13 junior teams were first to go and all that dirt-diving certainly paid off, with an 
excellent score of 6 points from Skypirates and three other teams scoring 5 points -  not bad for 20 seconds 
working time! Chatteris Juniors and Mo-Fo-Ho's both did ad-hoc demos into Headcorn Cricket Club following a 
deep spot. The junior teams were stood down, leaving the remaining teams crossing their fingers for clear 
skies which arrived just in time to do two rounds each.

An awesome party was held that evening, with a disco, a barbecue outside in the new picnic/BBQ area (thanks 
to John Reid) and a bar at the back of the packing shed. Brian Vacher's gymnastic efforts provided 
entertainment and the beer, blue alcopops and friendly vibes flowed into the early hours.

An impromptu trolley meet was organised (and videoed!) on the cloudy Sunday morning. We played hockey 
and hopscotch and best of all, we had a go on a gyroscope and a hovercraft! The meet was called at 3pm 
after just one round in the junior competition and two in the intermediates and seniors. Thanks to Andy Kelly's 
Mum, Angela for presenting the medals and to everybody who helped make this such a fantastic weekend.
This was an excellent competition, with an atmosphere many described as being more like a national than a 
regional competition, despite the best efforts of the weather gods. Next season we will have a new shower 
block and toilets. In the words of Mick Danby, "We want next year's Nationals!"

Vicki Tomlinson

Southern 
Regionals 
Results

Sw ifty ’s 
200"> 

ju m p

I s t Relative Breeze  
2n d  Zygosis

In te r m e d ia te s :
Jo in t 1st Q uest / UBI 
3 rd  M issC h ie f

*u n io rs :

1st
Jo in t 2nd

Sky Pirates 
S-Sense 
Team Chaos 
G-Force



Beach Jumps 
at Border
This summer we plan on doing regular 
beach jumps onto Beadnell beach. If you 
are Cat 8, IC1 and have 100 square 
jumps, give us a call to check which 
weekends they will be happening. Make 
a weekend of it and camp on the airfield.

A progression week is planned for 8 July. Air Rage 
returned from team training in DeLand, good luck 
to them for the season. Back at home, team 
training got well underway in May. We're glad to 
hear Jamie McCulloch has recovered from his 
cracked rib, another non-jumping injury, he fell 
from the toilet! Contact him for more details. 
(Never say, "Don't send it in to the Mag,”
Jamie!).

After a 16 year break, welcome back to Joe 
Diamond (ex CCI), now joined by his 16 year old 
son, Ben. Also welcome to new pilot, James 
Seword. Congratulations to Sarah and Tullis 
Matson on the arrival of Oliver and to Pam Lewtas 
on her engagement to Simon Davenport (proposal 
on bended knee in the bunkhouse), but probably 
less of a congratulations to Dav on the new 
Skoda!

Liz Rimmer

Achievements
First freefall Hareth Abdulla, Sue Bloomfield 

Stuart Taylor 
Cat 8 Ria Bremner, Tye Grundy 

Bryan Teeson 
400 jumps Dave Kesterton, Steve Smith

BORDiR
!!Z>

*

Dave H utch inson  
ce lebrated his 
1 ,300 th ju m p  
recently

M a rk  W illcox  shows us how  easy it is

PA R A G O N

Due to circumstances beyond our control, 
Paragon has been non-operationol for longer 
than we care to mention -  but hey, we're back 
in the air again! We'd all like to say a big thank 
you to our new CCI, Rob Noble-Nesbitt for 
making this possible.

Sandra Inglis

The hangar doors of Brunton re-opened this year with a new owner, Chris 
Francis; new CCI, George McGuinness and a new aeroplane, a Cessna 206. 
Tim and Katherine have left for summer climes and we all wish them well. 
The leaving party was a good night. Of course if you have a leaving party, 
then there must be an arriving/opening party too. This was held on the 
Easter weekend and with the help of our new neighbours (seven microlight 
pilots), we hod o pig roast to celebrate.

George McGuinness is making a name for himself by appearing on Border 
TV on a programme about adventurous older people. The same weekend we 
had an unusual static line jumper. He was captain of the paras in World War 
II who had made many static line jumps. When he passed away, his family 
thought it would be fitting to scatter his ashes from a static line bag on the 
Granddaughter's tandem jump, with the rest of his family watching from the 
ground.

Lyndsey Hutchinson
Achievements
Cat 8 Emma Britten
100 jumps Ed Murdoch
1,300 jumps Dave Hutchinson

Turbine Boogie
On 24-29 July there will be a TurboLet at 
Peterlee with the possibility of it staying a few 
more days if there's the demand. Camp on the 
airfield or stay B&B in Durham.

Peterlee Achievements
First freefall Chris Rout, George Hawson 

Karen Williams, Giles Barnett 
Cat 8 Guy Raddiffe
IC1 Guy Raddiffe

Jump Numbers
100 Ollie Neuberger
200 Paul Dorwood, Bill Steele
300 Alan Thompson



Kenny Uoyd & Julie A llen ’s 
Pagan wedding  

(w ith  Doily)

(  T in n m / Tigs in tandem  w ith  Glen M orris ,
G e o ff W ood, D olly  the sheep &  M ike  Browne

Nish Bruce Memorial Trophy: 3 M e a t I Veg

Fancy Dress Party
May Bank holiday was the excuse to hold a fancy dress party. Loads of 
people came dressed up but the most daring person had to be Alex Waller, 
who dressed and impersonated Dave Emo. Chris and Clair were mixing some 
fantastic cocktails ond even though we thought Tigs had run out of his 'little 
bottles', he managed to find a few more. With a lot of determination (and 
whinging) by Rich Orford, we dusted down the space hoppers and had a 
round of Space Hopper Olympics. The casualties were few this time, only taste 
buds were damaged, and the eventual winner was Alex Waller although he 
didn't look like a winner the next day when the hangover kicked in (hee 
hee).

Caroline I

Nish Bruce's M e m o r ia l  D ive

Jump Numbers

Silver: Team Clueless

100 Dave Hall
Annette Bollman
Clemens Knoblock

200 Maria Russell
300 Sansy Thorne
400 Alex Waller

Adam McAteer
500 Ivan Betts
600 Rob Zealley
800 Maddie Moore
1,000 Grahame Meggison

Julie Woodrow
1,100 Dorian Harwood

Bronze: Sensory 0 4 lo a d

Nish Bruce Memorial Scrambles
20-21 April was our Nish Bruce Memorial Scrambles competition. There was a 
large turnout and we got a lot of the comp done on the Saturday, followed by 
a barbecue and Steve Baldwin's band, Touch got the hangar dancing and 
singing (please Danny, never sing again). Even Pete Carroll and Ian Marshall 
were dancing! Tig's latest collection of 'little bottles' were handed out so the 
colour on the DZ the next day was a shade of green. Even the Let crew know 
to avoid Tigs when he offers them a drink from a strange-looking bottle! The 
conclusion of the competition was on Sunday. Congratulations to the winners 
and to the Far Canals who won the coveted wooden spoon.

A the end of the weekend was Nish's memorial dive. It included a handful of 
close friends, his son, Jason and his brother Andy who did a tandem. Tigs olso 
did a tandem with Glen. Geoff (holding Dolly the inflatable sheep, bought for 
Tigs by Nish) and Mike docked on Tigs' tandem and Emo scattered Nish's 
ashes over the DZ. A fitting farewell to a much missed friend.

H inton Achievements 
Cat 8 Gary Cotten
IC1 Annette Bollman

Clemens Knoblock 
Will Walls 

FS1 Annette Bollman
Clemens Knoblock 
Will Walls 

FF1 Danny Jessop
Will Walls 
Marcus Goodsell 
Adam McAteer 

12hrs freefall Maddie Moore 
Dorian Harwood 
Grahame Meggison

Mid April saw a Pagan/Druid wedding with a 60s/70s 
feel to it between Kenny Lloyd and Julie Allen in Julie's 
log cabin in west Wales. The ceremony was officiated by 
Pat Jones and suited them completely.

At Easter we had a barbecue on the Saturday and an 
Easter egg hunt on the Sunday. Due to the bad weather, 
it wasn't exactly an egg hunt, more 'open your eyes and 
there's bound to be an egg in front of you'.

There has been a hive of activity on the 4-way front, 
with most of our teams going to Florida for training 
camps and an excuse for Maddie of DZ Sports to buy 
nearly everything in the DZ shops over there.

Congratulations to Steve Baldwin and girlfriend, Francis, 
on the arrival of their son Jake.



Target

N ik i Banks, p res iden t o f  
York U n i Parachute Club 
over H iba idstow

BCPA )
Team Training
In March the Skypirates (Steve Rossall, Chris Southworth and 
Damian Fereday) joined the BCPA trip to Skydive Elsinore in 
California to do two weeks of team training in preparation for 
this year's competitions. They took first in the southern regionals 
at Headcorn, see page 63.

Achievements 
First freefall Chris Adams
200 jumps Jo Redman

BCPA Scots
19-21 April, St Andrews
The first ever official BCPA Scottish Nationals went down a storm, 
with St Andrews providing a great location for an unfortunately 
poor weather weekend. There was plenty of enthusiasm for 
jumping despite the conditions, with a packed manifest for lobs 
from 2,500ft to the dizzying heights of a full five grand.
Everybody had a great time regardless, with the only licensed DZ 
bar in Scotland refusing to close until the last man had gone, 
while free green stuff ensured that the CCI's jokes were mercifully 
lost in the haze.

BCPA Northerns
3-7 May, Cork
87 skydivers were registered at Cark, where the super-fast 
TurboLet and student dedicated Islander were the ideal 
complement to the friendly atmosphere and can-do attitude.

Achievements
First freefall Phil Horan, Will Power,

David Blakeley Rachel Clegg
AFF L8 Mark Chapman, Gavin Holderness

Suzie Pratt, Stuart Temple
Mike Cockburn, Blair Stent

Cat 8 Rob Harwood, David Downham
Adam Nicholson, Blair Stent
Helen Armstrong-Brown

IC1 Liam Dunne
FS1 John Fletcher, Blair Thompson

Lucy Herrett
FF1 Heather Gumbley, Rob McConachie

Jump Numbers
50 Hannah Swallow, Blair Thompson

Jill Walker
100 John Fletcher, Jane Henderson

Christie Shuttleworth, Lee Meyrick
200 Liam Dunne, Baz Braid
400 Kai Sherwood
500 Ruth Covell
600 Alec Cotton, Jay Southall
900 Jamie Elliott
1,000 Darren Glover, Noel Purcell

New Sheriff in town!
Its official! Target have chosen their new CCI -  Paul 'H' Hollow. At 28, 
Paul is possibly the youngest ever CCI in the UK but has over 2,000 
skydives and is a regular jumper and instructor. H is a keen wingsuiter 
so anyone interested in having a go can contact him.

Jumptastic
Over Easter the DZ was heaving! The G92 worked like a trooper till dark 
o'clock and most people got eight or nine skydives each day. May bank 
holiday saw the first Target 4-way FS Scrambles -  a roaring success. It 
was organised and run by Chris Peacock and Andy Ibbetson, who did a 
fantastic job. The atmosphere was brilliant and all the junior jumpers I 
spoke to said it was a good opportunity, not only to meet and jump with 
new people, but to gain new skills and experience competition for the 
first time. Following the Scrambles' huge success, Target have decided to 
make it a permanent fixture.

Results
1 Norfolk Y  Points (Andy, Andrew, Terry, John Chris S)
2 Norfolk 'n ' (lue (Chris P, Heather, Rich, Brendan)
3 Norfolk 'n ' Way (Derrick, Jane, Calvin, Rob)

We also held a freefly weekend, a nearly permanent feature with the 
fastest Turbine in the UK and the friendliest atmosphere you could want. 
Thanks to freefly team Euphoria who coached and organised.

Ruth (ovell

S trathauam
The turbine is back and Strothallan is now open on Friday evenings 
from 5pm right through the summer. On our first Friday evening we 
saw a large Indian village filling the camping area as good weather, 
loads of jumps and serious partying got the season well under way. 
The tallest indoor climbing wall in Scotland is now complete. Kieran, 
Bob the Builder and gang have been busy constructing this new 
facility. Best wishes from Strathallan to Billy, new CCI Rob and all the 
staff at Paragon.

Anne Johnson

Achievements
1st freefall 
Cat 8 
IC1 
FF1
lh r freefall

Jim Robertson, David Broadley, Euan Barlow 
Jeff Simpson, Kenny Shaw, Rob Dargie 
Bill Mudie, Dugald Robertson 
Alan Russell 
Joyce Carter

Jump Numbers
500 jumps 
1,100 jumps 
1,500 jumps 
5,000 jumps

Rupert Connell, Andy Frew 
Calum Grant 
Eddie Jones 
Billy Somerville

Freefly
The first BCPA freefly event was eagerly competed, with junior 
(pre-FFl) and senior (post-FFl) skydivers each performing pre­
declared solo manoeuvres filmed by the coaches. Dives were 
marked on technical merit and artistic impression, with Gordon 
Morison of Strathclyde clinching victory in the junior category and 
gaining his FF1 al the same time.



Junior Freefly Reults
1 Gordon Morison
2 Tim Cooke
3 Marius Hjelste

Senior Freefly
1 Will Bradbury
2 KaiSherwood
3 Rupert Connell &

Rob McConachie

3 -w a y  FS 
There was no decline in 
enthusiasm for 3-woy FS, with 
eight teums entered and 
everyone from Cat 8s to 
intermediate champions, team 
Quest who took part in the 
pseudo-scrambled competition.

Results
1 Cheeky Monkeys

(Gita Weller, Tim Cooke, 
Oliver Van Bilsen)

2 No Worries 
(Lynne Murray,
Rupert Connell,
Niki Banks)

3 Mini Minxes 
(Beth King,
Felicity Wood,
Geetha Narayanan)

Accuracy
Accuracy also went down well, 
with Will Powell and Kai 
Sherwood taking away the 
glory with first places in the 
student and experienced 
categories respectively.

Experienced Accuracy
1 Kai Sherwood
2 Brett Channon
3 San Saunders

Student Accuracy
1 Will Powell
2 Simon Mitchell
3 James Davies &

Mike Vasilyer

M uzik  & The Partay 
On Saturday night the hangar 
turned into the playboy 
mansion! Super smooth 
saxophonist Nick Battles kicked 
off the fun before Deep Spade 
spun funky house through to 
the early hours. Bunny girls 
adorned the tuxedoed males 
and Nina provided extra fun for 
all, not least 'Daniella', our own 
shaven queen! Meanwhile, the 
barbecue was fantastic and the 
bar was cheap!

Fun Jumps
Regan Tetlow and Dan Parker 
headed the coaching and load 
organising, with plenty of help 
from the more experienced, to 
ensure that no-one shied away 
from the skies. Freefly groups, 
flatfly groups, tracking dives, 
WARP and loads of student 
progression ensured the planes 
were rarely on the ground. 50 
lifts and over 700 jumps were 
completed over the weekend.

Leeds 145
UWE 131
York 50
Strathclyde 32
Salford 26
Manchester 24

O verall Results 
1 

2

3
4
5
6

Weekend Awards 
Student o f the Weekend 
Chris Adams 
Best Dressed Playboy 
Dan Argent
Best Dressed Playgroup 
Sheffield Hallam

Our Sponsors
Point Zero 

Original Lizard 
DZ Sports 

SJT Clothing 
Sunpath Products 

Red Bull 
Cypres

North West Parachute Centre

Thanks to our superb sponsors 
who ensured that everyone 
went away with something, 
from freefly pants and audible 
altis to t-shirts, bum bags and 
mugs.

Dave Thompson 
& Damian Fereday

BCPA
B ritish C o lle g ia te  

P a ra c h u te  
A ssocia tion

w w w .b c p a .o rg .u k

http://www.bcpa.org.uk


TiAM Pt/MPKW
Team Pumpkin have been really busy attending 
AFF and Sky U courses in Elsinore or jumping hard 
and getting all kinds of qualifications.

Achievements
Cat 8 Mike Beeden
FS1 Gary Mcandlish, Mike Beeden

Michaela Van Es 
FF1 Adam '3 names' Mcateer 
SSI Dave Fish
IC1 Mike Beeden
200 jumps Chris Steele, Andrew Stewart

Hossein Panbechi, Jo Brookbanks 
Peter 'Ming' Warren

Mike Beeden, friend of Chris Steele who is a long 
time TP member, went to Elsinore with Chris. Mike 
completed his AFF course in nine jumps, no 
problems on the consolidations, made a very 
impressive check-out skydive and achieved his Cat
8 in seven days. He then cracked on with his Sky 
U course, gaining his FS1 and, soon, his IC1 and B 
licence -  a total of 67 jumps in three weeks! He 
was a great student and is now a happy and 
confident 'young' skydiver, well done mate!

In a continuing effort to broaden UK horizons, 
fifteen members of TP visited Wild Geese PC in 
May for a long weekend. A special welcome back 
to Del Lloyd who has been out of the sport for a 
while.

Martin Williams (Chief Pumpkin) 
w w w .te a m p u m p k in .c o m

Edinburgh U n i Skydiving Club

BCPA Scots Meet
The BCPA Scots meet was held at St Andrews and got off to a great start in 
the bar on the Friday night. The meet was attended by a number of differing 
university clubs from throughout the UK. For weeks before the competition 
there was great discussion as to how the accuracy target should be done. 
Louise, the organiser of the event enlisted the help of Andy Hutchison and 
Alastair MacLaren to mow the accuracy pad although Alan came to the rescue 
with the buzzer pad that he personally constructed. Saturday's FS competition 
was halted due to lack of altitude but the accuracy competition went ahead. 
The most amusing part of the competition was the rivalry between Alan and 
Rick White from Sheffield Club, the results of which Alan is still disputing! The 
party on Saturday night saw the introduction of the luminous green punch -  
bizarrely enough, no-one thought to question its ingredients!

Goodbye Graham
Due to job commitments Graham Harris (co-owner) is uprooting to Houston 
(what hardship!) He knows to expect jumpers camping on his floor 
throughout the year. The staff and jumpers at the centre wish him, Trish and 
Ross well in their new homes.

Gordon Morison

Drew Cummings who was 18 in April -  no longer Mummy's little 
soldier, although his Mum, Carol, was there holding his bib whilst 
he attempted a yard of ale in the pub! There have been a few 
regular Preston Uni Students at our DZ and Dave O'Connor from 
the Uni got his first freefall just before Easter and followed it up 
by qualifying Cat 8 two weeks later! Kate Surkova wasn't far 
behind, gaining her Cat 8 also a few days later.

Competitions
The FS Skills weekend was organised by Stan Peake. 6 and 
8-way organised loads were taken up and gave everyone a 
chance to improve their skills and seek advice. NWPC hosted the 
BCPA Northerns in May with 3-way FS comps, freefly (coached by 
Dan Parker) and accuracy. There was a great turnout and the 
feedback from the collegiates was brilliant. A total of 738 
descents were made over the bank holiday including a sought 
after Cark record. We achieved a 3 point 16-way! See BCPA write­
up, pages 66-67.

Michelle Meokins

Jump Numbers
300 Kay Carruthers, Rob Frost,

Carol Sutton 
500 Keith Luty
600 Gary Turner
700 Pete Hughes

Achievements
Cat 8 Andy Hutchison 

Colin Booth 
Jim Rae 

Grad AFF Hamish Reid 
David Carr 

1st freefall Kevin Mullen
FS1

IC1

Sarah Rhind 
Darren Rose 
Jon Smullen 
Derek Burton 
Sarah Rhind 
Gordon Morison 
Andy Hutchison 
Gordon Morison

A(orth W e st  P ara Cet/TRe
30th Anniversary
NWPC recently celebrated its 30lh anniversary (see pages 12-15) 
and, in honour of the 70s, a fancy dress disco was organised. 
What a night -  the platforms, the bizarre costumes and more big 
wigs than you could shake a stick at! Prizes went to the best 
costumes of the night. A well deserved first prize went to Kei, Jo, 
Mick and Wendy as ABBA. Everyone got down and boogied to the 
old tunes and Duncan astounded everyone with his sudden hair 
growth (I think he got quite attached to that wig) and his uncanny 
resemblance to Donny Osmond!

Congratulations
Congratulations to Stuart and Martine Morris on the birth of their 
daughter Georgina Alicia on 28 March. They would like to thank 
everyone for their kind wishes and support. Lil' G, is doing well 

is already practising the mantis position! Congrats to Duncan 
on getting his jump pilot rating. He worked really hard at 

getting this, involving building up hours on a Boeing 757 courtesy 
of Air2000. He is now a regular pilot at NWPC. Happy birthday to

Jump
50

100

400
1 ,0 0 0

3,000

CARK Achievements
First freefall Marcus Barrington, Dave O'Connor
Cat 8 Dave O'Connor, Kate Surkova
FF1 Andy Brass, Mick Carruthers
FS1 Rachel Stott
Jump pilot rating Duncan Haynes

Numbers 
Sarah Rhind 
Darren Rose 
Jon Smullen 
Gordon Morison 
Graeme McKay 
Ian Johnson 
Dave Pritchard 
Roy Bannerman

http://www.teampumpkin.com


MemeRAW n/
Team VNE arrived back from OeLand in Florida after a ten day training camp with Solly 
Williams. They did 79 jumps plus three hours at the SkyVenture wind tunnel. The camp got off to 
a shaky start with Darren Birkin recovering from an emergency appendectomy, Andy Scott 
breaking out in a cold sweat on take-off after the Nomad incident, Martin Soulsby hobbling 
round on some impressive blisters after the London Marathon and Kev Sargent spending the 
'camp' wearing ladies knickers courtesy of Wilma. Commiserations to Mark Whitehead for not 
getting his Cat 8 -  better luck next time! More can be found about VNE at 
w w w .v n e .in fo

Changing Rooms have been in again, and given the manifest and reception a brand new look 
but, during the makeover process, the achievements list went missing. Apologies if you're not 
included in this Mag so see manifest and we'll make sure you're included next time.

POPS have a new recruit in Tommy 'twelve rigs' Trindall, who reached the milestone of 1,500 
jumps on his 40lh birthday. He's now working on getting cocoa in as bar stock! Congrats to 
Sandie Nicholson on reaching her half century. Thanks to the new Mrs 'Tiddlemouse' Wallis 
(formerly Ingle) for organising an excellent skydivers' piss up - 1 mean wedding reception! 
Thanks to the father of the bride for letting that one slip!

Easter was a very sad time at Netheravon, as we lost a much respected and dear friend, Pete 
Lambson. Our thoughts are with Hilary, Ben and Christie at this sad time. See page 47.

Kath Salisbury & Mark Whitehead

Pay Us a Visit
On St Patrick's weekend we were invaded by a load of Scotsmen from Paragon. 
Other UK centres olso arrived for the fun. Even though the weather was not kind 
everyone managed to get a few jumps and at night, more than a few drinks. A 
group from Bridlington also dropped in for a week's jumping. They bad the run of 
the centre and jumped to their hearts' content. The word's out we have a great 
centre and you can be on as many lifts in the Caravan as you want, so why not 
take advantage of the cheap flights from the UK and pay us a visit?

TV cameras arrived to make a short clip for BBC Nl. Everyone enjoyed the day's 
filming except the poor presenter who had to do a tandem jump. He looked so 
nervous in the plane that they didn't use any clips of the ride to altitude. The 
finished programme looked good and the Geese got eight minutes of TV fame.

, o O ' » « T  C O U P l E

Wild Geese's 19th Anniversary Meet
We celebrated the centre's 19lh Anniversary with a fun 
packed May bank holiday weekend. On Saturday was a 
'winner takes all' accuracy competition which created 
fierce rivalry with all levels of competitor trying for a 
piece of the tuffet. For a while Nigel and Mike were in the 
lead, both with tandems. We then continued the fun with a 
barbecue and party in the local pub. On Sunday was a 3- 
way scratch FS competition (one senior, one intermediate 
and one junior) which generated more good-natured but 
intense competitive spirit. This was a very close 
competition, and in the last round only one point 
separated teams Ask the Captain and Where's Archie. On 
Monday everyone was jumped out so after a few lifts it 
was time to relax in the sun with a cool beer.

John McCourt

Jonno H o rn e  H

19th Anniversary Results

Accuracy Competition
First Stevie Kerr 
Second Mike Murphy 
Third Sean McKenna

3-way Scratch Meet
1 Ask the Captain (with on unbelievable 10 points!

Mick Gook, Colin Stevenson, Kenny Rooney
2 Where's Archie

Stevie Kerr, Archie McGuigan, Keith Hoy
3 Better than Stevie

Paul Doman, Reggie Diamond, Steven Marley

Achievements
FS1 Keith Hoy, Sean McKenna, Steven Marley

CROOVY TW i Ns

J

Michelle Meakins & Duncan Stott

l

I
Mick, Wendy, Jo and Kei

!

Mark & Anthony Lloyd

http://www.vne.info


L 410 Turbolet 
AIM-2 
Wilga 
Glider 
Baloon

s k y d iv e @ c o m p u te l,s k

www.slovakairboogie.sk

For further details please c o n ta c t:

Fa ra motoring Ltd, FO BOX 275, Winchester, S021 3WR 
Tel: 01 962 774443Fax: 01962 774473 
email: ofF1ce@p0 ramotoring.co.uk 
www.paramotoring.com

We have a Cessna 182
which can carry four 
parachutists for hire

THE RATES ARE £155 +VAT PERTACHO HOUR WITH PILOT
(we have a contact who is experienced in this work that we could 

put you in touch with) or £120 +VAT per tacho hour dry

Also Aerial Advertising from as little as £320 per hour 
(Banner construction from £70 extra.) We operate throughout the 

UK seven days a week. Positioning charge where applicable.
For details on A eria l Photography and surveys please contact:

Sky Ads - N e th e rth o rp e  A irfie ld , T h o rp e  Salvin, W orksop  
Tel: 01909 482981 • Fax : 01909 482981 • M obile 07889 883906

8  D a y s  T r a i n i n g  in  Sl o v a k ia

S t a k t a t

lkyworld.com'
The Online - ShopteST

E x p e r i e n c e  t h e  H H  
n e w e s t  f u l l  s e r v i c e l  
o n l i n e - s h o p  I ' 
i n E u r o p e  w i t h B  
c o o l  p r i c e s  
a n d  f a s t  d e l i v e r i e s  !

P h o n e  : 0 0 4 9 - 4 1 9 5 - 9 9 7 7 0  F a x  : 9 9 7 7 7 7  E m a il:  s a le s @ m y -s k y w o T ld .c o m
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http://www.slovakairboogie.sk
mailto:ofF1ce@p0ramotoring.co.uk
http://www.paramotoring.com
mailto:sales@my-skywoTld.com
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Florida \SRudiving Center
S R yd iv e  Ldfte W a le s

Closest DZ in Florida to 
The Worlds Best 

Partying in Orlando
AND

The S k y  V enture W ind Tunnel

Casa 
King Air 
Super Otter 
Snack Bar 
High Altitude Loads 
Free Load Organizing 
40 Seat Video Stadium 
Regular Balloon Jumps 
Large Carpeted Packing Hanger 
Jump n' Jacks Bar and Grill 
Organized Wind Tunnel Trips 
Camping & Accomodation

Permanent Super Otter 300  
+ Skyvan to lift you to 14000 ft

August 10 tos 18a c e  B (J 0 g je  2 0 Q 2

build your team  during the b o o g ie ! AUQUSf 15  tO 17
international 16 way competition

o s o j D ©  0 ] q ©

r

I M M t f l
I S3 km from Vichy / France

Number l Poracentre in the Netherlands offers

AFf courses weekly!
Internationally recognised licence
7 levels, 5 consolidation jumps
€nglish speaking professional staff 
including advanced student equiprm
Fast turbine aircraft

£850 (£920 in July and Rugust)

Only 60miles (100km) north o f Amsterdam 
Flights UK - Amsterdam starting from £25 
Direct flights from Hinton or Cork on request

Bring your family to the scenic holiday 
island of Texel!

Coll for info or visit our website: 
Tel: 00 31 222311 436

Fox: 00 31 222 311 414

uiuiui.porocentrumtexel.nl
info@porac0ntrumt0x0l.nl 

Poracentrum T0X0I BV, Postuu0g 128, 
1795 JS T0X0I
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Drop Zuird Focus
Photo: Neil Sharpies

Black Knights Parachute Centre
Patty’s Farm, Hilliam Lane, 

Cockerham, Lancaster LA2 ODY 
Tel Weekend: 01524 791 8 2 0  

Fax/Tel Weekdays: 01772 717 624  
Email: info@bkpc.co.uk 
Web: www.bkpc.co.uk

OWNERS/OPERATORS
Phil Cavanagh, Jeff lllidge, Cliff Lloyd

CCI: Phil Cavanagh

INSTRUCTORS: Je ff lllidge, Cliff Lloyd, 
Dave Ashton, Jim Swan, Chris Taylor, 
Danny Smith, Billy Sharpies

PILOTS: Gordon Cooper, Jeff lllidge, 
Kevin Johnstone, Clive W atkins

AIRCRAFT
Cessna C-185 
BN Islander

5 places 
10 places

FIRST JUM P COURSES
RAPS, Tandem, AFF

JUMP PRICES
Experienced, to  altitude 
RAPS
WARP (inc coach’s slot)

£16
£31
£ 3 2

DZ SERVICES
A rigging service is available from  
Bernadette W hitaker and we o ffe r packers 
and camera flyers.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Progression and fun weeks are held twice 
per year, including organised fun jumps, 
w ith Biplane, Balloon and w ate r jumps on 
request. There are plenty of instructo rs 
available fo r  those wishing to  make real 
headway in the ir training. O ther activities 
include a death slide, clay pigeon shooting 
and go-karting.

LOAD ORGANISING/COACHING
There is no form al load organising. Just 
tu rn  up and we’ll introduce you to  some of 
our jum pers and get you on a load. There 
are several WARP coaches a t the DZ,

FOOD & DRINK
Mo's Place sells cooked breakfasts, meals, 
snacks and beverages; served w ith a smile 
and a scouse accent! There are regular 
barbecues in the summer.

EATING OUT
The M anor Inn, Cockerham village has 
been the traditional drinking hole fo r BKPC 
jum pers fo r as long as anyone can 
remember. It has top food and good beer. 
Bumbles Restaurant in Cockerham is cosy 
and oak-beamed, serving good food and 
real ale. Excellent cuisine can be found at 
Thurnham Mill Restaurant w ith its canal- 
side location.

Lancaster city has award winning fish ‘n’ 
chip shops, Chinese, Italian and Indian 
restaurants, plus all the usual fas t food 
chains. The country town of Garstang has

an old English tithe  barn w ith food served 
in the baronial way.

DZ ACCOMMODATION
Clean bunkhouses are available on the DZ. 
There are fou r rooms, each sleeping four 
people. There’s a newly refurbished shower 
block and free camping and caravaning.

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS
We are situated on the Lancashire coastal 
walk on the N orth  W est coast, so we have 
stunning views over to  the Lake D istrict, 
the Bowland Fells, down towards N orth  
Wales and across the bay to  the Isle of 
Man.

Blackpool Pleasure Beach is 30  minutes 
away and has some awesome rides.
There’s a dry ski slope 4 0  minutes away. 
The seaside town of Morecambe is jus t up 
the road and has all the usual a ttractions 
including ten pin bowling. Glasson Dock is a 
working po rt w ith pubs and shops. Also 
boats can be hired a t the Lancaster Canal.

The historic city of Lancaster is 15 
m inutes away, w ith lots to  see fo r the 
more culturally inclined. As a University 
city, the re ’s plenty of nightlife and the Uni’s 
leisure (swimming and sports) complex.

OVERVIEW
BKPC is a small but friendly DZ and is very 
supportive of its students throughout the ir 
training. There is always someone to  jump 
with.

M F t e l i o m

By road: BKPC is ten m inutes from  J33  on 
the M6. Take the A6 South fo r one mile, turn 

right [signed Cockerham/Glasson Dock) 
until the T-junction. Turn righ t into 

Cockerham village. A t the T-junction w ith the 
M anor Pub on the right, tu rn  righ t onto the 

A588. A fte r a mile, tu rn  le ft into Hillam 
Lane. A t the end of the lane, ca rry  s tra igh t 

on to  the centre ’s car park.

By rail: We can also collect you from  
Lancaster Railway station if you give us 

some advanced notice. Just phone o r drop 
us an email and we’ll arrange to  pick you up.

B@@ontm@nd*d Lo m I

Foxlea
01524 791357 

£ 1 8 /P erso n  

Stanley Lodge Farm house 
01524  791863 

£18 /P erson  

The Stork Pub & B&B 
01524 751234 

£40 /R oom , £24 .50  Single 

Thurnham Mill Hotel 
01524 7 5 2 8 5 2  

£ 5 0  Double, £ 3 5  Single

All w ithin five minutes of the DZ.

Background Im age: Gustavo Cubano

mailto:info@bkpc.co.uk
http://www.bkpc.co.uk


& BPA
Affiliated 

Drop 
Zones

1-2 3  Civilian BPA Centres
A -D  Military BPA Centres

1 Black Knights Parachute Centre
P a tty ’s F a rm , H illia m  L a n e , C o c k e rh a m , 

l f | .  N r L a n c a s te r  L A 2  ODY
H k  Te l: W /e n d  0 1 5 2 4  791 8 2 0

| j k  W /d a y s /F a x : 0 1 7 7 2  7 1 7  6 2 4
w w w .b k p c .c o .u k in fo @ b k p c .c o . u k  

O pen: Weekends, bank holidays 8am -  8pm 
First Jum p Courses; rounds, squares, AFF, tandem 
A ircra ft: Islander, Cessna 185 r
LO FS C FA C W P xgJS  f y  A  IB %

2  Border Parachute Centre
B ru n to n  A ir f ie ld , C h a th ill,  N o r th u m b e r la n d  N E 6 7  5 E R  
Tel: 0 1 6 6 5  5 8 9  0 0 0  F a x : 0 1 6 6 5  721 0 5 3

C o a c h in g  & Facilities a video room

L O load organisers A equipment shop

FS formation skydiving JE canteen

C F canopy formation I! evening restaurant

F F freeflying T bar

A C accuracy fy bunkhouse
W P WARP showers
S U Skydive U A camping welcome
Sc rigging room m caravans welcome

7  Headcorn Parachute Centre
H e a d c o m  A e ro d ro m e , H e a d c o rn , K e n t T N 2 7  9 H X  
Tel: 0 1 6 2 2  8 9 0  8 6 2  Fax : 0 1 6 2 2  8 9 0  641 
h e a d c o rn  @ b tc o n n e c t.c o m  
w w w .h e a d c o rn p a ra c h u te c lu b .c o .u k  

O pen: Every day 9am -  dark (Closed Mondays in winter)
First Jump Courses: squares, AFF, tandem
A ircra ft: Turbolet (Apr-Sept), Beaver (Oct-Mar), Islander

LO WP FS AC $  ||
8  Hinton Skydiving Centre

H in ton  A irfie ld , S te a n e , B rack ley, N o rth a n ts  N N 1 3  5N S  
Tel: 0 1 2 9 5  8 1 2  3 0 0  F a x : 0 1 2 9 5  8 1 2  4 0 0  
in fo @ s k y d iv e .c o .u k  w w w .s k y d iv e .c o .u k  

O pen: 9am -  7pm Tues -  Fri, 8am -  8pm Sat and Sun 
First Jump Courses: squares, AFF, tandem 
A ircra ft: Cessna 206 (all year), Turbolet March - Dec 

FS CF FF SU AC WP
Y s x  A  JS fy  A  IB  %

9  London Parachute School
31 G re e n  S tre e t, H a z le m e re , B u c k s  H P 1 5  7 R A  
D rop Z o n e  loca ted  o ff Junction  6  o f  M 40  
Tel: 0 1 4 9 4  4 5 9  5 0 0  F a x : 0 1 4 9 4  4 4 4  3 2 6  
in fo  @ lo n d o n p a ra c h u te s c h o o l.c o m  
w w w . lo n d o n p a ra c h u te s c h o o l .co m  
M o b : 0 7 9 7 0  8 1 8  4 5 8  

O pen: Weekends 8am -  dark 
First Jum p Courses: rounds, squares, tandem 
A ircra ft: Islander, Cessna 206

W P J E  A
1 0  Merlin Parachute Centre

A la n b ro o k e  B a rra c k s , T o p c liffe , N r T h irs k , N Y o rks  
Tel: W /d a y s  0 1 2 0 4  391 8 6 0  W /e n d  0 1 7 4 8  8 7 5  3 6 7  

O pen: Weekends and bank holidays 9am -  dark 
First Jum p Courses: squares, AFF, tandem 
A ircra ft: Islander

FS CF AC ^
11 North London Parachute Centre Ltd

C h a tte ris  A irfie ld , M ane a , M arch , C a m b s  P E 1 5  OEA 
D Z  Tel: 0 1 3 5 4  7 4 0  8 1 0  Fax: 0 1 3 5 4  7 4 0  4 0 6  
O ffic e  Tel: 0 1 4 7 3  8 2 9  9 8 2  F a x : 0 1 4 7 3  8 2 9  5 1 5

s k y d iv e n o rth  @ e m a il.m sn .co m  
w w w .b o rd e rp a ra ch u te .c o .u k  

O pen: Wkends winter, any day by call in summer, 9am -dark 
First Jum p Courses: squares, AFF, tandem 
A ircra ft: Cessna 182, larger aircraft on call

FS AC WP 4 JS
3  British Parachute Schools

L a n g a r  A ir f ie ld , L a n g a r, N o tt in g h a m  N G 1 3  9 H Y  
T e l/F a x : 0 1 9 4 9  8 6 0  8 7 8  in fo @ b p s la n g a r.c o .u k  
w w w .b p s la n g a r.c o .u k

O pen: Every day 9am -  8pm (or sunset), 10am start Sunday
First Jum p Courses: squares, AFF. tandem
A ircra ft: Porter and Cessna 206. Turbolet (summer), Grand Caravan

LO FS FF WP A -S | |  Y  A IB  '

4  British Skysports, Bridlington
East Leys Farm, G rindale Rd, Bridlington, E.Yorks Y 0 1 6  4Y B  
Tel: 0 1 2 6 2  6 77  3 6 7  /  0 7 8 3 6  2 7 6  1 88  Fax: 0 1 2 6 2  401 871 
w w w .b ritishskysp o rts .co .u k  

O pen: Every day 8am -  8pm 
First Jum p Courses: squares, AFF. tandem 
A ircraft. Cessna 206

f s  c f  a c  w p  S  A .e ||  Y  A IB  r

5  Cornwall Parachute Club ‘ |
F ra n ’s  R a n c h , O ld  N a v a l A ir f ie ld , S t M e rryn , 
W a d e b rid g e , C o rn w a ll P L 2 7  7 R T  
Te l: D Z  0 184 1  5 4 0  691 C C I 0 1 2 0 8  8 1 3  3 1 0  
c p c @ m a d a s a fis h .c o m  
w w w .c o rn w a llp a ra c h u te c lu b .c o m  

O pen: Weekend 8am -  dark, 3pm -  sunset Wed -  Fri (summer) 
First Jum p Courses: squares, tandem 
A ircra ft: Cessna 182, 206 

FS CF FF AC WP SU A s« fll JS

6  Devon & Somerset Parachute School
3 0  T ow e r W ay, D unkesw ell, N r H oniton, D evon E X 1 4  4X R  
T e l/F a x : 0 1 4 0 4  891 6 9 0  
a g u e s t l @ c o m p u s e rv e .c o m  
w w w .p a ra c h u tin g -u k .c o m  

O pen: 9am -  sunset Wed -  Sun, midweek by arrangement 
First Jum p Courses: squares, AFF, tandem 
A ircra ft: Cessna 206 ^

FS CF WP S U f i j f t ^ - S Y  A i l

c h a tp a ra @ a o l.c o m  w w w .c h a tp a ra .c o m  
O pen: Tues -  Fri 10.30am -  dark. Weekends 8am -  dark 
First Jump Courses: rounds, squares, AFF, tandem 
A ircra ft: Nomad

LO FS CF WP Ys<gi A.B || A *
1 2  North West Parachute Centre

Cark Airfield, Flookburgh, N r G range-over-Sands.Cum bria 
Tel: 0 1 5 3 9  5 5 8  6 7 2  F a x : 0 1 7 7 2  7 8 7  1 06  
skydive-northwest@ totalise.co.uk 
www.skydive-northwest.com  

O pen: Weekends and bank holidays 
First Jump Courses: squares, tandem 
A ircra ft: Islander, Turbolet 410
l o f s f f c f a c w p s < 6 i 1 i J E ^  A ®
1 3  Paragon Skydiving

E rro l A ir fie ld , G ra n g e , E rro l, P e rth s h ire  P H 2  7T B  
Tel: 0 1 8 2 1  6 4 2  4 5 4  Fax : 0 1 8 2 1  6 4 2  6 5 6  
w w w .p a ra g o n s k y d iv in g .2 0 .c o m  

O pen: Wed -  Sun
First Jum p Courses: rounds, squares, AFF, tandem 
A ircra ft: Cessna 182

C F WP AC *  A  IB  %  S
1 4  Peterborough Parachute Centre

S ib s o n  A ir f ie ld , W a n s fo rd , P e te rb o ro u g h  P E 8  6 N E  
Tel: 0 1 8 3 2  2 8 0  4 9 0  F a x : 0 1 8 3 2  2 8 0  4 0 9  
s k y d iv e  @ sk y d iv e s ib s o n .c o m  
w w w . s k y d iv e s ib s o n  .co m  

O pen: Sam -  8pm, Tue -  Sun (summer), Wed -  Sun (winter)
First Jum p Courses: squares. AFF, tandem 
A ircraft: Islander. Cessna 206, Turbolet (summer)

LO FS FF WP fijp A JE || T  f y n k  •  %
1 5  Peterlee Parachute Centre

PO  B ox 192, Durham  DH1 5W D  
T e l/F a x  0191 5 1 7  123 4  
E m a il: s h o tto n a ir f ie ld @ a o l.c o m  
http://m em bers.aol.com /skydiveam y 

O pen: All day Sat/Sun/Bank holiday Mon all day. Occassionally midweek 
(especially Wed & Fri pm) -  phone to confirm before travelling 
First Jum p Courses: Squares, AFF, tandem 
A ircra ft: Cessna 182, Turbo 206

FS CF WP A  S t JS A  IB

1 6  Skydive Redlands
R e d la n d s  F a rm , W a n b o ro u g h , S w in d o n , W ilts h ire  
T e l/F a x : 0 1 9 0 2  6 5 3  2 2 0  s k y d iv e re d la n d s @ a o l.c o m  

O pen: Weekends, 9am - 8pm Please call 07855 908 083 prior to coming 
First Jum p Courses: squares 
A ircra ft: Various
LO FS  A  IB
1 7  Skydive St Andrews

K in g s m u ir  A ir f ie ld , S a in t A n d re w s , S c o tla n d  
Te l: 0 1 3 3 4  8 8 0 6 7 8  
s k y d iv e s ta n d re w s @ m a il.c o m  
w w w .s k y d iv e s ta n d re w s .c o .u k  

O pen: Eveiy w/end & Public holiday 8am -  10pm,
Regularly open midweek (by arrangement)

First Jum p Courses: squares, AFF, tandem 
A ircra ft: Cessna 185, Islander May -  September

LO FS CF FF WP SU ft: A »  || Y  A  IB  \
1 8  Skydive Strathallan

S tra tha llan  A irfie ld , N r A u ch te ra rde r, P e rth sh ire  P H 3  1 LA 
Te l: 0 7 7 7  4 6 8  6161 W e e k e n d  0 1 7 6 4  6 6 2 5 7 2  
k b ra d y @ fs b d ia l.c o .u k  w w w .s k y d iv e s tra th a lla n .c o .u k  

O pen: Fri 5pm -  9pm, weekends 9am -  9pm 
First Jum p Courses: rounds, tandem 
A ircra ft: Turbine, 3 x Cessna 206 ^

LO FS CF FF AC WP J ^ f lA S  A  IB  %
1 9  Skydive Wales

P e m b re y  A irfie ld , P em brey,
C a rm a rth e n s h ire ,
W a les  S A 1 6  OHZ
T el: 0 1 5 5 4  891 5 3 4  M o b ile : 0 7 7 7 9  0 1 9 6 5 5  
w ill@ s k y d iv e w a le s .c o .u k  w w w .s k y d iv e w a le s .c o .u k  

O pen: Friday -  Sunday 
First Jum p Courses: tandem, squares 
A ircra ft: Cessna 182 
FS AC WP JS A

2 0  Target Skysports
H ib a ld s to w  A irfie ld , H iba ldstow , B rigg , N  L ines D N 2 0  9N N  
T e l/F a x : 0 1 1 3  2 5 0  5 6 0 0  o r  0 1 6 5 2  6 4 8  8 3 7  D Z  
in fo @ ta rg e ts k y .d e m o n .c o .u k  w w w .s k y d iv in g .c o .u k  

O pen: 9am -  dusk every day 
First Jum p Courses: squares, AFF, tandem 
A ircra ft: G92 Turbine, SMG-92 Turbo Finist, Cherokee 6

L O  F S  F F  W P  «  f t  a  a  | |  Y  A  IB  %
21 The Parachute Centre

T ils to c k  A ir f ie ld , W h itc h u rc h , S h ro p s h ire  S Y 1 3  2 H A  
Te l: 0 1 9 4 8  841 111 F a x : 0 1 9 4 8  8 4 0  6 3 8  
s k y d iv e @ th e p a ra c h u te c e n tre .c o m  
w w w .th e p a ra c h u te c e n tre .c o m  

O pen: Sat 8am -  dark, Fri 2pm -  dark (summer)
First Jum p Courses: squares, AFF, tandem 
A ircra ft: 2 x Cessna 206

LO FS CF AC WP < •'; A JS >> A  IB  %
2 2  UK Parachuting

O ld  B uck e n h a m  A irfie ld , A ttle bo rough , N o rfo lk  N R 1 7  1PU 
Te l: 0 1 9 5 3  861 0 3 0  F a x : 0 1 9 5 3  861 031 
ju m p @ u k p a ra c h u tin g .c o .u k  w w w .u k p a ra c h u tin g .c o .u k  

O pen: Weekends & Weekdays (but phone first)
First Jum p Courses: squares, tandem 
A ircra ft: PA-32 (available for weekend displays)

f s  i Y  A
2 3  Wild Geese Skydive Centre

M o v e n is  A ir fie ld , 116 C a rro w re a g h  R o a d , G a rv a g h , 
C o le ra in e , C o  L o n d o n d e rry , N  Ire la n d  B T 51 5 L Q  
T e l: 0 2 8  2 9 5  5 8  6 0 9  F a x : 0 2 8  2 9 5  5 7  0 5 0  
p a ra c h u te @ w ild g e e s e .d e m o n .c o .u k  
w w w .w ild g e e s e .d e m o n .c o .u k  

O pen: E very day. W/end 8am -  dark, W/days 9.30am -  dark 
First Jum p Courses: squares, tandem 
A ircra ft: Cessna 206, Cessna Caravan

FS FF CF WP -B  I I  A  IB

A  Army Parachute Association
T h e  C o m m a n d a n t, J S P C  A ir f ie ld  C a m p , N e th e ra v o n , 
S a lis b u ry , W ilts h ire  S P 4  9 S F  
Tel: B u lfo rd  C a m p  0 1 9 8 0  6 7 8  2 50  
a p a @ n e th e ra v o n .fs n e t.c o .u k  w w w .n e th e ra v o n .c o m  

B  RAFSPA &  R A F S P A  H a w k s  P a ra c h u te  Team
JSPC (W ) R AF Weston-on-the-Green, Bicester, O xon O X 6 8TQ 
Tel: 0 1 8 6 9  3 4 3  3 4 3  /  3 4 3  201 Fax : 0 1 8 6 9  3 4 3  6 7 6

C  Services Parachute Centre
S h a c k le to n  B a rra c k s , B F P O  8 0 2 .
Te l: 0 1 5 0 4  721 4 7 2  Fax : 0 1 5 0 4  721 3 4 2  
M o b ile : 0 7 8 0  2 3 2  8 7 5 5  S P C N I@ a o l.c o m

D  Silver Stars Parachute Team
D u k e  o f G lo u c e s te r  B a rra c k s ,
S o u th  C e rn e y , C ire n c e s te r, G lo u c e s te r  G L 7  5 R D  
Tel: 0 1 2 8 5  8 6 8 2 5 9  F a x : 0 1 2 8 5  8 6 1 3 4 4  
in fo @ s ilv e rs ta rs .o rg .u k  w w w .s i lv e rs ta rs .o rg .u k
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BPA Associated UK Organisations Overseas DZs
Associated Organisations

When a t BPA A ffta te d  Centres, the folowing organisations ere run under 
the BPA Operations M atuaL The BPA takes no responsibility 

for trdnng or advke when these organisations operate a t other centres

Active Skydiving
Glengoynan, St Fillans,
Perthshire PH6 2ND 
Tel/Fax: 01764 685316 
Mobile: 07803 041348 
stotty@ skydive.prestel.co.uk 
www.commercepark.co.uk/skydive
Specialist AFF School offering residential courses in Spain and USA, 
video included on a ll jumps. Run by Scotty Milne, ex Red Devil, 5 
times British Champion, w ith over 7,000 jumps. Advanced Instructor
& Examiner, Scotty uses the latest equipment and teaching 
techniques fo r best results.

Airwaves International Skydiving School
78 High Street, Bexley,
Kent DA51LB 
Tel: 01322 557375 
Mobile: 07802 472566 
France: 00 33 (0) 619 605 997 
skydive@ air-waves.co.uk 
www.air-waves.co.uk
BPA Approved instructors Rod Bartholomew (22 years experience), 
Chris Lynch (ex XL), & Coco Cozalas (USPA) offer AFF, RAPS /  RAPS 
progression, tandem, FS, FF and team coaching at our beautiful 
seaside resorts in Royan, Corsica and Florida. Operating fu ll-tim e  
all year, our professional and personal skydiving holidays have 
everything. Video included. UK support on return.

British Collegiate Parachute Association
Dove Thompson - Chairman
Mill Hollow Born, Stockwell Lane, Sulgrave, Banbury, Oxon, 0X17 2RS 
www.bcpa.org.ukchairman@bcpa.org.uk 

The BCPA aims to promote parachuting and skydiving at collegiate level. 
We hold events for our 25 affiliated university clubs and we provide help 
on setting up and running these clubs. Most importantly we provide a 
community where university skydivers of all abilities can find like- 
minded people to jump and socialise with.

David Morris Action Sports
2 Daleside, Cotgrave,
Nottingham NG12 3QA 
Tel/Fax: 0115 989 2050 
Mobile: 0777 498 6600
dave@ daleside2.demon.co.uk www.daleside2.demon.co.uk 
Dave specialises in AFF courses and tandem introductions in the UK, 
Spain and France. The AFF course includes free jumpsuit, altimeter, 
helmet, goggles, video log w ith re-jumps at cost. A great deal if you 
want to learn to skydive. Dave has over 7,000 jumps and is a BPA 
Tandem and AFF Instructor and Examiner.

East Coast Parachute Centre
8 Burns Crescent, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 OTS 
Tel: 01245 268772 
slattery@ blueyonder.co.uk
RAPS, static line and progression courses. AFF and tandem -  UK 
and abroad. Tandem video by arrangement.
Currently sharing facilities w ith the London Parachute School at 
Lewknor drop zone.

FreeFall Company
The Coach House, West St, Epsom, Surrey KT18 7RL 
Tel: (Spain) 00 34 972 45 45 63 
kevin@ freefollco.com  www.freefollco.com 
Operated by Kevin McCarthy, National Champion w ith over 7,500 
jumps and over 20 years experience. Probably the best AFF school 
in Europe. State of the a rt equipment and professional, 
personalised tra in ing gives you safe, rapid progression to Category
10 and beyondl Videos w ith a ll jumps. Courses available all year in 
the Costa Brava. Flexible payment to suit YOU!

B a c k g r o u n d  Im a g e :  B a b y lo n

Parachute Training Services
11 Godwyn Close, Abingdon,
Oxon 0X14 1BU 
Tel/Fax: 01235 529570 
doug@ paratrg.dem on.co.uk 
www.porotrg.demon.co.uk
Run by Doug Peacock, BPA Instructor/Examiner. The complete RAPS 
package, PTS offers one jump introductory courses with the option 
o f individual progression tra in ing through Cat 8 and advanced 
grades. Operating at Hinton A irfie ld  in conjunction with Hinton 
Skydiving Centre. Six days per week, coll fo r fu rther inform ation.

PhD Skydiving
Laburnum, The Hollow, Shrewton,
Salisbury, Wilts SP3 4JY
Tel: 01980 621363 Fax: 01980 620609
Mobile: 07971 665815
aff@ phdskydiving.co.uk www.phdskydiving.co.uk 
Friendly, professional AFF school and skydive U coaching run by 
Martin Williams, BPA examiner, AFF instructor and Skydive U coach. 
Providing clients w ith small, personalised courses a ll year in 
California, Spain and UK. Emphasis on continued support in UK 
post course. Video on a ll jumps, only best equipment used.

Pops UK
Pete Shew, 6o A m pthill Rd, Shefford,
Beds, SG17 5BD 
Tel: 01462 638312
pete@ thepops.org www.thepops.org 
A society o f skydivers over forty. Regular national and international 
meets at host porachute centres.

Red Devils
Airfie ld Camp, Netheravon,
Wiltshire SP4 9SF
Tel: 01980 678211 or 300 or 212
Fax: 01980 678349
reddevils@ reddevilsonline.com
www.reddevilsonline.com
Displays, tandem and RAPS courses.

Scottish Sports Parachute Association
Bunny McGeechon (Chairman, SSPA),
Strathallan Airfield,
Auchterarder, Perthshire PH3 1BE 
Tel: 01698 812 443 (weekdays)
Tel: 01764 662 572 (weekends) 
info@ sspa.co.uk www.sspa.co.uk 

Newsgroup: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/scotspa 
The SSPA aims to promote parachuting in Scotland and provide 
tra ining grants and subsidies for all aspects of the sport.

Skydive Academy
Peterlee Parachute Centre, Shotton Colliery,
Co Durham DH6 2NH
Contact: Ian Rosenvinge
Tel/Fax: 0191 386 5261
skydiveacademy@aol.com
http://members.aol.com/skydiveamy
7 day AFF courses our speciality. Late May-mid September at
Peterlee. Outside this period, courses can be arranged abroad.
Centre 15 mins drive from  Durham city (2.45hrs from  Kings Cross
and and less than 2 hrs from  Edinburgh). B&B in local pubs from
£12.50, in Durham City from  £18.

Skydive Limited
Sibson Airfield, Wansford,
Peterborough PE8 6NE
Tel: 01832 280066 Fax: 01832 280067
Mobile: 0785 000 7178
chris@ Skydiveltd.com www.Skydiveltd.com
Chris Allen, Ex Red Devil, CCI, BPA AFF/Tondem Examiner, USPA
Safety and Training advisor and Skydive University UK co-ordinator.
Offers AFF courses in the UK and abroad. Also available; team
coaching, Skydive University one-on-one programme and tandem.

Overseas Military Affiliated DZs
These Drop Zones are run under the 

BPA Operations M anual

Cyprus Combined Services Parachute Centre 
(CCSPC)
Contact: Club CCI,
Dhekelia Garrison, BFPO 58, Cyprus 
Tel: Office 00 357 474 4337 
DZ: 00 357 474 4245
Fax: 00 357 474 4180 skydive@logos.cy.net

RAPA JSPC(L)
(Rhine Army Parachute Association)
Flugplatz, 33175 Bad Lippspringe,
Germany, BFPO 16 
Tel: 0049 5254 982 2378 
Fax: 0049 5254 982 2740 
awright91@aol.com

Overseas Associated Organisations

The BPA takes no responsibility for any training 
or advice given by these organisations as 

they do not necessarily operate under 
the BPA Operations Manual

Centro de Paracuigisme Costa Brava
PO Box 194,17487 Empuriabrava, Spain
Tel: 0034 972 450 111
Fax: 0034 972 450 749
cpcb@gna.es www.skyrats.com
Skydive Spain! AFF courses (1 tandem, 7 jumps with air-to-air
video), tandem flights, freestyle school, Babylon freefly school,
Skydive U, free load organising, team coaching (special rates),
gear hire (with Cypres). Pilatus Porter and Twin Otter all year.
All jumps from 12,500ft. Open all year -  and now club house,
tennis and pool!

Florida Skydiving Centre
440 South A irport Road, Lake Wales, FL 33859, USA 
Tel: 001 863 678 1003 
Fax: 001 863 678 1409 
info@ skydivelakewales.com
BPA qualified WARP and tandem instructors and USPA AFF 
& static line courses. Very large landing open area, large 
covered and carpeted packing area, fu ll line of equipment, 
rigging shop, cafe, snack bar and lounge. King A ir 
summer, CASAs and Super Otters November-April.

Freefall Adventures
400 West Airport Drive, Sebastian, FL 32958, USA
Tel: 001 561 388 0550
Fax: 001 561 581 4468
skydivemik@aol.com www.ffadventures.com
BPA and USPA qualified instructors. Owned by Brit Mick Hall.
Otters and Casas. Over 600 acres, classrooms, state of the art
equipment, undercover packing, wind tunnel training, free
camping, showers, bunk rooms, rigging, store, restaurant.

Skydive Elsinore
Mission Trail &  Corydon Road, Lake Elsinore,
California, USA
Tel: 001 909 245 9939
Fax: 001 909 245 3661
skydive@skydiveelsinore.com
www.skydiveelsinore.com
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15-16 VNE FS Coaching Roadshow
T a rg e t  S k y s p o r ts  0113 2 5 0  5 6 0 0

w w w .sk yd iv in g .c o .u k

15-23 Target's 1st Summer Boogie
T a rg e t  S k y s p o r ts  0113 2 5 0  5 6 0 0

w w w .sk yd iv in g .c o .u k

18 BPA Council Meeting
s k y d iv e @ b p a .o rg .u k  0116 2 7 8  527 1

17-22 Big Formation Training Camp
B rie n n e  le  C h a te a u , 0 0 3 3  6 6  108 5 5 5 5  
F ra n c e  ' v r l6 b r ie n n e @ y a h o o . f r

21 Midsummer Dinner Dance
H e a d c o rn  0 1 6 2 2  8 9 0  8 6 2

ru th @ c o o p e r l2 3 .fre e s e rv e .c o .u k  
w w w .h e a d c o rn p a ra c h u te c lu b .c o .u k

22-23 Women's British Record
warm-up weekend

L a n g a r 0 1 9 4 9  8 6 0  8 7 8
ww w .b p s la n g a r .c o .u k in fo @ b p s la n g a r .c o .u k

22-23 New Age Northern Regionals
W ild  G ee se 0 2 8  2 9 5 5  8 6 0 9

w w w .w ild g e e se .d e m o n .c o .u k  
p a ra c h u te @ w ild g e e s e .d e m o n .c o .u k

23-30 Ekstremsportveko
Voss, N o rw a y  w w w .e k s tre m s p o r tv e k o .c o m

28-29 POPS Meet
H in to n  0 1 2 9 5  812 3 0 0
in fo @ s k y d iv e .c o .u k  w w w .th e p o p s .o rg

29-30 Rodders 4-way Meet
R A F S P A , W e s to n  0 1 8 6 9  3 4 3  3 4 3

29-13 Jui Golden Knights 
Training Camp

T h e  R anch, N e w  Y o rk  w w w .ra n c h s k y d iv e .c o m

1-5 BCPA Nationals & AGM
H ib a ld s to w  n a tio n a ls @ b c p a .o rg .u k

w w w .b cp a .o rg .u k

3 Tandem Record Day
A im in g  f o r  t h e  la rg e s t  n u m b e r o f  ta n d e m  
s k y d iv e s  in on e  d a y  -  L a n g a r 0 1 9 4 9  8 6 0  8 7 8  
w w w .b p s la n g a r .c o .u k in fo @ b p s la n g a r .c o .u k

4-8 independence Day Boogie
T h e  R anch, N e w  Y o rk  w w w .ra n c h s k y d iv e .c o m

5-21 Ostre /Era Summer Boogie
2 4  h o u r  s k y d iv in g  in  N o rw a y  D a n e  Kenny: 
d a n e kenny@ ao l.co m  0 7 8 1 6  821 2 0 4
ww w .s k y d iv e n o r w a y .n o in fo @ fa l ls k je r m .n o

6-7 FS Central Regionals
B r i t is h  P a ra c h u te  S c h o o ls  0 1 9 4 9  8 6 0  8 7 8  
ww w .b p s la n g a r .c o .u k in fo @ b p s la n g a r .c o .u k

6-7 Hinton CF Festival
H in to n  0 1 2 9 5  812 3 0 0
in c lu d in g  CF s e m in a r w w w .sk yd ive .co .u k

6-14 CF Spektakel 2002
N a tio n a l P a ra c e n tru m , c fs p e k ta k e l@ f ly . to  
T e u g e , N L  h t t p : / / f l y . t o / c f s p e k t a k e l

8-12 FS Week
H e a d c o rn  0 1 6 2 2  8 9 0  8 6 2

h e a d c o rn @ b tc o n n e c t.c o m  
w w w .h e a d c o rn p a ra c h u te c lu b .c o .u k

8-13 Student Progression Week
T ils to c k  0 1 9 4 8  841 111

w w w .th e p a ra c h u te c e n tre .c o m  
s k y d iv e @ th e p a ra c h u te c e n tre .c o m

8-14 European Freefly Convention
L a p a lisse , F ra n c e  in fo @ la p a lis s e -a e ro .c o m  

w w w .la p a lisse -a e ro .co m

9-14 Jack Jefferies 4-way 
Training Camp

T h e  R anch, N e w  Y o rk  w w w .ra n c h s k y d iv e .c o m

13-14 4-way Meet
H e a d c o rn  0 1 6 2 2  8 9 0  8 6 2

h e a d c o rn @ b tc o n n e c t.c o m  
w w w .h e a d c o rn p a ra c h u te c lu b .c o .u k

13-14 New Age Roadshow
P e te rb o ro u g h  0 1 8 3 2  2 8 0  4 9 0
C oaches tb c  w w w .sk yd ive s ib so n .co m
N ig e l H o lla n d : h o lla n d .n ig e l@ a o l.co m

13-20 Swedish Friflaj Festival
S k y d iv e  S ka n e  in fo @ s k y d iv e s k a n e .rn .s e
w w w . f r i f la j.c o m  0 0 4 6  7 0 7  9 7 9  7 5 7

17-18 Cancer Survivor World 
Record Skydive

S k y d iv e  San M a rc o s , 0 01  5 12  3 3 5  3 2 6 3
T e x a s , U S A  ta lb a n o @ a u s tin .r r .c a m

18-23 Airspeed Basic Tunnel Camps
w w w .tu n n e lca m p .co m  0 01  4 8 0  2 8 3  2 6 0 3

19-21 7:20 Boogie
S k y d iv e  in fo @ fr e e d o m o f f l ig h t . t v
Long Is la n d  h t t p : / / f r e e d o m o f f l ig h t . t v

19-21 pops Meet
P e rg  b e i L in z , p e te @ th e p o p s .o rg
A u s t r ia  w w w .th e p o p s .o rg

20-21 Wingsuit Festival
R A F S P A , W e s to n  0 1 8 6 9  3 4 3  3 4 3

20-21 New Age Southern Regionals
N e th e ra v o n  a p a @ n e th e ra v o n .fs n e t.c o .u k  
w w w .n e th e ra v o n .c o m  0 1 9 8 0  6 7 8  2 4 5

27-3 Aug World Cup of Champions
L u ce n e c , S lo v a k ia  ls c @ p ro n e t.s k

26-28 Speed Skydiving World Cup
P a ra c e n tru m  T e x e l w w w .p a ra c e n tru m te x e l.n l 
N e th e r la n d s  in fo @ p a ra c e n tru m te x e l.n l

27-29 FS British Nationals
H ib a ld s to w  0113 2 5 0  5 6 0 0
1 s t w e e k e n d  (4 -w a y )  w w w .sk yd iv in g .c o .u k

28 Bewl Reservoir Jump
H e a d c o rn  0 1 6 2 2  8 9 0  8 6 2

h e a d c o rn @ b tc o n n e c t.c o m  
w w w .h e a d c o rn p a ra c h u te c lu b .c o .u k

39-4 Aug Italian National 
Championships

S k y d iv e  M a rc h e  0 0 3 9  0 7 3 4  9 6 4  4 8 8  
I t a l y  in fo @ s k y d iv e m a rc h e .c o m

w w w .s k y d iv e m a rc h e .c o m

AUGUST
1-31 Summer Boogie
S k y d iv e  M a rc h e  0 0 3 9  0 7 3 4  9 6 4  4 8 8  
I t a l y  in fo @ s k y d iv e m a rc h e .c o m

w w w .s k y d iv e m a rc h e .c o m

2-11 World Freefall Convention
R a n to u l N a tio n a l A v ia t io n  C e n te r ,
I l l in o is ,  U S A  w f fc @ fr e e fa l l . c o m

w w w .fre e fa ll.c o m

2-11 North west Sky Fest
C a rk  0 1 5 3 9  5 5 8  6 7 2

w w w .s k y d iv e -n o r th w e s t.c o m

3-5 FS British Nationals
H ib a ld s to w  0113 2 5 0  5 6 0 0
2 n d  w e e k e n d  (8 -w a y )  w w w .sk yd iv in g .c o .u k

3-10 Hercules Boogie
L id k o p in g , in fo @ h e rc u le s b o o g ie .c o m
S w e d e n  w w w .h e rcu le sb o o g ie .co m

4-24 Flygang Sardinia Boogie
C a s tia d a s , C o s ta  R ei, 0 0 3 9  3 4 8  4 0 6  5 8 7 4  
S a rd in ia ,  I t a l y  f ly g a n g @ lib e ro . i t

BPA
Form ation Skydiving

Canopy Form ation  
Style  & Accuracy  

Boogies 
Freefly & Skysurf 

POPS 
Speed Skydiving  

unclassified

6-8 Jack Jefferies Big-wny
Open Challenge

T h e  R anch, N e w  Y o r k w w w .ra n c h s k y d iv e .c o m

8 BPA STC & Riggers Meeting
BPA O f f ic e s ,  L e ic e s te r  0116 2 7 8  5 2 7 1

s k y d iv e @ b p a .o rg .u k

9-11 Speed Skydiving world Cup
L e u tk ir c h ,  G e rm a n y  c o n ta c t  in fo  t b c

w w w .s p e e d s k y d iv in g .n e t

10-11 CF Southern Regionals
C o rn w a ll 01841 5 4 0  69 1
w w w .s k y d iv e c p c .c o m c p c @ m a d a s a f is h .c o m

10-12 New Age British Nationals
P e te rb o ro u g h  0 1 8 3 2  2 8 0  4 9 0

sky d iv e @ s k y d iv e s ib s o n .c o m

10-18 Target's 2nd summer Boogie
H ib a ld s to w  0113 2 5 0  5 6 0 0

w w w .sk yd iv in g .c o .u k

10-18 Espace Boogie
L a p a lis s e , F ra n c e  in fo @ la p a lis s e -a e ro .c o m  

w w w .la p a lisse -a e ro .co m

12-16 instructor Course
L a n g a r 0116 2 7 8  5 2 7 1
C S B I / T B I / A F F B I / A d v  tru d y @ b p a .o rg .u k

14-18 US Pond Swooping Nationals
T h e  R anch, N e w  Y o r k w w w .ra n ch skyd ive .co m

15-17 international 16-way Meet
L a p a lisse , F ra n c e  in fo @ la p a lis s e -a e ro .c o m  
F i r s t  R ound w w w .la p a lisse -a e ro .co m

17-18 pops Meet
B r id l in g to n  0 1 2 6 2  6 7 7  3 6 7
w w w .th e p o p s .o rg w w w .b r it is h s k y s p o r ts .c o .u k

17-18 Swoop Canopy Seminar
H ib a ld s to w , w ith  C h r is  L yn c h  & P e te  A llu m  
in fo @ ta rg e ts k y .d e m o n .c o .u k  0113 2 5 0  5 6 0 0  

w w w .sk yd iv in g .c o .u k

17-23 Armed Forces Championships
N e th e ra v o n  0 1 9 8 0  6 7 8  2 4 5
4 -w a y  F S /S & A  w w w .n e th e ra vo n .co m

Insurance
for whatever you

BEAUMONT
( I N S U R A N C E  

B R O K E R S )  L T D

HARRISON-BEAUMONT Insurance as

The Specialists fo r all Adventure Travel, Activity Sport 
& Expedition Insurance on land, sea and in the air 

(including safaris)
Fax: 01993 700502 E-mail:info@hbinsurance.co.uk

Good Cover, Good Prices & Free Phone Calls 
W hat m ore could you w ant?

^ 0800  9700161
wvuw.hbinsurance.co.uk
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17-24 Karlovy vary Boogie
P e te  M a rs d e n , 0 1 9 3 2  7 0 1 3 2 1
T h e  B oog ie  C lub  w w w .th e b o o g ie c lu b .c o .u k

17-26 Fun/Progression week
B la ck  K n ig h ts  0 1 5 2 4  7 91  8 2 0
w w w . b k p c . c o . u k j e f f @ p a y c o . n e t

19-23 instructor Course
L a n g a r 0116 2 7 8  527 1
C S I/P re -A d v a n c e d  tru d y @ b p a .o rg .u k

20 BPA Council Meeting
s k y d iv e @ b p a .o rg .u k  0116 2 7 8  5 271

23-25 Speed Skydiving world Cup
D Z  P u ll-O u t, Ravenna, 0 0 3 9  0 5 4  4 4 8  7 8 9 9  
I t a l y  w w w .y e llo w p o w e r i t  in fo @ p u llo u t . i t

23-25 16-way Meet
B rie n n e  le  C h a te a u , 0 0 3 3  6 6  108 5 5 5 5  
F ra n c e  v r l6 b r ie n n e @ y a h o o . f r

23-28 FS & Freefly Skills Camp
R A F S P A , W e s to n  0 1 8 6 9  3 4 3  3 4 3

24-25 POPS Meet
D e n m a rk  p e te @ th e p o p s .o rg

w w w .th e p o p s .o rg

24-26 Swoop Canopy Test 
Regionals

H ib a ld s to w  0113 2 5 0  5 6 0 0
in fo @ ta rg e ts k y .d e m o n .c o .u k  

w w w .sk yd iv in g .c o .u k

25 Weston Summer Ball
R A F S P A , W e s to n  0 1 8 6 9  3 4 3  3 4 3

31 Headcorn 75th Anniversary 
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H e a d c o rn  0 1 6 2 2  8 91  5 3 9
w w w .h e a d c o rn p a ra c h u te c lu b .c o .u k
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S tr a th a l la n  0 7 7 7 4  6 8 6  161

w w w .s k y d iv e s tra th a lla n .c o .u k

31-1 sep POPS FS Record Attempt
Paul F re n c h  1 1 3 4 4 0 .2 0 0 @ c o m p u s e rv e .c o m  
L a n g a r w w w .b p s la n g a r.co .u k  0 7 8 1 5  9 8 3  4 8 5

31-1 sep Sebastian XL
FS Coaching Roadshow

P e te rb o ro u g h  0 1 8 3 2  2 8 0  4 9 0
w w w .sk yd ive s ib so n .co m  

s k y d iv e @ s k y d iv e s ib s o n .c o m

31-1 sep Tracking Meet
Pau P a ra c h u tis m e  0 0 3 3  5 5 9  0 4 8  5 8 9  
Pass ion, France  e c o le p a ra @ a o l.co m

31-2 sep Labor Day Boogie
T h e  R anch, N e w  Y o rk  w w w .ra n c h s k y d iv e .c o m

31-3 sep Monkeydaw Mystery Jam
S k y d iv e  C ro s s k e y s  0 0 1  8 5 6  6 2 9  7 5 5 3  
F lo r id a  w w w .fre e fa lla d v e n tu re s .c o m

w w w .m onkeyc la w .com

SEPTEMBER
5-8 Women's British Record
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N e th e r la n d s  in fo @ p a ra c e n tru m te x e l.n l
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H e a d c o rn  0 1 6 2 2  8 9 0  8 6 2
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H o og eveen , p e te @ th e p o p s .o rg
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H in to n  0 1 2 9 5  812 3 0 0
in fo @ s k y d iv e .c o .u k  w w w .sk yd ive .co .u k
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S k y d iv e  C h ica g o , 0 0 1  8 15  4 3 3  0 0 0
O tta w a  w w w .sk yd ive ch ica g o .co m

9-15 Albena Black Sea Boogie
V a rn a . B u lg a r ia  0 0 3 2  4 7 4  9 8 7  6 4 4
w w w . f r e e . b e i n f o @ f r e e . b e

13-17 XL Challenge
S k y d iv e  C ro s s k e y s  0 0 1  561 5 8 9  6 7 3 4
F lo r id a  p e te _ a llu m @ c o m p u s e rv e .c o m

14-15 FS Northern Regionals
W ild  Geese 0 2 8  2 9 5 5  8 6 0 9

w w w .w ild g e e se .d e m o n .c o .u k  
p a ra c h u te @ w ild g e e s e .d e m o n .c o .u k

14-15 woodmouse 4-way Meet
P e te rb o ro u g h  0 1 8 3 2  2 8 0  4 9 0

s k y d iv e @ s k y d iv e s ib s o n .c o m

14-16 Speed Skydiving World Cup
B o tte n s , S w itz e r la n d  c o n ta c t  in fo  tb c

w w w .s p e e d s k y d iv in g .n e t

20-22 speed Skydiving world Cup
L a p a lisse , F ra n c e  in fo @ la p a lis s e -a e ro .c o m

w w w .la p a lisse -a e ro .co m

21-22 Scrambles ll
R A F S P A , W e s to n 0 1 8 6 9  3 4 3  3 4 3

21-22 10-way Speed Meet
B rie n n e  le  C h a te a u , 0 0 3 3  6 6  108 5 5 5 5  
F ra n c e

m mrur
Past, reliable and 

friendly advice for 
skydiving, 

air/activity sports 
and domestic 

insurance needs.

. ta M  y o u  a f f o r d rt

.to be without it.^

•  Capital sum in the event o l death, loss of limb/eye 
(or use thereof) or to ta l disablement

•  Weekly benefit up to a maximum o f 104 weeks
(exc firs t 14 days) so long as doctor certifies tota lly unable 
to  fo llow  normal occupation.

•  10% No Claims Bonus on renewal.
•  Activity sports equipment worldwide
•  Personal baggage fo r travel insurance (excludes k it whilst 

out of UK)
•  Medical expenses covering medical or surgical treatment 

fo llow ing skydiving, air/activity accident 
Air transport for repatriation, including medical attendants 
for seriously il l or injured insured person.

•  Costs of recovery to hospital following a parachuting accident
•  Buildings/contents insurance
•  Car insurance

C o n tac t Y vonne jukes  Tel/Fax 01983  2984 80  (2 4  hours)
48 A lexan d ra  Road, Cowes, Isle o fW ig h t. P 031  7JT

21-22 POPS Meet
J e le n ia  Gora, p e te @ th e p o p s .o rg
Po land w w w .th e p o p s .o rg

21-29 UK Freefly Festival
P e te rb o ro u g h  0 1 8 3 2  2 8 0  4 9 0

sky d iv e @ s k y d iv e s ib s o n .c o m

22-31 Skydive City Boogie
Z e p h y rh i l ls ,  F lo r id a  0 0 1  8 0 0  4 0 4  9 3 9 9
w w w .s k y d iv e c ity .c o m in fo @ s k y d iv e c ity .c o m

23-28 Artistic Events World Cup
L o x n , V ien na , 0 0 4 3  1 5 2 4  9 0 2 5
A u s t r ia  o ff ic e @ s ic o m .o rg
Replaces World Cup in Portugal

27-29 CASA Fallfest Boogie
S k y d iv e  D e lm a rva , L a u re l, D e la w a re , U S A

w w w .sk ye ye sky d iv in g .co m
w w w .sk yd ive d e lm a rva .co m

OCTOBER
10 BPA STC & Riggers Meeting
C o u n ty  A rm s , G\en P arva , 0116 2 7 8  5 271  
L e ic e s te r  s k y d iv e @ b p a .o rg .u k

4-13 FS & CF World Cup
CPCB, E m p u ria b ra v a , 0 0 3 4  9 7 2  4 5 0  111 
S p a in  ww w .s k y ra ts .c o m c p c b @ g n a .e s  
In c lu d e s  E u ro p e a n  Cup in  F S , CF A  A r t i s t i c  
e v e n ts  a nd  re p la c e s  W o r ld  Cup in  P o rtu g a l

12-13 XL Tunnel Camp
P e te  A llu m  0 01  56 1  5 8 9  6 7 3 4
S k y V e n tu re  W in d  T u n n e l, O r la n d o , F lo r id a  

tu n n e lra t to m @ h o tm a il.c o m

12-20 Pujaut Boogie
Lang uedoc M e d ite r ra n e e  A e ro d ro m e ,
P u ja u t, 0 0 3 3  4 9 0  2 6 4  183
F ra n c e  w w w .s k y d iv e p u ja u t.c o m

13-23 Equinox Boogie
R a m b le rs  PC, ra m b le rs @ h y p e rm a x .n e t.a u  
T oog o o la w a h  A u s t ra l ia  w w w .ra m b le rs .co m .a u

14-19 women’s world Record
P e rr is  V a lle y , C a lifo rn ia  0 01  9 0 9  6 5 7  3 9 0 4  

m a n ife s t@ s k y d iv e p e rr is .c o m

14-20 CF Seminar
CPCB, E m p u ria b ra v a , cpcb @ gna .es
S p a in  r ic h a rd _ h a y d e n @ b tin te rn e t.c o m

22 BPA Council Meeting
s k y d iv e @ b p a .o rg .u k  0116 2 7 8  5 2 7 1

26-3 n o v  Halloween Boogie
L a p a lisse , F ra n c e  in fo @ la p a lis s e -a e ro .c o m  

w w w .la p a lisse -a e ro .co m

26-10 n o v  Kenya Safari Beach Boogie
G e o ff  W o o d  (H in to n )  0 1 2 9 5  8 12  3 0 0

in fo @ s k y d iv e .c o .u k

CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS
ACROSS

I Skyward. 5 Carve. 10 Entangle.
I I  Stereo. 13 Donuts. 14 Stacking.

16 Spirals. 17 Base. 21 IMAX.
22 Reserve. 26 Spaceman.

27 Breath. 29 Diaper.
30 Forecast. 31 Glide. 32 Sliders.

DOWN
2 Kiting. 3 Wingtips. 4 Roll. 6 Attack.

7 Vertical. 8 Ready. 9 Toggles. 12 Stalled.
15 Free bag. 18 Airside. 19 Parasail.

20 Overhead. 23 Legend. 24 Ram-aic 
25 Chute. 28 Foil.

2k  Composites 43
0 0 4 4  (0 )1 2 9 6  6 8 8  5 3 6  

a llib @ 2 kco m p o s ite s .co m  
Airsports Insurance Bureau IBC

0 0 4 4  (0 )1 9 8 3  2 9 8  4 8 0  
yvon ne @ a irsp o rts .n e tsca pe .co .uk  

Airtec 20
0 0 4 9  2 9 5  3 9 8  9 9 0  

Airwaves 46
0 0 4 4  (0 )80 2  4 7 2  5 6 6  (M ob ile ) 

skyd ive@ a ir-w ave s  .co .uk  
Albatros Skyworld 70

0 0 4 9  4 1 9  5 9 9  77 0  
sa le s@ m y-skyw o rld .com  

British Parachute School 37
0 0 4 4  (0 )1 9 4 9  8 6 0  8 7 8  

in fo @ b p s la n g a r.co .u k  
Dodington's Sports Instruments 4  

0 0 4 4  (0 )1 9 4 8  6 6 2  179 
DZ Sports 16 & 17

0 0 4 4  (0 )1 2 9 5  81 2  3 0 0  
w w w . dzsports  .com  

Em puriabrava 26
0 0 3 3  (0 )97 2  4 5 0  111 

cpcb@ gna .es
Freefall Adventures, Florida 18

001 561 3 8 8  0 5 5 0  
skyd ive m ik@ a o l.co m  

The Freefall Company 56
0 0 3 4  9 7 2  4 5 4  56 3  

ke v in @ fre e fa llco .co m  
Harrison-Beaum ont 76

0 0 4 4  (0 )1 9 9 3  7 0 0  2 0 0  
in fo @ h b in su ra n ce .co .u k  

Icarus Canopies 24
0 0 3 4  9 3 8  4 9 6  43 2  

w w w .ica ru scan op ies .co m  
Lapalisse 71

0 0 3 3  4 7 0  991 80 3  
w w w .la p a lis se -a e ro .co m  

Larsen &  Brusgaard 43
0 0 4  5 4 6  7 5 7  72 2  

w w w .l-a n d -b .d k  
Nim bin 48

w w w .n im b in 2 0 0 0 .c o m  
North London Parachute Centre 43  

0 0 4 4  (0 )1 4 7 3  8 2 9  98 2  
ch a tp a ra @ a o l.co m  

Norw ay Boogie 57
0 0 4 7  9 1 6 4  1801 

in fo @ fa lls k je rm .n o  
O rig inal Lizard 56

0 0 4 4  (0 )1 4 8 2  6 3 5  4 8 3  
ch a p p y@ o rig in a l- liza rd .co m  

Paracentrum  Texel 71
00 31  2 2 2  311 4 3 6  

w w w .p a ra ce n tru m te xe l.n l 
Parachutes de France 74

0 0 3 3  (0 )1 3 4  3 2 7  77 7  
pa rach u te s -d e -fra n ce @ cs i.co m  

Parachute Industries 21
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P arag ear Equipment 49

001 8 4 7  6 7 9  5 9 0 5  
sa le s@ pa rag ea r.co m  

Param otoring 70
0 0 4 4  (0 )1 9 6 2  7 7 4  44 3  

w w w .p a ra m o to rin g .c o .u k  
Paratec 57

0 0 4  9 6 8  3 7 7  3 7 5  
in fo save @ p ara tec .d e  
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w w w .p e rfo rm a n ce d e s ig n s .co m  
Point Zero 4  & 56
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Sky Ads 70
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a la n d e n e @ a o l.co m  

Sky Chimes 56
0 0 4 4  (0)161 3 4 5  19 74  
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Skydive Marche 43
0 0 3 9  0 7 3 4  9 6 4  48 8  
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Skydive Sibson 25

0 0 4 4  (0 )1 8 3 2  2 8 0  49 0  
skyd ive@ skydivesi bson .com 

Skydive University 4
001 561 581 0 1 0 0  
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Slovak Boogie 70

skyd ive @ co m p u te l. sk 
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in fo @ ta rg e tsky .d e m o n .co .u k  
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|  Skydive Hwas Sports
We are now on the web www.thomas-sports.com

THOMAS SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT LTD.

• RIGS • MAINS • RESERVES
• CYPRES ‘  ALTIMETERS

• HELMETS FREEFLY, FULL FACE, 
FRAP HATS & STUDENT RIG BAGS 

• PACKING MATS
• FUN BAGS • WEIGHT VESTS
• GOGGLES, CLEAR, SMOKE & 
MIRROR • GLOVES • KNIVES

• JUMPSUITS • T-SHIRTS
• TUBE STOWS • RIGGING

• EQUIPMENT etc....

http://www.thomas-sports.com



